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This week at St James 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we conƟnue to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God, I am delighted to share the 
wonderful acƟviƟes and achievements of our school community this week. 

On Monday, all Pupil Leader groups met to plan their iniƟaƟves for the remainder of the 
year. They worked diligently to brainstorm ideas on how they can contribute to making our 
school even beƩer. Their enthusiasm and commitment are truly inspiring. 

Tuesday saw more spot prizes awarded for 100% aƩendance. Thank you for your                
unwavering support in ensuring our children aƩend school regularly. Our aƩendance rates 
are currently higher than in previous years, surpassing our Trust average, the NaƟonal      
average, and the North West average. This is an incredible achievement, and we must     
conƟnue to strive for excellence. 

On Wednesday, our KS2 children parƟcipated in a NaƟonal Rail Safety lesson, and Year 5  
enjoyed their swimming lessons. It was heartwarming to see our Ethos team in acƟon,        
delivering in-class worship to Year 6. A big thank you to the parents who aƩended the Year 1 
Phonic Screening check informaƟon session. 

Thursday was another busy day with KS1 children taking part in NaƟonal Rail Safety lessons.  

Thank you for your support in sending in boƩles in exchange for the children wearing their 
own clothes. This will greatly contribute to creaƟng a fantasƟc tombola for our Easter Bingo. 

Looking ahead, next week promises to be equally exciƟng. Our Book Fair will be open from 
Monday to Wednesday, and we hope you can aƩend. Monday is World Maths Day, and we 
will have a special worship led by the Young Carers Team. Parents Evening will be held for all 
years except Y2 and Y4, which will be scheduled separately. AddiƟonally, Year 4, Year 5, and 
Year 6 will be visiƟng Haydock Library for Shakespeare workshops. 

Thank you for your conƟnued support and involvement in our school community. 

Have a lovely weekend, Mrs Briers  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

FORGIVENESS 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

93.9% 

Reception 96.7% 

Year 1 93.9% 

Year 2 94.5% 

Year 3 93.7% 

Year 4 95.4% 

Year 5  92.3% 

Year 6  91% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £ 5 is RecepƟon. 

There were 133 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Access to  Mental Health Resources 

We understand the importance of mental health and wellbeing for our children and their families. As part of our 
commitment to supporƟng our community, we want to share some valuable resources  available through 
the Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 guidelines. 

Where to Find Mental Health Support Services: 

School Mental Health Lead: Our school has a designated Mental Health Lead (Mrs Conant and Miss Moore) who 
is trained to   oversee and support the mental health and wellbeing of our children. They are available to provide 
guidance and connect families with appropriate resources. 

Local Mental Health Support Teams:  St Helens Mental Health Support Team works closely with  St James schools 
to offer targeted support for children and young people experiencing mental health  challenges. They provide  
early intervenƟon and help to ensure that children  receive the care they need. 
 
Online Resources: The Department for EducaƟon offers a range of online resources to help families   understand 
and support their children's mental health. These include guides, toolkits, and informaƟon on various mental 
health issues. 
  
Community Services: There are numerous community-based services that offer mental health support for        
children and families. These services can provide counselling, therapy, and other forms of assistance. 
 
Helplines and Websites: Families can access support through helplines and websites dedicated to mental health. 
These plaƞorms offer confidenƟal advice and support from trained professionals. 
 
We encourage you to reach out if you have any concerns about your child's mental health. Our school is here to 
support you and ensure that every child has access to the resources they need to thrive. 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

 

Streamers 

You may already know that livestreaming plays a major role in children’s entertainment, with a wide 
range of personaliƟes influencing young viewers in both posiƟve and negaƟve ways. While watching 

streamers can be fun, it also comes with significant risks, including misinformaƟon,  financial harms, and 

inappropriate content. 

Popular streaming plaƞorm Twitch has over 2.5 million viewers at any given Ɵme, which is why it’s more        
important than ever to stay informed. This week’s guide, also available as a podcast, explores the poten-
Ɵal dangers of livestreaming and offers essenƟal insights to help you protect the children in your care.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Resilience and 

Perseverance .  

RECEPTION Esmay Royle 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Frankie Brown 

YEAR 2 

 

Lucy Eccleston  

YEAR 3 

 

Alice Slater 

YEAR 4 

 

Nathanael Arthur 

YEAR 5 

 

Olive-ChrisƟna 

YEAR 6 Briella Shaw 



PE Days  
Start (Mon 10th March 25) 

End (Fri  16th May 25).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2nd April) 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

Monday Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Tuesday Year 3 and  4 

Wednesday  RecepƟon and 

Thursday RecepƟon and  

Year 6 

Friday Year 1 ,  2. 5 and  
6 

   Clubs 

 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs this half term.   

