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OUR VALUL TUIS | | This week at St James
HALF TERM IS: Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fantastic week we’ve had at school—full of creativity, teamwork, and memorable

RESPECT moments!

On Monday, some of our brilliant Year 4 and Year 5 children took part in a Softball competition.
They gave it their all and represented St James beautifully—we’re so proud of their effort and
team spirit!

Tuesday was all about creativity for Year 3, as Mr C joined us for another Art Day. The children
were completely absorbed in their work and produced some amazing pieces—we can’t wait to
show them off! We’ve also had some exciting news about some Year 6 artwork that was
entered into a competition... more on that very soon!

On Thursday, a group of children attended our Trust Ethos Day, and we’ve heard glowing
feedback about how well they represented our school—well done to them. And Year 2! Wow
what a class assembly-Mrs Young told me how proud she was of you all! In the afternoon, all
classes took part in workshops about hate and how we should treat others led by our local
PCSOs.

To round off the week, Year 6 had their Golden Shells trip to the Shakespeare North Theatre. It
was a brilliant opportunity to experience live theatre and learn more about Shakespeare in a fun
and engaging way.

Looking ahead, we’re really excited for International Week next week! Our theme is Africa, and
we’ve got lots of exciting activities planned. The children will explore African art, music, food,
geography, and daily life. We'll also be learning more about Rashidah, the young girl we sponsor
in Uganda, and our ongoing work with the New Hope charity. It promises to be a week full of
learning, culture, and connection.

Please check the message on School Spider for more details about International Week
and Sports Day, which we’re hoping to hold on Friday, weather permitting!
Have a lovely weekend!

Mrs Briers
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Attendance Updates

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beating
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!

Our Whole School attendance to date is 95.9%
The class with the highest attendance this week, and the winner of the virtual £5is Year 1

There were 138 pupils with perfect attendance this week. Can we beat this next week?

Attendance MatHers

Whole School

Counts.__.

Beln SCHOOL
Be O TIME

Reception

Year 1

100% D reeecron
Equates to:
0« 98%
0« 96%
w K 95% D e
0K 94% D v
;i;i;J(_.L ( 90% ) EQM,ER,NS_
QK 85% D aoon

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




e

W Every Lesson Counts (C.osr
At St James’ CE Primary School

Days off school add up to lost learning and impact on your child’s life chances.
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Miss School Miss Out

If you’re not coming to school, you will miss out on....
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Term Dates

2025-2026
Wednesday 3™ September 2025 Friday 24™ October 2025 38
Monday 3™ November 2025 Friday 19'" December 2025 35
Monday 5% January 2026 Friday 13" February 2026 30
Monday 23™ February 2026 Friday 27™ March 2026 25

Monday 13 April 2026 Friday 22" May 2026 29

Wednesday 3™ June 2026 Friday 17™ July 2026 33
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Keeping Our Children Safe — What Parents Can Do

At St James , keeping children safe is our top priority—and we know it’s yours too. The
latest government guidance, Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024, highlights how
important it is for families and schools to work together to protect children.

Here are a few simple ways you can help:

Talk regularly with your child about their day, friendships, and how they feel.

Be alert to changes in behaviour, mood, or routines—they can be signs something’s
not right.

Know where your child is online and who they’re talking to. Set clear boundaries and
use parental controls where needed.

Encourage your child to speak up if something makes them uncomfortable—remind
them they can always talk to you or a trusted adult at school.

Stay connected with school—read newsletters, attend meetings, and don’t hesitate to
ask questions or raise concerns.

Together, we can create a safe, supportive environment where every child can thrive.

Online Safety Tip of the Week

National

Nintendo Switch 2!

Nintendo’s long-awaited Switch 2 has finally arrived, blending fresh hardware with fan-favourite
franchises. From Mario to Pikachu, the familiar mascots are back — but so too are evolving online
features, in-game purchases, and potential exposure to mature  content. As ever, it’s essential
that parents and educators understand the risks to young players.

Among these are GameChat voice communication, camera-based gaming, and potential access to
mature-rated titles. This week’s guide outlines what to watch out for and how to keep children
safe, engaged and having fun.

This week’s s free guide explores the Nintendo Switch 2, covering how its new features — from
GamecChat to a plug-in camera — could affect children’s privacy, spending, and screen time.

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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NINTENDO SWITCH2 " Xe

Nintendo launched its Switch 2 games console in early June 2025 - its first new console in eight years. While
it builds on the original’s success by remaining compatible with certain existing games, it also adds powerful

THE RISKS?

