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OUR VALUE THIS | | This week at St James
HALF TERM IS: Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fantastic week we've had at school! The sunshine has lifted our spirits, and it's been
FRIENDSHIP wonderful to see everyone enjoying the brighter days.

A huge well done to our Digital Leaders for organising such a successful Football
Fundraiser—it was great to see so many children taking part and supporting a good cause.

We also had a fabulous time celebrating VE Day, with pupils proudly dressed in red, white,
and blue as they took part in a range of special activities to mark this historic event. A big
thank you to our amazing kitchen staff, who treated us to delicious themed cupcakes that
added to the celebrations!

Looking ahead, next week is an important time for our Year 6 pupils as they sit their SATs
tests. We know they have worked incredibly hard, and we ask you to join us in wishing them
all the very best.

Year 6, remember—you’ve got this!

SATs don't measure sports, SATs don't measure art,

SATs don't measure music, or the kindness in your heart.

SATs don't see your beauty, SATs don't know your worth,

SATs don't see the reasons you were put upon this earth.

SATs don't see your magic, how you make others smile,

SATs don't time how quickly you can run a mile.

SATs don't hear your laughter, or see you've come this far,
SATs are just a tiny glimpse of who you really are.

So sitting at your table, with a pencil and your test,

Remember SATs aren't who you are, remember you're the best.

Have a lovely weekend

Mrs Briers




School Matters?

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Attendance Updates

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beating
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!

Our Whole School attendance to dateis 95.9%
The class with the highest attendance this week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6

There were 138 pupils with perfect attendance this week. Can we beat this next week?
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22/ 048 /25 School Re-—opens

2208525 World FEarth, Day

22/04 /25 Confirmations Class 3.20pm. — 4.1 5Spmu
24 S/ OL /25 St James’ Faster Service — Year 3 led, 2.30pme (e chuuarch)
28/ 04 /25 Year 2 Parents Ewvening-

29/04 /25 Year S Trgp — Jodrell Barnk.

29/04 725 Year 2 Parerdts Eueru.n.ga

Ol/O5/25 Year | assembly, 9.00am.

OS/OS25 SCHOOL CLOSED - Bank Holiday
O6/05/25 Digital Leaders — Foothall Fundraiser-
O6/05/25 Confirmationy Class: 3.20pm—4-.1 Sprmy
13/05/25 Confirmation: Class 3.20pm— 4.1 Spru
20/05/25 Confirmation, Class 3.20pm— 4.1 Spry
22/05/25 Year | Trip — Safari Park:

23/05/25 Coffee Morning TBC 9.00cm.
23/05/25 School, Closes.

A7 Every Lesson Counts ((.osr
At St James® CE Primary School

Days off school add up to lost learning and impact on your child’s life chances.

175 DAYS TO SPEND ON HOLI DAYS, FAMILY
TIME, VISITS, SHOPPING, HOUSEHOLD JOBS
AND OTHER APPOINTIVIENTS

175 Non School Days a year

190 school days 10 days absence 19 days of absence
each year for your 180 days of educa- 170 days of education
child’s education tion WORRYING

EXCELLENT el s Less than 90%

96% - 100% LESS THAN 96% Less chance of success;
Most effective way to School monitors harder to make progress
success and sets your attendance; it is less in learning, friendships

child off to a flying than expected. and relationships with
start. others.

Miss School Miss Out

If you’re not coming to school, you will miss out on....
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Bullying and Cyberbullying

At our school, ensuring the safety and well-being of every child is our highest priority. As part of our commitment

safeguarding, we follow the government’s Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance to tackle bullying and

cyberbullying.

We believe that every child has the right to feel safe, respected, and valued both in school and online. Our
Anti-Bullying Policy, available on our school website, outlines the steps we take to prevent and address any in-
stances of bullying. We encourage all parents and carers to take a moment to read this important document.

How Parents Can Help

You play a vital role in helping to tackle bullying, and together, we can create a supportive environment where all
children thrive. Here are some ways you can support your child:

e Encourage open conversations — Talk to your child regularly about their day, friendships, and any
concerns they may have.

e Spot the signs — Changes in mood, reluctance to go to school, or withdrawal from social activities may
indicate a problem.

e Promote kindness and inclusivity — Help your child understand the importance of respect and standing up
for others.

e Stay informed about online safety — Monitor their online activity and encourage responsible internet use.
e Report concerns — If you suspect bullying, whether in school or online, please contact us immediately so
we can provide support.

