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OUR VALUE THIS | | This week at St James
HALF TERM IS;

FORGIVENESS

At St. James, our school value of Live, Learn, and Laugh with the Love of God continues to
guide and inspire everything we do—celebrating growth, kindness, and community. We're
delighted to share the highlights of a busy and rewarding week:

On Monday, Year 5 participated in another enlightening Debt Aware session with Mr.
Souter. These sessions are instrumental in equipping our pupils with practical financial
education that promotes responsibility and wise decision-making.

We'd like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all parents who attended Parents' Evening this
week. We hope the discussions were insightful and beneficial for you. Your ongoing support
strengthens the partnership between home and school, ensuring the best possible
outcomes for our children.

Thank you to everyone who visited our Book Fair and purchased books. Your contributions,
combined with the funds raised during November, will enable us to enhance our supply of
books in school. Reading truly opens the door to endless possibilities for our children!

Our New Hope Fundraising Day was a remarkable success! The funds raised will continue to
support New Hope School and Orphanage, making a tangible difference in the lives of
children in need. Last year, your generosity helped provide essential items such as
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, and body cream. Your kindness truly reflects our values and
the love of God in action.

Year 4 and Year 5 visited Haydock Library on Thursday to dive into Shakespeare Workshops,
and Year 6 followed on Friday. These sessions brought the magic of the Bard to life, sparking
curiosity and creativity in our young learners.

Finally, a big thank you to all the Reception parents who joined us for our special Mother’s
Day event. It was wonderful to celebrate this occasion together, and we hope you enjoyed
the heartfelt activities and moments prepared by your little ones.

As we look ahead to the coming weeks, let us continue to live, learn, and laugh with the love
of God, embracing every opportunity to grow together as a caring community. Thank you for
your unwavering support and involvement in our school life—it makes all the difference!

Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Briers
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Attendance Updates

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beating
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!

Our Whole School attendance to date is 96.1%
The class with the highest attendance this week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6

There were 144 pupils with perfect attendance this week. Can we beat this next week?

Attendance MatHers

Whole School

Counts.__.

Beln SCHOOL
Be O TIME

Reception

Year 1

100% D reeecron
Equates to:
0« 98%
0« 96%
w K 95% D e
0K 94% D v
;i;i;J(_.L ( 90% ) EQM,ER,NS_
QK 85% D aoon

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.
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WHAT THE NEW RULES
ATTENDANCE  pean FOR ME

I'm a single parent of one child and we want to go on holiday for a week.
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¥ -&’ ore unauthorised The school will

= consider prosecution

+ E160 + E160 + E160 + E160
4 children & 1 parent = £640 @Day =e$asslnns

Reduced to £320 if paid in 21 days

If in any period of not more than 3 years, your child has a 2nd and 3rd leave of absence
or pattern of irregular attendance...

é} 2ND TIME ° 3RD TIME
A penalty notice fine will not be
2 parents and o Q L " N given, Instead, your case will be
1 child = £320 ?f J taken to court
2 children = 640 ' A magistrate can fine each parent
3 children = 960 ! ' H F £2500 for each child
4 children = 1280 -y ' 1 parent & 4 children = £10,000

MNo discount for early payment 2 parents & 4 children = £20,000
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Keeping

children safe
is evervone's
responsibility

Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Encouraging Open Communication How to create a safe space for your child to discuss their feelings.

Open communication is a cornerstone of your child’s well-being and development. It allows them to feel valued,
heard, and supported, laying the foundation for trust and resilience. The "Keeping Children Safe in Education
2024" guidelines emphasise the importance of fostering environments where children feel secure enough to
voice their thoughts and emotions. Here's how you can create such a space at home:

Be Present and Attentive

Take time to actively listen to your child without distractions. Show genuine interest in their day and thoughts by
asking open-ended questions like, "What made you smile today?" or "Is there anything on your mind?" This
shows them you care about their feelings.

Create a Judgment-Free Zone

Let your child know they can share anything with you without fear of being criticised or dismissed. Reassure them
that their feelings are valid, whether they're excited, sad, or even frustrated. Avoid rushing to solve their
problems; sometimes, simply listening is the most helpful thing you can do.

