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Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God
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OUR VALUE THIS | | This week at St James
Dear parents/carers
HALF TERM IS;

We have had a wonderful end to the half term this week, and it's delightful to see the first signs

of Spring slowly but surely appearing.

COURAGE . . L
On Monday, Mr. Partington visited us again, joining some of our lessons to help deepen our
understanding of maths. Mrs. Atherton was also in school, enjoying her time meeting the Year 2
children and getting to know them. She is very excited to return after the half term to continue
building these connections.

We also had an archery assembly, and we hope many children will sign up for this exciting club.
For more information, please check the school app.

On Wednesday, our Digital Leaders led in-class worship for Safer Internet Day. They did an amaz-
ing job, and the children learned so much. A big thank you to Miss McDonald for organising this
event.

It was lovely to see so many parents at the Year 4 and Year 5 residential meeting. We are
incredibly grateful to Generation Green and YHA Malham for this fantastic opportunity, and we
are all looking forward to the trip in the first week back after half term.

As we look ahead to the new half term, we are excited about the many activities and learning
opportunities that await us. We will continue to nurture a love of learning, foster creativity, and
encourage our children to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God guiding us every step of the
way.

During the half term break, enjoy spending time in nature with your family and have fun sharing
our green planet with your loved ones. Please share your experiences with a photograph on the
school’s X account (formerly known as Twitter).

Finally, as we bid farewell to Mrs. Bond, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude for her
dedication and hard work during her time at St. James Primary School. We will miss her greatly
but are excited for her as she embarks on a new journey in her career. We wish Mrs. Bond all the
best in her new job and know she will continue to make a positive impact wherever she goes.

Have a lovely half term!

Mrs Briers




School Matters?

a8 & O

Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beating
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!

Attendance Updates

Our Whole School attendance to date is 95.7%

The class with the highest attendance this week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Reception and Year 2
There were 134 pupils with perfect attendance this week. Can we beat this next week?

The winner of this terms attendance competition is Demi Rattray.

Weekly Attendance

Whole School

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

95.5%

Year 3

95%

Year 4

95.4%

Year 5

Year 6

Attendance Matters
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Term Dates

2024-2025
Wednesday 4" September 2024 Friday 18' October 2024 33
Monday 4™ November 2024 Thursday 19" December 2024 34

Monday 6™ January 2025

Friday 14™ February 2025

30

Monday 24" February 2025

Wednesday 9" April 2025

33

Tuesday 22" April 2025 Friday 23" May 2025 23
Monday 2™ June 2025 Tuesday 22" July 2025 37
120

Term Dates
2025-2026

Wednesday 3™ September 2025

Friday 24™ October 2025

38

Monday 3™ November 2025

Monday 5" January 2026

Friday 19" December 2025

Friday 13 February 2026

35

30

Monday 23™ February 2026

Monday 13" April 2026

Friday 27*" March 2026

Friday 22" May 2026

25

29

Wednesday 3™ June 2026

Friday 17 July 2026

33

190




24/02/2025

School, Re-opens. 8.4 0am,

26/02/2025

Year & and, Year 5 Residential, begins

26/05/2025

School, Nurse: drop-inv 3.30pm

27/02/2025

Archeryy Club starts 8.00am,

27/05/2025

Year 3 Foothall,

05/03/2025

Year 5 Su.imming;d:ﬂrtﬁ

05/03/2025

Ash Wednesday Service, St James' the Greal Church,
10.30am

06/03/2025

World: Book Day

[1/03/2025

Year 3 T[i,pr— Lwe:mePhxmﬂmnmnmd:Wnrld;Muﬁﬂm

17/03/2025

wag;{:ﬂl\erﬁrucﬁahduﬂ;

17/03/2025

Year | Phonics Information 2.00pm,

24 /03/2025

Parents E'u..len.i.ng» 3.30;:11;— ErDOPm

24/03/2025

Book: Fair 3.30;:71;

25/03/2025

Parents En..le.rﬂ.ng» 3.30;:1\;— EI‘DOPI‘I‘I:

25/03/2025

Book Fair 3.30pm

26/03/2025

Book Fair 3.30pm

26/03/2025

Newr Hope: Fundraising Day

28/03/2025

Reception, Mother's Day Event; 2.00pm-3.00pm,

31/03/2025

Fid Celebration Day

0l/04/2025

Year 5 and, Year 6 Hockeiy

08/04/2025

Easter Seruice, St James' the Greal Church, Year 3 to.lead,

09/04/2025

School, Closes for. Easter- 200pm.

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




children safe
is evervone's
responsibility

Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Supporting Children’s Mental Health

At St James, we are committed to promoting the mental well-being of our students. As
outlined in the Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024 guidance, schools play a crucial
role in fostering positive mental health and ensuring the safety and welfare of children.

Our Role in Promoting Positive Mental Health

Creating a Safe Environment: We strive to create a nurturing and safe environment
where children feel valued and supported. This includes implementing anti-bullying poli-
cies and ensuring that every child has a trusted adult they can turn to.