In addition to our strong commitment to tackling bullying, we are also embracing restorative practice and trauma
-informed approaches to support our pupils' emotional well-being. These methods focus on building positive re-
lationships, understanding individual experiences, and helping children navigate challenges in a safe and sup-
portive environment.

Restorative practices encourage open conversations, where children can express their feelings, resolve conflicts,
and strengthen their sense of belonging within the school community. Meanwhile, trauma-informed approaches
ensure that staff recognise the impact of difficult experiences and provide nurturing, compassionate support
tailored to each child’s needs.

By integrating these approaches, we aim to foster a school culture where every child feels understood, valued,
and empowered to thrive both academically and emotionally.

By working together, we can ensure that every child feels happy, confident, and safe in our school community. If

you have any concerns or need further advice, please don’t hesitate to reach out.




Online Safety Tip of the Week

National
Onlimne

Exam Stress Safety
Exam stress — sometimes referred to as test anxiety — is of course a long-running issue for children and
young people.

The possible impact of exam stress on children’s mental, emotional and physical wellbeing is difficult to
overstate — and students’ need for support is seldom greater than during these periods of their academic
life. This week’s guide offers you ten practical tips for helping young people to manage exam stress and
minimise its potentially detrimental effects.

At The Hational College, our WakeUpWednesday gudes empower and equip par i ence o thc be able to have informed and ~appropriate
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For further gui

10 Top Tips for Parents and Educators

MANAGING EXAM STRESS

At some point in thelr education, children are almost certain to encounter exam stress, which can cast a shadow over
their mental, emotional and physical wellbeing. Mental health charity YoungMinds estimate that a staggering 87% of
pupils suffer from exam stress — highlighting the urgent need to minimise its impaoct on children’s health ond happiness.
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Spirituality Spotlight

As a school community we want to be:

“Journeying together to Live,
Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God”’

[\IEIPWHI—IHN(C

1CORINTHIANS 16:14

Dear God,

Today, we send our love and prayers to our amazing Year 6 children as they
get ready for their SATs.

Please help them feel calm, confident, and proud of all the hard work they've
put in.

Fill their hearts with courage and their minds with focus, reminding them
that they are capable and brilliant.

We also think of their older siblings, family members, and friends sitting
GCSEs and A-Levels.

May they feel supported and encouraged, knowing they have so many peo-
ple cheering them on.

Give them strength, determination, and belief in themselves as they take this
next big step.

We are grateful for our wonderful teachers and families, who guide and lift
them up.

Please remind them all that their kindness, effort, and unique gifts matter far
more than any test score.

Bless them with peace, wisdom, and the knowledge that their future is
bright.

Amen.
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Journey Driver Focus:

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is Nurturing
Curiosity.

Esmay Royle

Hunter Frater-Hassett

Harley —Wade Rigby

Caspa-Troy Bridge

Kade Smallwood

Emmanuel Meza

Shaun Johnson

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




PE Days
Start (Mon 10th March 25)

End (Fri 16th May 25).

Monday Years1,2,3and 4
Tuesday Year3and 4
Wednesday Reception and
Thursday Reception and
Year 6
Friday Year1, 2.5and
6

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2™ April)

Clubs

We are running the following after school clubs this half
term.

Tuesday

- Sports Club for KS1 with the Sports Coach
-Confirmation Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father
Micheal.

Thursday—
- Sports Club for KS2 with the Sports Coach

*If your child is in Y1, Y4 Y6, you may receive a letter inviting them to attend a Booster
Club.




Uniform

Please make every effort to ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform and
that it is clearly labelled. Children should wear completely black shoes — not trainers. It is
important that the P.E kit is seen as an extension of our school uniform, therefore our
high standards should be kept. A reminder that our school PE kit consists of a black
tracksuit/red shorts and white t shirt. Please note that children should not wear any
form of jewellery (only stud earrings are allowed and should not be worn on PE days)

Children in Years 1-6 can bring in their own healthy snack to eat at breaktime.
This must not be chocolate, crisps or a sugary cereal bar.
Please be reminded that we are a nut free school.

Water bottles are permitted but these must only be filled with water.

If your child is being collected by someone different than usual or who members of
staff have not met before, it is vital that the School Office or the Class Teacher is
informed. If this is not done, we will have to call you to confirm the arrangements.
This is to ensure that your child is released into your care safely. You can support us
with this by making us aware of any changes to your child’s collection arrangements
in advance. Please be patent with staff who are just trying to keep children safe.