Model Healthy Communication

Children learn by example, so demonstrate openness by sharing your own feelings in an age-appropriate way.
This normalises discussions about emotions and teaches them constructive ways to express themselves.

Be Patient and Encouraging

Children may not always know how to articulate their feelings. Encourage them gently and provide tools like
drawing or storytelling to help them express themselves in ways that feel natural to them.

Respect Privacy and Boundaries

While staying engaged, it's also essential to respect your child's need for space. Let them know you're always
available when they're ready to talk.

By creating a nurturing, safe space for open communication, you empower your child to build confidence, self-
awareness, and trust. Keeping children safe isn’t just about physical protection—it’s about safeguarding their
emotional well-being too.

Let’s keep the conversations flowing and the connections growing!




Online Safety Tip of the Week National
Onlime

Safety

Bluesky social app

Bluesky social app is a microblogging social media platform that gained popularity after separating from Twitter
in 2021. It's more than doubled its user numbers in the past six months alone, from 14.5 million in October

2024 to 32 million at present. Since accounts must be public, this opens the door to potential trolling{>
cyberbullying and the spread of misinformation.

This free guide — also available in podcast format — offering parents and educators advice and guidance on the
tools available to keep children safe while using the popular social media platform Bluesky.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower an:
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and w.

ip parents, carers and educators
ng, and climate change. Former!

the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
ered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

b
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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le B|uesky has been around since 2019, it’s suddenly taken off in a big way thanks to a
WHAT ARE significant exodus from X (formerly Twitter). Indeed, it looks and behaves a lot like Twitter before
T\,\E R,SKS? Elon Musk bought the platform. Bluesky has been touted in recent months as a safer, more

With an App Stora
rating of 17+ & Googl
Play rating Mulure

v
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open-minded alternative to X — but like any social media site, it still has its share of risks.
ACCOUNTS

‘While most social networks allow

accounts to be private, at the time of

iting, all Bluesky accounts must be

The development team has indicated

this might change in the future, but the app is
built on a public-first protocol. If private
accounts are ever introduced, it may only be in
alimited way — such as through the
implementation of group chats.

INTERACTIONS W
STRANGERS

Every account being public means that

anyone can be contacted by anyone else.
While users don’t have to respond and can
easily block people and move on, it does mean
that youngsters are at particular risk of being
conned by scammers, messaged by predatory
adults or exposed to others with ill intentions.
These hazards can be compounded by the fact
that Bluesky doesn’t require its users to provide
their real name.

TROLLING AND
BULLYING

While Bluesky currently feels a lot friendlier than

X seems to have become, its lack of private
accounts means that there’s nothing to stop

users from trolling and cyberbullying younger
people. While accounts can be blocked and
reported, a persistent bully could simply create
anew pr , potentially making their victims

feel unsafe uil *

r’

USE THE ADULT CONTENT FILTER

~
°
Bluesky doesn’t have much in the way of parental controls, but there are

content filters which can hide sexual and graphic imagery. These are enabled by default
for underage accounts but can be manually turned on in the ‘Moderation’ section of the
app’s settings. The ‘advanced’ Bluesky Moderation Service lets you restrict content even

further, hiding — for exumple — self-harm content, extremist rhetoric, and even rude posts.

ENCOURAGE BLOCKING AND REPORTING ~ **

Another tool that Bluesky uses to ensure a decent experience is muting
and blocking accounts. The former prevents you from seeing a specific user’s
content, while the latter stops them from seeing yours. If a child is encountering trolls
or bullies on the platform, encourage them to use this function, while also reporting the
offenders to help make the platform a nicer place for everyone.

y B
a y, .

Meet Our Expert

Alan Martin is an experienced technology journalist who has
written for the likes of Wired, TechRadar, Tom'’s Guide, The
Evening Standard, The Guardian and The New Statesman.

