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This week at St James 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

At our school, we journey together to live, learn, and laugh with the love of 
God, supporƟng each other every step of the way. This week, that spirit has 
shone brightly as our incredible Year 6 pupils have tackled their SATs tests with 
maturity, commitment, and determinaƟon. Their resilience and perseverance—
one of our valued Journey Drivers—have been truly inspiring, and myself and 
the rest of the staff could not be prouder of them. 

To celebrate their hard work, the children have enjoyed a well-earned treat of 
Domino’s pizza and some much-needed chill Ɵme! A special shout-out to Miss 
BarraƩ for creaƟng a wonderful celebraƟon cake, proudly displaying all the  
children’s iniƟals—it was a fantasƟc way to mark this milestone. 

Meanwhile, our Year 3 pupils beauƟfully represented our school when they 
sang at the local care home. Their hearƞelt performance truly brightened the 
residents' day, and they showcased the wonderful work they’ve been doing 
with Mrs Devaney. 

On Wednesday, we were treated to an exciƟng judo display! A judo club will be 
running aŌer half-term, so keep an eye out for the flyer with details on how to 
book. 

It’s been an upliŌing and memorable week, and we conƟnue to journey         
together, supporƟng and celebraƟng one another in all we do. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Friendship 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

94.6% 

Reception 92.7% 

Year 1 91.8% 

Year 2 95% 

Year 3 94.7% 

Year 4 92.1% 

Year 5  97.7% 

Year 6  99% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.9% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6 

There were  130  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Mr Ratcliffe, who has been with us for 3 years, will be moving on aŌer May half term to focus on com-
pleƟng his teacher training and gaining wider school experience. We are incredibly sad to see Mr 
Ratcliffe go. He has supported a wide variety of classes and individual children during his Ɵme with us 
and has brought so much fun, care and commitment to his work each and every day.  We will miss him 
greatly. but wish him the best of luck and hope he comes and visits us oŌen.  

 

Finally, Mrs Conant, our Inclusion Leader, will also be leaving us at the end of this academic year. Mrs 
Conant's husband has secured an exciƟng new job in the Midlands and so they will be relocaƟng over 
the Summer. Mrs Conant has worked at St James for 9.5 years and has dedicated all of her focus in that 
Ɵme to supporƟng children to flourish and grow, especially those children with special educaƟonal 
needs as the school's SENCO. We cannot thank Mrs Conant enough for the love and commitment she 
has so Ɵrelessly shown to our St James family over the years. We will all certainly miss her hugely but 
again know she'll keep in touch.  

 

From September the school will have a new SENCO in place and the arrangements for this are in moƟon 
with more informaƟon to follow aŌer half term.  

RESIDENTIALS 

 

For next academic year, we are proposing some exciƟng addiƟons to our residenƟals offer  for the chil-
dren in Year 3 and Year 4 (children currently in Y2 and Y3) and for the children in Year 5 and Year 6 
(children currently in Y4 and Y5).  

The Y3/Y4 residenƟal would be to Whitemoor Lakes and is an adventure holiday with lots of exciƟng ac-
ƟviƟes including zip wires, climbing walls, archery, campfires and much more!  

The Y5/Y6 residenƟal would be to YHA Chester for a ConnecƟng to Nature Package. This package is 
through GeneraƟon Green and  offers young people in England the chance to spend the night under the 
stars and connect with nature in protected landscapes and aims to widen access and engagement with 
beauƟful areas, boost nature connectedness, and provide the wellbeing benefits associated with being 
outdoors.  

If you would like your child to aƩend, please confirm this on school money to secure your place. This will 
go live on Friday 16th of May at 8:00am.  Places will be provided on a first come basis.  
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

ReporƟng Concerns 

At our school, the safety and wellbeing of every child is our highest priority. If parents or carers have any 
safeguarding concerns, we encourage them to report these promptly. 

Concerns can be shared directly with our Designated Safeguarding Team or  any member of staff. You 
can do this in person, via email, or by calling the school office. All concerns will be handled with          
sensiƟvity and in line with the guidance set out in Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024. 

If you ever feel a child is at immediate risk, please contact Children’s Social Care or the Police without 
delay. 

By working together, we ensure that our school remains a safe and supporƟve environment for all chil-
dren. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

MinecraŌ 

Still the best-selling game of all time, Minecraft has hundreds of millions of players - making it more important than 
ever to stay informed. With its vibrant worlds and endless potential for creativity  it’s no wonder Minecraft continues 
to capture young imaginations.  

With the Minecraft movie hitting cinemas in April, interest in the game has remained strong.  But whether they’re 
mining resources or building digital castles, children could also encounter strangers, scary content or bullying  be-
haviour online. 

This week’s free guide offers parents and educators the latest top tips on how to keep children safe from issues like 
griefing, chat risks, and unintended purchases, while still embracing the game’s educational and creative benefits.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Nurturing       

Curiosity. 

RECEPTION Harry  Mc Inroy 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Markas Pikalavicius 

YEAR 2 

 

Emily Gartside 

YEAR 3 

 

Eleanor Kenton 

YEAR 4 

 

Noah Barnes 

YEAR 5 

 

Noah Jackson  

YEAR 6 MaƩhew Gartside  



PE Days  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y4 Swimming (4nd Jun – 16th July). 
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Monday Year 3 

Tuesday Year  1 and 2  

Wednesday  RecepƟon, Year 

Thursday Year 5 and 6.  

Friday Year 1 ,  2. 3 and 
4. 

  Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs next half  

term.  

 

· Tuesday 

 -Judo at 8am (5 weeks 10th June-8th July)-Please see flyer 

-Sports Club for YR, Y1 and Y2  with the Sports Coach 

-FAB Club for Y2 and Y3-Miss BarraƩ 

-ConfirmaƟon Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father   

        Micheal.  

· Thursday–  

        - Sports Club for KS2 with the Sports Coach 

 

Booking is now available via ParentPay.  
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Food banks provide emergency food and compassionate, dignified support to people 
locked in crisis. There are 10 food banks available to residents in St Helens Borough, five of 
which are managed by The HOPE Centre charity in St Helens and require a voucher from a 
relevant local agency. 

St James  are registered  with St Helens Foodbank and are able to issue Food Bank Vouch-
ers (subject to condiƟons). If you feel like you are struggling to put food on the table,  
please contact Mrs Maloney , in the  School Office, for more informaƟon.  

We can also provide long term support through Early Help which Miss Moore and Miss Co-
nant organise.  

Community food pantries 

Pantries operate as a member-led neighbourhood hub and are just like a shop, in that you 
choose the food you want from the shelves. Members pay a small subscripƟon each week 
they visit, and in return can choose groceries worth many Ɵmes more, oŌen saving up to 
£1,000 a year on shopping bills.. How it works.: 

Step one: Find your nearest pantry (you must live in the area in which it is based). 

Step two: Go along and join on the day it is open, remembering it is open to everyone in 
that community. 

Step three: Pay your £5 membership each Ɵme you visit. Sit and have a cuppa while you 
wait for your turn. 

Step four: Choose your shopping, which will always be worth more than your weekly mem-
bership fee. 

Step five: Tell your neighbours and get them to join too.    

For more informaƟon please see  hƩps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/arƟcle/6987/Food 
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