Early Years Maths Taster Session

Join our informative and free family learning =Y
Maths session!

In this informative course, you will:

@ Explore how you can
support your child with

maths.
@ Improve your own
/knnwledge of maths. Tues 3™ June
. 2025
O Find out about other 1 - 3pm at St.
courses on offer. James CE
Primary

S ————

I would like to attend the family learning sessions

Name

Child's name and class
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food b%- <

Food banks provide emergency food and compassionate, dignified support to people
locked in crisis. There are 10 food banks available to residents in St Helens Borough, five of
which are managed by The HOPE Centre charity in St Helens and require a voucher from a
relevant local agency.

St James are registered with St Helens Foodbank and are able to issue Food Bank Vouch-
ers (subject to conditions). If you feel like you are struggling to put food on the table,
please contact Mrs Maloney, in the School Office, for more information.

We can also provide long term support through Early Help which Miss Moore and Miss Co-
nant organise.

Community food pantries

Pantries operate as a member-led neighbourhood hub and are just like a shop, in that you
choose the food you want from the shelves. Members pay a small subscription each week
they visit, and in return can choose groceries worth many times more, often saving up to
£1,000 a year on shopping bills.. How it works.:

Step one: Find your nearest pantry (you must live in the area in which it is based).

Step two: Go along and join on the day it is open, remembering it is open to everyone in
that community.

Step three: Pay your £5 membership each time you visit. Sit and have a cuppa while you
wait for your turn.

Step four: Choose your shopping, which will always be worth more than your weekly mem-
bership fee.

Step five: Tell your neighbours and get them to join too.

For more information please see https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/6987/Food

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.
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Education

MENTAL HEALTH
COURSE

Start Date:
12th May

Understanding
Mental Health First
Aid & Mental Health
Advocacy in the
workplace

Three
Week
Course
Mon - Fri
9:30 - 11:30am
12:30 - 2:30pm
www.studysmartuk.online

ncfe. | cache

[ Education & Skills
-' soire . ncfe. | cache |Edugation & Sk

Fully Funded
School

Support
Course

Available e ek
- ==
in Levels Ll Course
1,2&3 v X _ Mon - Fri

& Daily sessions
*Please go to our website

for mores detalibecd 1st session 9:30 - 11:30am
information. 2nd session 12:30 - 2pm

www.studysmartuk.online




s ha pe We are changing
Haydock Library,

yo ur and we want YOU
Spa ce to help shape it!

Join our free creative workshops this May! All ages are welcome to
help re-imagine Haydock Library as a fun and inclusive place,
especially for disabled people and children. Share your ideas and
explore materials as we design the library of the future together.

Refreshments provided - Family and Sensory - friendly

? Haydock Library, St Helens, WAT1 OLY

oo @ D
Book the workshop dates and times 2 @

below. You can come to as many as e
you lke. A =
- Wk ¢ .

« Wed 14 May 11 am -1 pm
e Wed14 May 7 pm - 9 pm
e Thurs 15 May 3.30pm - 5 pm

(E

Free & Open to All

u( £ Book a free place and
{(GH tell us your access requirements
[G ({ [ Email: emilypeasgoodstudioegmail.com
[ ( ( Call, text or WhatsApp: 07749 115484

(( |
(el (%

COg& Supported using public funding by Q PEig(!}la‘é)D
= | ARTS COUNCIL : e
#ou® | ENGLAND Bso-[mIJ_!HElc_oEuI:!?: ' sTupio




Shape your space:
Come take part in workshops to
change Haydock Library.

My name is Emily Peasgood is an artist and
I am going to change the design of Haydock
Library in St Helens.

In May, | would like you to come to my
workshops at Haydock Library. We want to
include the ideas we come up with in the
workshop in the final design for the library.

These are workshops are happening on:
- Wednesday 14 May 11 am - 1 pm
. Wednesday 14 May 7 pm - 9 pm
. Thursday 15 May 3.30pm - 5 pm

These workshops will be fun and inclusive,
and we welcome everyone, especially
people with disabilities and children.

To book your place on a workshop. You can
reach me by email, call, text or WhatsApp.

My email is emilypeasgoodstudio@gmail.com

My phone number is 07749115484

When you book your space. Tell us if you have
any access requirements and we will adjust
things to make it inclusive for you.

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




