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This week at St James 
At St. James, our school value of Live, Learn, and Laugh with the Love of God conƟnues to 
guide and inspire everything we do—celebraƟng growth, kindness, and community. We’re 
delighted to share the highlights of a busy and rewarding week: 

On Monday, Year 5  parƟcipated in another enlightening Debt Aware session with Mr.    
Souter. These sessions are instrumental in equipping our pupils with pracƟcal financial     
educaƟon that promotes responsibility and wise decision-making.  

We’d like to extend our hearƞelt thanks to all parents who aƩended Parents' Evening this 
week. We hope the discussions were insighƞul and beneficial for you. Your ongoing support 
strengthens the partnership between home and school, ensuring the best possible            
outcomes for our children.  

Thank you to everyone who visited our Book Fair and purchased books. Your contribuƟons,          
combined with the funds raised during November, will enable us to enhance our supply of 
books in school. Reading truly opens the door to endless possibiliƟes for our children! 

Our New Hope Fundraising Day was a remarkable success! The funds raised will conƟnue to 
support New Hope School and Orphanage, making a tangible difference in the lives of      
children in need. Last year, your generosity helped provide essenƟal items such as         
toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, and body cream. Your kindness truly reflects our values and 
the love of God in acƟon. 

Year 4 and Year 5 visited Haydock Library on Thursday to dive into Shakespeare Workshops, 
and Year 6 followed on Friday. These sessions brought the magic of the Bard to life, sparking 
curiosity and  creaƟvity in our young learners.  

Finally, a big thank you to all the RecepƟon parents who joined us for our special Mother’s 
Day event. It was wonderful to celebrate this occasion together, and we hope you enjoyed 
the hearƞelt acƟviƟes and moments prepared by your liƩle ones. 

As we look ahead to the coming weeks, let us conƟnue to live, learn, and laugh with the love 
of God, embracing every opportunity to grow together as a caring community. Thank you for 
your unwavering support and involvement in our school life—it makes all the difference! 

Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Briers  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

FORGIVENESS 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.6% 

Reception 93.3% 

Year 1 93.2% 

Year 2 95.9% 

Year 3 98.7% 

Year 4 98.3% 

Year 5  97.3% 

Year 6  99% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is 96.1% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6 

There were  144  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Encouraging Open CommunicaƟon How to create a safe space for your child to discuss their feelings. 

 

Open communicaƟon is a cornerstone of your child’s well-being and development. It allows them to feel valued, 
heard, and supported, laying the foundaƟon for trust and resilience. The "Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 
2024" guidelines emphasise the importance of fostering environments where children feel secure enough to 
voice their thoughts and emoƟons. Here's how you can create such a space at home: 

 

Be Present and AƩenƟve 

Take Ɵme to acƟvely listen to your child without distracƟons. Show genuine interest in their day and thoughts by 
asking open-ended quesƟons like, "What made you smile today?" or "Is there anything on your mind?" This 
shows them you care about their feelings. 

Create a Judgment-Free Zone 

Let your child know they can share anything with you without fear of being criƟcised or dismissed. Reassure them 
that their feelings are valid, whether they're excited, sad, or even frustrated. Avoid rushing to solve their         
problems; someƟmes, simply listening is the most helpful thing you can do. 

Model Healthy CommunicaƟon 

Children learn by example, so demonstrate openness by sharing your own feelings in an age-appropriate way. 
This normalises discussions about emoƟons and teaches them construcƟve ways to express themselves. 

Be PaƟent and Encouraging 

Children may not always know how to arƟculate their feelings. Encourage them gently and provide tools like 
drawing or storytelling to help them express themselves in ways that feel natural to them. 

Respect Privacy and Boundaries 

While staying engaged, it's also essenƟal to respect your child's need for space. Let them know you're always 
available when they're ready to talk. 

By creaƟng a nurturing, safe space for open communicaƟon, you empower your child to build confidence, self-
awareness, and trust. Keeping children safe isn’t just about physical protecƟon—it’s about safeguarding their 
emoƟonal well-being too. 

 

Let’s keep the conversaƟons flowing and the connecƟons growing! 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Bluesky social app 

Bluesky social app is a microblogging social media platform that gained popularity after separating from Twitter 
in 2021. It’s more than doubled its user numbers in the past six months alone, from 14.5 million in October 

2024 to 32 million at present. Since accounts must be public, this opens the door to potential trolling🗯️, 

cyberbullying and the spread of misinformation. 