X @wake_up_weds

3 /wuw.thenationalcollege

DANGEROUS
MISINEORMATION

Established news organisations have
fact-checking and editing processes, but
social networks have no such controls and

can often serve as breeding grounds for
misinformation and disinformation. Bluesky will
possibly be no different once it reaches a
certain size, and children may not have the
critical thinking skills to tell fact from fiction — or
to discern an informative, honest user from a
malicious one.

ADULT TARGET
AUDIENCE

Bluesky isn‘t designed with children in mind,
and there aren’t many parental controls on the
platform. In an interview with the BBC, Bluesky’s

nally said that the app would only
allow users aged 18 and above to sign up, buta
spokesperson later clarified its age restriction
as 13+. This could imply the app was originally
meant for an adult audience and suggests that
making the platform more child-friendly might
not currently be a pri

RAPID GROWTH

At the time of writing, Bluesky seems

calm in comparison with other social

networks where moderation is lax and the
atmosphere toxic — but that’s due at least in
part to its smaller community. The app has
recently been adding as many as a million users
per day, and if that continues, there’ll be more
unpleasant users to handle, and moderators
could struggle to maintain the pleasant
environment Bluesky is currently known for.

e .im

LOOK OUT FOR FAKES

Impersonation is a problem on all social networks. While the consequences are usually
benign, imposters sometimes attempt to scam or groom children by pretending to be a
popular influencer or online personality. Bluesky is unique in that it can be connected to
official domains, with users’ handles linking to other sites; while this isn’t widely used right
now, it could be a reliable way to verify celebrities and public figures in future.

—lar ——

KEEP AN OPEN DIALOGUE

As with all social media platforms, moderation and content filters can only do so much;

it’s highly likely that a child will eventually face something unsavoury. For that reason, it's
important to make sure that young people are aware of the risks and know how to handle
the technology if anything they see on the app makes them feel unsafe or uncomfortable.

)

The
National
College®

@wake.up.wednesday )t @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 26.03.2025
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Spirituality Spotlight

As a school community we want to be:

“Journeying together to Live,
Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God”’

[\IEIPWHI—IHN(C

1CORINTHIANS 16:14

Prayers for Mothering Sunday
Loving God,

Thank you for mums and children
and for all the joy of family life.
Be with those who are grieving because they have no mother;

Be close to those who are struggling because they have no children;

Be near to those who are sad because they are far apart from those they love.

Let your love be present in every home,

And help your church to have eyes to see and ears to hear the needs of all who come,
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen,

Thank you God for the love of our mothers:

thank you God for their care and concern;

thank you God for the joys they have shared with us;
thank you God for the pains they have borne for us;
thank you God for all that they give us;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Journey Driver Focus:

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is Resilience and
Perseverance .

RECEPTION Charlotte Comber

George Braithwaite

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




PE Days
Start (Mon 10th March 25)

End (Fri 16th May 25).

Monday Years1,2,3and 4
Tuesday Year3and 4
Wednesday Reception and
Thursday Reception and
Year 6
Friday Year1, 2.5and
6

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2™ April)

We are running the following after school clubs this half term.

Monday

- KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe
Tuesday

-FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with Miss Barratt

-Football for KS2 with the Sports Coach

-Confirmation Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father Micheal.
Wednesday

-Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman.
Thursday—

-8am Archery Club with external provider.

-Multi-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6, you may receive a letter inviting them to attend a Booster Club.




Eid Celebration Day at St James CE Primary School

On Tuesday 1* April, we will be holding an Eid Celebration Day to allow us to celebrate
alongside some members of our school community and to provide all children with the
opportunity to learn more about this religious festival. This special occasion will definitely
give our children the opportunity to enjoy the spirit of Eid, while promoting cultural
awareness, respect, and inclusion.

Event Details:

Date: Tuesday 1st April

Dress Code: Children are welcome to wear traditional or party/celebration clothes if
they wish.

Activities: There will be a range of fun activities, including crafts, storytelling, and
learning about the significance of Eid.

Treats: Children may bring in nut-free treats to share with their class if they would like.
We will be providing all children with an Eid specially baked treat too thank you to
the wonderful ladies in the St James kitchen.

We encourage all children to take part in this joyful celebration, whether they celebrate
Eid at home or would just like to learn more about it.

