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This week at St James 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you all had a lovely half term! A special thank you to those families 
who shared their beauƟful pictures with us, capturing moments of joy and   
connecƟon with nature. Your parƟcipaƟon in our 'Show the Love' campaign  
truly highlighted the importance of cherishing our green planet and creaƟng 
lasƟng memories with the ones you love. 

Our Year 4 and Year 5  children had an incredible Ɵme on their residenƟal trip 
to Malham. They enjoyed acƟviƟes such as fire lighƟng, stargazing during our 
night hike, walking in nature, building a campfire, and parƟcipaƟng in minibeast 
challenges and scavenger hunts. We are all exhausted and I'm sure everyone 
will sleep well tonight! A huge thank you to all the staff who aƩended this 
event and to YHA Malham and the GeneraƟon Green project, as without their 
support, this trip would not have been possible. 

Huge congratulaƟons to our Year 3 football team who came first when repre-
senƟng our school  on  Thursday.  We are so proud of their teamwork and 
sportsmanship.  Well done Year 3! 

Our new aŌer-school clubs have also been hugely successful. We may have 
some future archers and darts players in the making! 

As we move forward into the new term, we are excited about the upcoming 
events and acƟviƟes  that we have planned. As always, we are commiƩed to 
our school vision: to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God. Let's conƟnue 
to work together to make this term a posiƟve and enriching experience for all. 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

FORGIVENESS 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.7% 

Reception 89.3% 

Year 1 98.6% 

Year 2 96.4% 

Year 3 93.3% 

Year 4 97.5% 

Year 5  93.6% 

Year 6  99.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  Year 6 

There were  136 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Early Help and IntervenƟon: SupporƟng Your Child's EmoƟonal Well-being 

At our school, we understand that children may face emoƟonal challenges at Ɵmes. It's important to recognize 
the signs and know how to support your child effecƟvely. Based on the Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 
2024 guidelines, here are some steps you can take if your child is struggling emoƟonally: 

Recognise the Signs 

Children may not always express their feelings directly. Look out for signs such as: 

· Changes in behaviour or mood 
· Withdrawal from friends and acƟviƟes 
· Decline in academic performance 
· Physical symptoms like headaches or stomach aches 
 
Open CommunicaƟon 

Encourage your child to talk about their feelings. Create a safe and supporƟve environment where they feel com-
fortable sharing their thoughts. Ask open-ended quesƟons and listen without judgment. 

Seek Support 

If you noƟce persistent emoƟonal difficulƟes, consider seeking help from professionals. Our school has a desig-
nated safeguarding lead (Mrs Briers) who can provide guidance and connect you with appropriate resources. Ad-
diƟonally, you can reach out to: 

· Mental Health support Team 
· School Nurse 
· St Helens Early Help 
· Local mental health services 
 
Promote Healthy Habits 

Encourage your child to engage in acƟviƟes that promote emoƟonal well-being, such as: 

· Regular physical exercise 
· Adequate sleep 
· Healthy eaƟng 
· CreaƟve outlets like art or music 
 
Stay Informed 

Stay informed about the resources and support available within the school and the community. AƩend work-
shops and read materials provided by the school to beƩer understand how to support your child's emoƟonal 
health. 

Remember, early intervenƟon can make a significant difference in your child's well-being. If you have any          
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact our school's safeguarding team for assistance. 

Together, we can ensure that every child feels safe, supported, and valued. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

   Group Chats 

Occurring through messaging apps, on social media and in online games, 
group chats are among the most popular ways that young people engage with their peers online.             
Involving, by definiƟon, three or more  in, these groups allow users to send messages, images and videos 
to everyone in one place. While they are useful for helping friends, people with shared interests or      
members of a club to communicate and  coordinate acƟviƟes, they can also leave young people feeling 
excluded and bullied – as well as providing opportuniƟes for inappropriate content to be shared and 
viewed.  In this week’s guide, you'll find Ɵps on a number of potenƟal risks such as bullying, inappropriate 
content and unknown members. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our ChrisƟan Value this half term is: 
 
 
 
 

 

Dear God, 

Thank you for loving us and always forgiving us when we make mistakes. 
Please help us to forgive others, just as You forgive us. When someone 
hurts us, give us the strength to let go of our anger and to show kindness 
instead. Help us to remember that everyone makes mistakes and that 
forgiving others makes our hearts lighter and our friendships stronger. 

Amen. 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Resilience and 

Perserverence .  

RECEPTION Daisy Hind 

YEAR 1 

 

Sujatha De Silva 

YEAR 2 

 

Sophia Illes 

YEAR 3 

 

Willow Butler 

YEAR 4 

 

MaƟlda Smith-Pilling 

YEAR 5 

 

Madison Frater-
HasseƩ 

YEAR 6 Briella Shaw 



PE Days  
 

Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2nd April) 
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Monday Year 3 and Year 
4 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 
6 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 

4 



   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs this half term.   

· Monday 

        - KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe 

· Tuesday 

        -FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with  Miss  BarraƩ 

· Wednesday 

        -Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman. 

· Thursday–  

        -8am Archery Club with external provider.  

        -MulƟ-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6,  you may receive a leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend 
a Booster Club.  

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

CollecƟon From School  
 

 
 
                   
   
 

If your child is being collected by someone different than usual or who        
members of staff have not met before,  it is vital that the School Office or the 

Class Teacher is informed. If this is not done, we  will have to call you to       
confirm the arrangements. This is to ensure that your child is released into 

your care safely. You can support us with this by making us aware of any 
changes to your child’s  collecƟon  arrangements in advance.  
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This year, World Book Day will be held on Thursday 6th March and we hope you’ll join us to celebrate 
across the school.  

Reading for pleasure is a vital indicator of a child’s future success and it is ‘the beaƟng heart’ of our   
curriculum. We want to see all of our children form a life-long habit of reading and thus enjoy the im-

proved life  chances this provides for them.  

The theme for this year’s World Book Day is to ‘Read Your Way!’ and celebrate with words. Therefore, 
we are inviƟng children to come in dressed as a word of their choice, which will support and encourage  

vocabulary development in a fun, creaƟve way. Some examples include athleƟc, creaƟve, fragile,    
mythical, vibrant, brave, glamorous, courageous, duplicate, celebrate, hilarious, sleepy, fesƟve, puzzled, 
contagious, nocturnal, ancient, illuminate, retro, coronaƟon, blizzard, emoƟon, excavate, archaeologist, 

skeletal, astronaut etc. The list is endless and there are lots of brilliant ideas online!  

If your child already has a World Book Day costume in mind, they could sƟll dress as a character and 
choose a word associated with their character. For example: Harry PoƩer could be associated with the 
word ‘magic’, Incredible Hulk could be associated with the word ‘strong’, Elmer the Elephant could be 
associated with the word ‘colourful’, George’s Marvellous Medicine could be associated with the word 

‘curious’ etc. We have lots of exciƟng acƟviƟes planned for the day including a vocabulary parade,     
compeƟƟons, reading buddies, visits from some of the Saints RLFC players and many more.  

Further informaƟon to follow aŌer half-term! 

Many thanks for your support, 

Miss Dodd 
English Leader 
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