 

This free guide – also available in podcast format – offering parents and educators advice and guidance on the 
tools available to keep children safe while using the popular social media platform Bluesky.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Resilience and 

Perseverance .  

RECEPTION CharloƩe Comber 

YEAR 1 

 

Oakley Passey 

YEAR 2 

 

Noah Welsby 

YEAR 3 

 

George Braithwaite 

YEAR 4 

 

Mason Cliffe  

YEAR 5 

 

Roman McCabe 

YEAR 6 Loƫe Stanley 



PE Days  
Start (Mon 10th March 25) 

End (Fri  16th May 25).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2nd April) 
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Monday Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Tuesday Year 3 and  4 

Wednesday  RecepƟon and 

Thursday RecepƟon and  

Year 6 

Friday Year 1 ,  2. 5 and  
6 

   Clubs 

 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs this half term.   

· Monday 

        - KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe 

· Tuesday 

        -FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with  Miss  BarraƩ 

        -Football for  KS2 with the Sports Coach 

       -ConfirmaƟon Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father         Micheal.  

· Wednesday 

        -Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman. 

· Thursday–  

        -8am Archery Club with external provider.  

        -MulƟ-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6,  you may receive a leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend a Booster Club.  
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Eid CelebraƟon Day at St James CE Primary School 

  
On Tuesday 1st April, we will be holding an Eid CelebraƟon Day to allow us to celebrate 
alongside some members of our school community and to provide all children with the 
opportunity to learn more about this religious fesƟval. This special occasion will definitely 
give our children the opportunity to enjoy the spirit of Eid, while promoƟng cultural 
awareness, respect, and inclusion. 
  
Event Details: 

Date: Tuesday 1st April 
Dress Code: Children are welcome to wear tradiƟonal or party/celebraƟon clothes if 

they wish. 
AcƟviƟes: There will be a range of fun acƟviƟes, including craŌs, storytelling, and 

learning about the significance of Eid. 
Treats: Children may bring in nut-free treats to share with their class if they would like. 

We will be providing all children with an Eid specially baked treat too thank you to 
the wonderful ladies in the St James kitchen.  
  

We encourage all children to take part in this joyful celebraƟon, whether they celebrate 
Eid at home or would just like to learn more about it. 
  
If you are celebraƟng Eid and would like to help school in planning the day (maybe by 
coming in to talk with the children, share some Eid music or celebraƟons or even helping 
us with acƟvity ideas), please do speak in person or via phone/email with the school 
office who will put you in touch with a senior member of staff.  

Parental Survey 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve and provide the best possible educaƟon 
for your children, we kindly ask you to take a few moments to complete our parent sur-

vey. 

Your feedback is incredibly valuable to us. We always strive to listen to your views and 
take acƟon where possible. Your opinions play a crucial role in 

shaping the future of our school and ensuring its success. 

Thank you for your Ɵme and support. 
 

Please use the QR code or the link below.  
St James CE Primary School (Parent/Carer Survey 2024-2025)  
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The Easter Holiday AcƟvity and Food Programme (HAF) 
 
 Funded by the Department for EducaƟon, the FREE holiday acƟviƟes and food (HAF)    
programme  provides healthy food and enriching acƟviƟes for primary and secondary 
school-aged children eligible for benefits-related free school meals. 

The aim of the programme is to: 

· support children to eat healthier and be more acƟve over the school holidays 
· give children a greater knowledge of health and nutriƟon 
· enable children to become more engaged with school and other local services. 
 

HAF Easter Programme 2025 

The Easter Holiday AcƟviƟes and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 7 
April to   Saturday 19 April 2025 for all eligible children, young people, and families. 

The programme is open to children aged 4-18 years who are eligible for and receiving 
benefits-related free school meals (FSM), and their families. Children who are in receipt 
of a support plan via Early Help, Child in Need or Children We Look AŌer, EHCP, or if 
your child receives addiƟonal hours at school. 

The HAF Team would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over 
the Easter to remove some of the financial burden to families who are already on the 
brink. 

 

Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the informaƟon about the Easter 
programme. 

hƩps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/arƟcle/4060/Holiday-acƟviƟes-and-food-programme 

 
 

If you require any further informaƟon, please call Central Link Family Hub 01744 673445. 
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Journeying Together to Live, Learn 
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