If you are celebrating Eid and would like to help school in planning the day (maybe by
coming in to talk with the children, share some Eid music or celebrations or even helping
us with activity ideas), please do speak in person or via phone/email with the school
office who will put you in touch with a senior member of staff.

Parental Survey
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve and provide the best possible education
for your children, we kindly ask you to take a few moments to complete our parent sur-
vey.

Your feedback is incredibly valuable to us. We always strive to listen to your views and
take action where possible. Your opinions play a crucial role in
shaping the future of our school and ensuring its success. e ey ool

Parent/Carer Survey (2024/2025)

Thank you for your time and support.

Please use the QR code or the link below.
St James CE Primary School (Parent/Carer Survey 2024-2025)
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The Easter Holiday Activity and Food Programme (HAF)

Funded by the Department for Education, the FREE holiday activities and food (HAF)
programme provides healthy food and enriching activities for primary and secondary
school-aged children eligible for benefits-related free school meals.

The aim of the programme is to:

e support children to eat healthier and be more active over the school holidays
e give children a greater knowledge of health and nutrition
e enable children to become more engaged with school and other local services.

HAF Easter Programme 2025

The Easter Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 7
April to Saturday 19 April 2025 for all eligible children, young people, and families.

The programme is open to children aged 4-18 years who are eligible for and receiving
benefits-related free school meals (FSM), and their families. Children who are in receipt
of a support plan via Early Help, Child in Need or Children We Look After, EHCP, or if
your child receives additional hours at school.

The HAF Team would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over
the Easter to remove some of the financial burden to families who are already on the
brink.

Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the information about the Easter
programme.

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/article/4060/Holiday-activities-and-food-programme

If you require any further information, please call Central Link Family Hub 01744 673445.
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Easter Bingo

Buigo £ game £6 o [l book, (6 garmees).
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Leading the way in

providing tech—-—based
activities that are both
inspirational and
educational!

CODING—ROBOTICS—GAHIME DESIGN-MINECRAFT & MORE

ST HELEI'IS

& Rainford High School

Higher Lane, Rainford, wWAIll 8NY

2 Zth—11th 8 14th—-17th April
9am—3pm/llam—3pm

Paid sessions Funded Sessions

m Childcare Voucher payments
Nnow available.
Providing fun, educational activities including
coding, robotics, game design and Minecraft
Education as part of the HAF Scheme. Both

paid and funded places are available to
book for kids aged 5+.

2% ;
Department s ST HELENS

for Education = BOROUGH COUMNCIL

*FREE places available to those eligible for and receiving benefits—related free school meals (I—SM)
and their families. Children who are in receipt of a support plan via Early Help, Child in Need or
Children We Look After, EHCP, or if your child receives additional hours at school.

BOOK Visit the link or scan the code—

computerxplorers.co.uk/bolton—wigan/book
Questions? EMmail us— bolton@computerxplorers.co.uk

Department
for Education

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




Neurodevelopment
pathwvway drop ins

Mersey Care
MHS Foundation Trust

beginning February 2025

Come along to one of our drop in

sessions in St Helens.

Our team will answer questions

yvou have about the
neurocodevelopment pathwvvay
process.

You don't need to be using our
service, you can drop in if yvou have
any questions to ask about this.

We look forvward to meeting vou.

Second Tuesday of the
month at Parr Children’s
Centre, 2.20am to 11.30am

and Sutton Family Hub 1pm

to 4pm.

Third Tuesday of the month

at Newton Family Hub, 1pm

to 4pm.

Fourth Tuesday of the
month at Central Link
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

11 February at Parr
Children's Centre, 2.30am
to 11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1Tpm to 4pm.

18 February at Newwton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

25 February at
Central Link Family
Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

11 March at Parr
Children's Centre, 2.30am
to 11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, Tpm to d4pm.

18 March at Newton
Family Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

25 March at Central Link
Family Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

8 April at Parr Children's
Centre, 2.30am to
11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

15 April at Newton
Famihy Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

22 April at Central Link
Family Hub, Tpm to 4pm.

Sutton Family Hub, Ellamsbridge Road, Sutton, St Helens, WVWAS 3PY

Mental Health Support Team

Wellbeing webinars

Your MHST is running a series of mental health and wellbeing webinars.

