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This week at St James 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We began the week with our much-anƟcipated TransiƟon Week, and it was truly heart-
warming to see the excitement on the children’s faces as they ‘moved up’ to their new     
classes. Watching them begin to build relaƟonships with their new teachers and classmates   
reminded us of the importance of nurturing confidence and  connecƟon as we                    
conƟnue journeying together to live, learn and laugh with the love of God. 

This week also marked our STEM Themed Week, and what a tremendous success it has 
been! Our classrooms have been buzzing with curiosity, creaƟvity, and collaboraƟon. The 
children have embraced every opportunity to explore the wonders of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths. Research tells us that fostering a love for STEM helps children      
develop open-mindedness, criƟcal thinking, and a lifelong love of learning—and we’ve     
certainly seen that in abundance! It’s been especially lovely to see some of you sharing your 
children’s STEM adventures at home on X. Thank you for supporƟng their learning beyond 
the classroom. 

During the Schools Library Service assembly, the children  learned all about this year’s St 
Helens Summer Reading Challenge. The 2025 theme is “Story Garden”, which celebrates the 
magical connecƟon between storytelling and nature. The challenge is free and open to    
children, teens, and adults—and you don’t even need a library card to take part! You can 
sign up online at sthelens.beanstack.com or visit your local library in person. 

A huge well done to our incredible Year 1 children for achieving outstanding results in their 
Phonics Screening Check—your hard work and determinaƟon have truly paid off! And a  
massive congratulaƟons to our Year 6 pupils for their amazing SATs results—we are so 
proud of everything you’ve accomplished. A hearƞelt thank you to our dedicated staff for 
their unwavering support and to our wonderful parents for being such an important part of 
this success. What a fantasƟc team effort!  

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Briers  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

respect 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.7% 

Reception 94.3% 

Year 1 99.3% 

Year 2 94.3% 

Year 3 97.7% 

Year 4 92.1% 

Year 5  95.5% 

Year 6  95% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  Year 1. 

There were 133 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Keeping Our Children Safe  during the Summer 

As we approach the summer holidays, we want to remind all our families of the importance of keeping children 
safe, happy, and healthy during the break. While summer is a Ɵme for fun and relaxaƟon, it also brings unique 
risks that we must all be mindful of. At our school, safeguarding is always a priority, and we encourage you to 
conƟnue this commitment at home. Based on guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 and trusted 
child safety experts, here are some key Ɵps to help keep your children safe this summer: 

1. Stay Safe in the Sun 

· Apply broad-spectrum sunscreen (SPF 30+) regularly, especially aŌer swimming or sweaƟng. 

· Encourage children to wear hats, sunglasses, and sun-protecƟve clothing. 

· Ensure they take regular breaks in the shade and stay hydrated  

2. Water Safety 

· Always supervise children near water—whether it’s a paddling pool, beach, or public swimming area. 

· Designate a responsible adult as a “water watcher” who avoids distracƟons like phones. 

· Use Coast Guard-approved life jackets for non-swimmers and avoid relying on inflatables  

3. Online Safety 

· With more free Ɵme, children may spend longer online. Keep communicaƟon open about what they’re doing 
and who they’re talking to. 

· Use parental controls and privacy seƫngs, and remind children never to share personal informaƟon 

· Encourage screen-free Ɵme and outdoor play to balance digital acƟvity  

4. Road and Travel Safety 

· Teach children how to cross roads safely and ensure they wear helmets when cycling or scootering. 

· Never leave children unaƩended in vehicles, even for a short Ɵme. 

· If travelling, ensure car seats are correctly fiƩed and children are securely buckled in. 

5. EmoƟonal Wellbeing 

· Summer can be a Ɵme of change and uncertainty for some children. Keep rouƟnes where possible and check 
in regularly on how they’re feeling. 

· Encourage social interacƟon, creaƟve play, and Ɵme outdoors to support mental health. 

We hope all our families enjoy a safe and resƞul summer. Thank you for your conƟnued support in keeping our 
children safe as we journey together to live, learn and laugh with the love of God. 

If you have any safeguarding concerns over the summer, please contact the local authority or NSPCC helpline 
at 0808 800 5000. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about AI-enabled Scams  

AI isn’t just transforming the way we learn and work, it’s also reshaping the tacƟcs scammers use online. 
From generaƟng convincing phishing emails to fabricaƟng influencer videos, criminals are using AI to 
make their scams more convincing than ever. Young people, who oŌen embrace new tech quickly, can be 
especially vulnerable.  

This week’s  guide highlights several AI-enabled dangers – including romance scams, deepfake audio and 
video impersonaƟons, and fake job offers – and explains how to spot and report them. With clear Ɵps for      
verifying content, thinking criƟcally, and using trusted plaƞorms, it’s essenƟal reading for parents and        
educators to help young people stay one step ahead of the scammers. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Encourage     

ArƟculate Learners’ 

RECEPTION Harry McInroy 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Andrew Angeles 

YEAR 2 

 

Elliot Seddon 

YEAR 3 

 

Olivia Nelson  

YEAR 4 

 

Mason  

YEAR 5 

 

Lily Hind 

YEAR 6 Jake Mason  
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