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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Well, what a year it’s been – a year full of excitement, growth, and achievement! As we reach the end of an-
other school year, we want to take a moment to say a hearƞelt thank you to all our  families for your conƟn-
ued support, encouragement, and partnership. It truly makes all the difference. 

As our November SIAMS report so beauƟfully put it: “This is a school built on love.” That couldn’t be more true. 
Every day, we see that love in acƟon – in the kindness of our children, the dedicaƟon of our staff, and the    
support of our community. 

This year, we also say a fond farewell and a huge thank you to Mr William Wiswell, our Chair of Governors, 
and Mrs Andrea Conant, our Inclusion Lead. Their commitment to St James has been invaluable. Over the 
years, their contribuƟons have helped our school to thrive and have made a lasƟng difference to so many lives. 
We are deeply grateful for their service and wish them every success and happiness in the future. 

Next week, we celebrate our wonderful Year 6 pupils at their Leavers’ Service on Tuesday at 9:30am. It        
promises to be a moving and joyful occasion – a chance to reflect on their journey and wish them every       
success as they take their next steps. They have been a credit to our school, and we will miss them greatly! 

Looking ahead to next year, we’re excited to conƟnue building on our successes. Here are some of the key are-
as we’ll be focusing on: 

· Making sure every child can thrive by removing barriers to learning and ensuring everyone feels included 
and supported. 

· SupporƟng wellbeing and personal growth, so that every child feels happy, safe, and ready to learn. 

· Strengthening the foundaƟons of learning, making sure all children gain the essenƟal knowledge and skills 
they need to succeed. 

· Improving aƩendance, so that every child has the best chance to achieve their potenƟal. 

· Developing leadership across the school, especially for those new to their roles, to keep our school moving 
forward with strength and vision. 

A reminder that school closes at 2pm on Tuesday 22nd July. We return on Wednesday 3rd September, and 
we’re trying something new this year – our Meet the Teacher event will take place during a Parents’ Coffee 
Morning on Thursday 4th September at 9am. We hope to see many of you there! 

Wishing you all a joyful, resƞul, and sunny summer break. Thank you once again for journeying with us – to 
live, learn, and laugh with the love of God. 

Mrs Briers  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

respect 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.9% 

Reception 97.1% 

Year 1 93.7% 

Year 2 100% 

Year 3 96.3% 

Year 4 97.9% 

Year 5  95% 

Year 6  99.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  Year 2. 

There were 132 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Keeping Our Children Safe  during the Summer 

As we approach the summer holidays, we want to remind all our families of the importance of keeping children 
safe, happy, and healthy during the break. While summer is a Ɵme for fun and relaxaƟon, it also brings unique 
risks that we must all be mindful of. At our school, safeguarding is always a priority, and we encourage you to 
conƟnue this commitment at home. Based on guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 and trusted 
child safety experts, here are some key Ɵps to help keep your children safe this summer: 

1. Stay Safe in the Sun 

· Apply broad-spectrum sunscreen (SPF 30+) regularly, especially aŌer swimming or sweaƟng. 

· Encourage children to wear hats, sunglasses, and sun-protecƟve clothing. 

· Ensure they take regular breaks in the shade and stay hydrated  

2. Water Safety 

· Always supervise children near water—whether it’s a paddling pool, beach, or public swimming area. 

· Designate a responsible adult as a “water watcher” who avoids distracƟons like phones. 

· Use Coast Guard-approved life jackets for non-swimmers and avoid relying on inflatables  

3. Online Safety 

· With more free Ɵme, children may spend longer online. Keep communicaƟon open about what they’re doing 
and who they’re talking to. 

· Use parental controls and privacy seƫngs, and remind children never to share personal informaƟon 

· Encourage screen-free Ɵme and outdoor play to balance digital acƟvity  

4. Road and Travel Safety 

· Teach children how to cross roads safely and ensure they wear helmets when cycling or scootering. 

· Never leave children unaƩended in vehicles, even for a short Ɵme. 

· If travelling, ensure car seats are correctly fiƩed and children are securely buckled in. 

5. EmoƟonal Wellbeing 

· Summer can be a Ɵme of change and uncertainty for some children. Keep rouƟnes where possible and check 
in regularly on how they’re feeling. 

· Encourage social interacƟon, creaƟve play, and Ɵme outdoors to support mental health. 

We hope all our families enjoy a safe and resƞul summer. Thank you for your conƟnued support in keeping our 
children safe as we journey together to live, learn and laugh with the love of God. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns over the summer, please contact the local authority or NSPCC helpline 
at 0808 800 5000. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Top Tips for Parents and Educators: How to Stay Safe on the Road 

Staying safe on our roads isn’t just a skill — it’s a lifelong habit. It is crucial to learn key strategies for  
helping children navigate streets safely and confidently, from pracƟsing journeys together to teaching 
them how to choose the safest crossing points.  

NaƟonal Online Safety have collaborated with THINK! to offer real-world advice on issues like the dangers 
of parked vehicles, reversing cars and mobile phone distracƟons — it’s an invaluable tool for parents and 
educators who want to help young people travel independently without compromising their safety. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Encourage     

ArƟculate Learners’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION Daisy Hind 

YEAR 1 

 

Bethel Ejimofor 

YEAR 2 

 

Lucy Eccleston  

YEAR 3 

 

Alice Slater 

YEAR 4 

 

Lydia Burke 

YEAR 5 

 

Charlie Hand 

YEAR 6 Briella Shaw 

Living Values Award:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Respect’ 

 

 

RECEPTION Lily Paton 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Poppy Siddall 

YEAR 2 

 

Sofia Bate 

YEAR 3 

 

Nylah Lee 

YEAR 4 

 

Elliot Lee 

YEAR 5 

 

Charlie Hand 

YEAR 6 Amelia Pickering 
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