TOPICS AND DATES

Understanding Low Mood - 25 February
Neurodiversity - 18 March

Parenting Skills for Behaviour - 29 April
LGBTQ+ - 10 June

Emotional Regulation - 13 May

Body Image - 8 July

WHEN

Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.15pm on Zoom
(link will be emailed once you register)

We have two webinars available on our
website. These sessions focus on
Understanding Anxiety will give you a
flavour of what to expect from a session.

To register please email which webinar you

want to attend to events@merseycare.nhs.uk

Webinars will be recorded. No chat function will be available for safety purposes.

Mersey Care
NHS Foundation Trust



English, maths & ESOL

and Education

Cor L o find out
@ 01744 676671, 01744 477328, or 07702 957814
@ adulilearning@sthelens.gov.uk
* www sthelens.gov.uk/adultlearning

(f stHelensACL Com i ng soon !

# @sTHLearning

When Course Where
Monday afternoon Caring for Children information session
315 March Park Road Centre
1-2pm Ideal for those hoping to work or volunteer with | W9 1HE
P children aged 0-5.
Photography and Wellbeing
United Reformed
S-wieek course, exploring the 5 ways to wellbeing | Church, 5t Helens
and how photography can help to develop these. | WAL0 22
Usa your smart phone, no cameras needad!
Digital Skills for Improvers.
5t Helens Library
Learn how to use Microsoft Word, Excel, or WAL0 18X
PowerPoint.
Intro to English
Park Road Centre
Learning English made easy and enjoyable. W3 1HE
Perfect for anyone looking to improve their basic
English skills.
Waednesdays Entry level 3 Award Caring for Children
From 23" April Fark Road Contre

Learn about confidence through play, routines for | Wa9 1HE
a young child (0-5yrs) and providing a safe and
healthy lifestyle.

9:15am -2:45pm

First Aid Are you a volunteer in St Helens or part of a Park Road Centre
Places available for Monday charitable organisation or community group? Wag 1HE

h Cwur FREE first ald 1 day course will help to
14" April and

rt he.
Tuesday 15* April i

Crafts
Mental Health Awarenass Assorted Venues
Training for volunteers
|Pads and Tablets

Digital Skills for Beginners

Watch this space for

Places must be booked in advance.
To join our free courses, you need to be aged 19 or over and live in one of these areas:
: _St Helens, Halton, Knowsley, Liverpool, Sefton, or Wirral.
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Carers Carers

Drop in to chat with other

parent carers in a relaxed parent carers in a relaxed Fhi
setting, tell us what is setting, tell us whatis S
working well and what isn't Available working well and what isn‘t uvailabie
working so well with health, working so well with health,

education and social care education and social care

services and to help services and to help

improve them. improve them.

Drop in to chat with other

Fridaps = 4th April Tuesday’s 22nd April
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Foster with us and help
change the life of a child

Get in touch, to find out more

Get in touch to find out more

03456460098 03456460098 _J_- .
Enquiry@fosterd.co.uk Enquiry@foster4.co.uk ‘ .
Ofsted -
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22IND JUNE 2025

MEET 10PM - 21ST JUNE
SUNRISE 4.50AM

Trek to the summit of Snowdon in )
time for the sun to brealc the horizon
in aid of Willowbrook Hospice

Registration £55 includes,
transport and t-shirt. Raise £300
in sponsorship

@F} www . willowbrook.org.ulk
a2 Ol1744 453798

Willowbroolc

=
Hospice s contact counes

Registered Charity No. 1020240 RN f = m

Plant Sale

Bedding plants,
Fexmnia(s, ve,gezl-abl%
Cafe £ outdoor

tervace open

Friday 23rd May |10am-2pm
& Saturday 24th May 10am-2pm

The Living Well Marquee
Borough Road, St Helens, WAI0 3RN £25 REGISTRATION FEE
INCLUDES T-SHIRT

RAISE £600 IN SPONSORSHIP
Black Knights Skydiving Centre