· Monday 

        - KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe 

· Tuesday 

        -FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with  Miss  BarraƩ 

        -Football for  KS2 with the Sports Coach 

       -ConfirmaƟon Classes (for those children who are being confirmed) with Father         Micheal.  

· Wednesday 

        -Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman. 

· Thursday–  

        -8am Archery Club with external provider.  

        -MulƟ-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6,  you may receive a leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend a Booster Club.  
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Due to the overwhelming success of our previous event, the Book Fair is returning to St James' 
School!  

The Book Fair will be held from Monday, 24th March to Wednesday, 26th March. 

Event Details: 

· Time: 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

· LocaƟon: Inside the school (Please enter via the school office) 
 

Payment OpƟons: 

· We accept both cash and card payments. However, card payments are preferred and can be 
made via a QR code. 

 
Special Note for Seashells AƩendees: 

· If your child aƩends Seashells, they can visit the Book Fair with staff. Please place the money 
in an envelope clearly labelled with your child's name and the amount provided. 

Thank you for your support! 

Parental Survey 
As part of our ongoing commitment to improve and provide the best possible educaƟon 
for your children, we kindly ask you to take a few moments to complete our parent sur-

vey. 

Your feedback is incredibly valuable to us. We always strive 
to listen to your views and take acƟon where possible. Your 

opinions play a crucial role in shaping the future of our 
school and ensuring its success. 

Thank you for your Ɵme and support. 
 

Please use the QR code or the link below.  
St James CE Primary School (Parent/Carer Survey 2024-2025)  
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Tree PlanƟng 

School has been given some trees and we planning to use them to being to es-
tablish a woodland area at the far end of the school field.  In order for this to 
happen, we need some help planƟng them.  So, on Sunday 23rd March, a num-

ber of us will meet on the school field at 3pm and would appreciate it if lots of people could join 
us.  All are welcome, but children must be accompanied by an adult.  Please come to the field 
through the gate to the boƩom car park and bring a spade or a trowel.  We will be finished by 
4:30 at the latest.  During this Ɵme there will not be access to the school building or play-
grounds.    

 
  

Eid CelebraƟon Day at St James CE Primary School 
  
On Tuesday 1st April, we will be holding an Eid CelebraƟon Day to allow us to celebrate 
alongside some members of our school community and to provide all children with the 
opportunity to learn more about this religious fesƟval. This special occasion will definitely 
give our children the opportunity to enjoy the spirit of Eid, while promoƟng cultural 
awareness, respect, and inclusion. 
  
Event Details: 

Date: Monday 1st April. 
Dress Code: Children are welcome to wear tradiƟonal or party/celebraƟon clothes if 

they wish. 
AcƟviƟes: There will be a range of fun acƟviƟes, including craŌs, storytelling, and 

learning about the significance of Eid. 
Treats: Children may bring in nut-free treats to share with their class if they would like. 

We will be providing all children with an Eid specially baked treat too thank you to 
the wonderful ladies in the St James kitchen.  
  

We encourage all children to take part in this joyful celebraƟon, whether they celebrate 
Eid at home or would just like to learn more about it. 
  
If you are celebraƟng Eid and would like to help school in planning the day (maybe by 
coming in to talk with the children, share some Eid music or celebraƟons or even helping 
us with acƟvity ideas), please do speak in person or via phone/email with the school 
office who will put you in touch with a senior member of staff.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Easter Holiday AcƟvity and Food Programme (HAF) 
 
 Funded by the Department for EducaƟon, the FREE holiday acƟviƟes and food (HAF)    
programme  provides healthy food and enriching acƟviƟes for primary and secondary 
school-aged children eligible for benefits-related free school meals. 

The aim of the programme is to: 

· support children to eat healthier and be more acƟve over the school holidays 
· give children a greater knowledge of health and nutriƟon 
· enable children to become more engaged with school and other local services. 
 

HAF Easter Programme 2025 

The Easter Holiday AcƟviƟes and Food Programme (HAF) will be running from Monday 7 
April to   Saturday 19 April 2025 for all eligible children, young people, and families. 

The programme is open to children aged 4-18 years who are eligible for and receiving 
benefits-related free school meals (FSM), and their families. Children who are in receipt 
of a support plan via Early Help, Child in Need or Children We Look AŌer, EHCP, or if 
your child receives addiƟonal hours at school. 

The HAF Team would like to ensure that as many eligible families take this offer up over 
the Easter to remove some of the financial burden to families who are already on the 
brink. 

 

Please see below the link to the HAF webpage with all of the informaƟon about the Easter 
programme. 

hƩps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/arƟcle/4060/Holiday-acƟviƟes-and-food-programme 

 
 

If you require any further informaƟon, please call Central Link Family Hub 01744 673445. 
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