EASIER TO ACCESS
MATURE CONTENT =~ X

Despite Nintendo’s reputation for family-friendly
titles, mature games like Cyberpunk 2077 and
Hitman have been released onto the platform.
With the Switch 2’s improved performance,
developers will be able to port even more
mature-rated games. These may appeal to
children due to their popularity, but they in
content that is highly unsuitable for young
audiences.
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IN-APP & GAME 9'(’
STORE PURCHASES ,

The Nintendo eShop enables purchases
with just a few taps. If payment details are
-~ saved and PIN protection is disabled, children
. may unknowingly make costly purchases -
including game add-ons, cosmetic items or
. entirenewr - without p pp

¥o(l4ns
UNRESTRICTED ONLINE
PLAY IN SOME GAMES

" While GameChat is one feclture, Switch 2 also
to the Switch Online
service. Many free-to-plcly titles like Fortnite or
Splatoon 3 allow voice or text chat with
strangers unless chat settings are adjusted,
could
Inuppropriute orur

-
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WHAT ARE hardware and new features like GameChat and a USB-C camera. As more children look to upgrade, it's
. important to understand how this new console might affect their play and safety. ‘
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GAMECHAT & REAL-TIME
VOICE COMMUNICATION

GameChat enables live chatting with up 0

to 12 people, even across different games,

with optional video and screen-sharing. Though P
children under 16 are restricted to chatting only

with approved friends, the sheer interactivity

could raise privacy concerns or create pressure /
to remain online longer.

\

CAMERA COMPATIBILITY
& PRIVACY CONCERNS

The optional USB-C camera supports video
calling and facial overlays in games; however,
this also raises the risk of cyberbullying orthe
d sharing of p ges. The
can be di r or
and parental controls are essential to munuge
how and when it is used.
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POWERFUL PULL OF
FAMILIAR CHARACTERS

Nintendo’s mascot, Mario — along with Pikachu,
Donkey Kong and others - remains hugely

appealing to younger audiences, especially .
after the success of the recent film, ‘The Super

Mario Bros. Movie’ (2023) These beloved icons

are | to Ni ing and often

feature in merchundlsing, adverts and in-game
promotions, creating strong emotional

attachments in children and a sense of urgency

to keep up with their peers.

Advice for Parents & Educators

CHECK RATINGS & USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

Every Switch and Switch 2 game comes with a PEGI age rating. Before buying one,
the matches your child’s age. Use the Nintendo Parental Controls
app to monitor gameplay, set screen-time limits and manage friend requests

T ST S —
REMOVE OR RESTRICT PAYMENT METHODS

Avoid ding by u g credit cards from the device. Instead,
consider adding funds via | prepuld eShop cards or requlrlng aPIN for purchases.
Some banking apps can also be set to app y

Meet Qur Expert

Lloyd Coombes is the Games Editor of Daily Star and has been working in
the gaming and tech industry for five years. A regular visitor to the App
Store to try out new tools, he’s also a parent and understands the
importance of online safety. He's also a tech and fitness writer and has
been published on sites including IGN, TechRadar, and plenty more.

L Al
REVIEW FRIEND LISTS AND CHAT PERMISSIONS

good practice to regularly check their friend list and communication settings.

Child profiles are restricted to chatting with approved friends only, butit’s @ -
Use the Parental Controls app to switch off voice or video chat if necessary.

ENCOURAGE OPEN CONVERSATIONS ,,

Teach children how to block, report and capture any behaviour or content

that makes them fortable. The 's built-in tools allow them to

create screenshots and video clips, which can aid in reporting any issues. Keeping
an open dialogue helps children feel supported and safe.

National
College’
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 25.06.2025




Spirituality Spotlight

As a school community we want to be:

“Journeying together to Live,
Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God”’

—— e V) =

[\I[PWHI—I(HN(C

1CORINTHIANS 16:14

Dear God,
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Journey Driver Focus:

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is ‘Encourage
Articulate Learners’

Olivia-Rose Preston

Aria Hill-Price

Emily Gartside

George Braithwaite

Isobel MCue

Noah Jackson

Finley Birkett

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




We are running the following after
school clubs this half

term.

Tuesday-Judo at 8am (5 weeks 10th June
-8th July)-Please see flyer

-Sports Club for YR, Y1 and Y2 with the
Sports Coach

-FAB Club for Y2 and Y3-Miss Barratt.

Wednesday- Football Club for Y5 and Y6
with Mr Moon

Thursday- Sports Club for KS2 with the
Sports Coach

PE Days
Monday Year 3
Tuesday Year 1and 2
Wednesday Reception, Year
Thursday Year 5 and 6.
Friday Year1, 2.3 and

4.

Y4 Swimming (4" Jun — 16™ July).

——

Please make every effort to ensure that your child is wearing the correct
uniform and that it is clearly labelled. Children should wear completely black
shoes — not trainers. It is important that the P.E kit is seen as an extension of
our school uniform, therefore our high standards should be kept.

A reminder that our school PE kit consists of a black tracksuit/red shorts
and white t shirt. .Please note that children should not wear any form of
jewellery (only stud earrings are allowed and should not be worn on PE days)




Sports day will take place on the school field, (weather permitting), on

Friday 4th July.
The times are as follows:

« Reception, Year 1 and 2 - 9.30am
« Year3,4,5and 6-1.30pm

Parents are most welcome to attend. Please enter via the bottom car park. All
children are to wear their PE kit on sports day.

A reserve sports day has been pencilled in for Monday 7th July should we have
to cancel due to the weather.

Thank you for your continued support
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