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This week at St James 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Welcome back! I hope everyone had a wonderful half-term break, even if the weather     
wasn’t quite on our side. As we step into this busy new half-term, we are focusing on our 
school value of respect—showing kindness and consideraƟon to others in all that we do. 

We’ve already had a fantasƟc start! On Monday, we celebrated the children who read four 
Ɵmes a week last half-term with a special treat, as well as our Living Value winners—well 
done to all of them! 

Year 6 have had an exciƟng week too. On Tuesday, they took part in another Debt Aware 
session with Mr Souter, learning valuable life skills. Then, on Thursday, they set off on their 
residenƟal with AcƟve Hope, where they had an amazing Ɵme. A big thank you to Mr Moon, 
Mrs Conant, and Miss BarraƩ for accompanying them! 

A huge well done to our Year 4 children who have now completed their      statutory mulƟpli-
caƟon check-they did an amazing job.  Looking ahead, next week is an important Ɵme for 
our Year 1  as they will be compleƟng their statutory phonics check, it is really important 
that all children are in school for these assessments.  

We’d also like to gently remind families that we are seeing an increase in term-Ɵme          
holidays. While we completely understand the rising cost of holidays, schools must follow 
government and local authority guidance, and unfortunately, we cannot authorise these  
absences. AddiƟonally, the local authority advises that any absences before or aŌer a       
holiday will be classified as unauthorised unless appropriate evidence is provided. We        
appreciate your understanding and support in ensuring good aƩendance. 

As always, we conƟnue journeying together to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God, 
and we look forward to a fantasƟc half-term ahead! 

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

respect 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.3% 

Reception 90% 

Year 1 94.3% 

Year 2 98.2% 

Year 3 98% 

Year 4 97.5% 

Year 5  95.9% 

Year 6  98% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.8% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  Year 2 

There were 136   pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Miss School Miss Out 

If you’re not coming to school, you will miss out on…. 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Keeping Children Safe: Why Record-Keeping MaƩers 

Safeguarding children is a top priority, and schools carefully keep records to help protect them. These 
records allow staff to spot concerns early, take acƟon when needed, and ensure children get the right 
support. 

Why Do Schools Keep Safeguarding Records? 

· NoƟcing Changes – Keeping track of concerns helps staff idenƟfy paƩerns and act quickly. 
· Keeping Children Safe – Records provide important details when decisions need to be made. 
· Working Together – Schools share informaƟon with trusted agencies to support children's well-

being. 
 
How Are Records Kept Safe? 

· Private and Secure – Only the right people can access safeguarding records. 
· Clear and Accurate – Schools make sure records are updated and truthful. 
· Kept for the Right Time – Records are stored responsibly and used appropriately. 
 

y keeping good records, schools help create a safe and supporƟve environment for every child. If you 
have any quesƟons about safeguarding, your child’s school is happy to help. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Emojis 

 

They say a picture’s worth a thousand words and when it comes to emojis, that’s often true 

📲😄💬. But in the wrong context, these innocent-seeming icons can take on a whole new 

meaning, sometimes hinting at things that aren’t as light-hearted as they appear. 

  

This week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide breaks down some of the slang and symbols young 
people use online and explains how some could be masking real issues, from bullying and exclu-

sion to harmful  behaviours🥀🐍. With this handy cheat sheet and top tips, adults can keep pace 

with this ever-changing  digital language 📖✨  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Encourage     

ArƟculate Learners’ 

RECEPTION Tommie Long 

YEAR 1 

 

Jacob  O’Brien 

YEAR 2 

 

Elliot Seddon 

YEAR 3 

 

Levvie Gilsenan 

YEAR 4 

 

Elliot Lee 

YEAR 5 

 

Donnie Bridge 

YEAR 6 Logan Chick 



PE Days  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y4 Swimming (4nd Jun – 16th July). 
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Monday Year 3 

Tuesday Year  1 and 2  

Wednesday  RecepƟon, Year 

Thursday Year 5 and 6.  

Friday Year 1 ,  2. 3 and 
4. 

  Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs this half  

term.  

 

· Tuesday 

 -Judo at 8am (5 weeks 10th June-8th July)-Please see flyer 

-Sports Club for YR, Y1 and Y2  with the Sports Coach 

-FAB Club for Y2 and Y3-Miss BarraƩ 

-ConfirmaƟon Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father   

        Micheal.  

· Wednesday 

- Football Club for Y5 and Y6 with Mr Moon 

· Thursday–  

        - Sports Club for KS2 with the Sports Coach 
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What is Thank a Teacher Day? 
 
On Thank a Teacher Day, we take an opportunity to say a big thank you to the teaching           
community for all they've done to support, educate and care for children over the past year. It 
isn't just teachers either, as this day celebrates all of those who work in schools. Whether they're 
caretakers, teaching assistants, cleaners or catering staff, Thank a Teacher Day is the day that we 
can recognise everyone for their role in helping children to thrive.  

It's supported by pupils, parents, schools and even celebriƟes from around the country. Behind 
every adult is the story of their learning journey. No maƩer how much you might have loved or 
hated a parƟcular subject, just about everyone has had at least one teacher who inspired and  
encouraged them along the way.  

Who's behind Thank a Teacher Day?  
 
Thank a Teacher Day was set up by the Teaching Awards Trust, which was established in 1998. 
The organisaƟon's main goal is to celebrate excellence in teaching and to raise the profile of     
educators, as well as the impact that they have upon wider society. Not only is this done through 
Thank a Teacher Day, but also through the Pearson NaƟonal Teaching Awards.  

How can I get involved with Thank a Teacher Day? 
 
One of the main ways that you can get involved with Thank a Teacher Day is by sending a card to 
the person who you think deserves some recogniƟon. Everyone who receives a card will be able 
to read your words of appreciaƟon!   

 

If you would like to get involved, please use the link below.  

 

hƩps://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/?
es_c=CCD434C50EF54071160EA607F332B8B9&es_cl=60918971AFB58EE6C41F07C83EEB755C&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1 

 

 