Early Identification and Support: Our staff are trained to recognise signs of mental health
issues and provide early support. We work closely with parents and mental health profes-
sionals to ensure that children receive the help they need promptly.

Mental Health Education: We incorporate mental health education into our curriculum to
help  children understand and manage their emotions. This includes teaching coping
strategies, resilience, and the importance of seeking help when needed.

Access to Resources: We provide access to various mental health resources, including
counselling  services and support groups. Our goal is to ensure that every child has the
tools they need to thrive both academically and emotionally.

Parental Involvement: We believe that parents play a vital role in supporting their chil-
dren's mental health. We offer workshops and resources to help parents understand and
address mental health  issues.

By working together, we can create a supportive community that prioritises the mental
well-being of our children. If you have any concerns about your child's mental health,
please do not hesitate to reach out to our dedicated team.

Let's continue to make St James a place where every child feels safe, supported, and
ready to learn!

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




Online Safety Tip of the Week

National
Online
Safety

Developing Emotional Literacy

As we grow up, we’re inevitably exposed to new and challenging feeling -
whether it’s sadness, fear or rage. These emotions can be tough to handle when we’re still learning about
the world — and even once we’ve passed into adulthood — which is why emotional literacy is a vital life skill

Of course, when emotions are running high, it can be tricky to help young people process these feelings in
a healthy way, but it’s incredibly important that we do so as parents and educators. This week’s free guide
provides you with expert tips on teaching children to recognise their own emotions and deal with them in
a mature manner.

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationulcollege com.

10iTop TlpS for: Parents

SUPPOR'I;ING Cljj LBREN 11Ke),
DEVELOP EMOT ONAL

a crucial role in strengthenlng a child's wellbeing by enhan g their relationships and re: nce. However,
emotional literacy is not necessarily an innate talent, and its development may present challenges. This
guide gives parents and educators practical tips on supporting children to cultivate this essential skill.

1 NAME THE EMOTION

Encourage children to identify and name their
emotions. This helps them understand what
they're feeling and why. Use simple language
and relatable examples to make it easier for
them to share their emotions. This builds a
foundation for emotional understanding and
open communication.

MODEL EMOTIONAL
EXPRESSION

Demonstrate healthy emotional expression by
sharing your feelings visibly. When children see
adults properly displaying how they‘re doing
and what they're thinking, they learn to do the
same. Discuss how you handle emotions in
different circumstances, providing a real-life
framework for young ones to follow.

 pmETE N ¥
3 MINDFULNESS
ACTINITIES

Teach children mindfulness practices to help
them stay present and manage their emotions
during more challenging moments. Activities
like deep breathing, meditation or yoga can
reduce stress and enhance emotional
regulation. Regular practice can improve focus
and emotional stability, which can significantly
help children both as they‘re growing up and
throughout their adult life.

2

4 USE STORYTELLING

Incorporate storytelling to help children

understand emotiol Stories can offer

relevant scenarios illustrating how the

characters experience and manage their

feelings. Discuss the emotions depicted in

stories and ask children how they might feel in
imilar situations.

—

various scenarios can enhance their ability to
empathise. Understanding others’ emotions
helps children to develop compassion and
improves their social interactions.

Meet Our Expert

ENCOURAGE
JOURNALING

Suggest keeping a journal to make note of
thoughts and emotions, as writing can provide
an outlet for self-reflection and emotional
i urage children to write about
riences and feelings, helping

this alongside them, so they can see and
experience how to do it effectively.

AT T

7 TEACH
PROBLEM-SOLVING -

Do what you can to help children develop
problem-solving skills to assist in managing
emotional challenges. Discuss potential
solutions to emotional conflicts and encourage
them to think c ally about what they (and
others) can do to process their f

emotions positively and build resilience.

|
8 CREATE A SAFE SPACE

Establish an environment where children

feel safe to display their emotions without
judgement. Encourage open exchanges and
reassure them that all feelings are valid. This
supportive atmosphere promotes trust and
encourages children to express themselves with
confidence.

A —~

9 USE VISUAL AIDS @Y,

Take advantage of visual aids like emotion
charts or mood meters to help children identify
and express their feelings. Use these tools
regularly in your interactions. They provide a
visual representation of emotions, making it
easier for children to communicate their
emotional state.

1o CELEBRAT
EMOTIONAL GROWTH

Acknowledge and celebrate progress in
n f

useful tool that will encourage continued
reinforces the importance of
emotional literacy — encouraging young people
to maintain the good habits and healthy
behaviours that you've taught them.

The

yis

Adam Gillett is Associate Vice-Principal for Personal Development at i Nati I
Penistone Grammar School and works on secondment one day a week i ¢ ¢ ational

for Minds Ahead, an organisation that supports schools in improving i x [ o
their mental health provision. 3 COIIeSe

X @wake_up_wed 3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday ot @wake.up.wed

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 29.01.2025




Spirituality Spotlight

As a school community we want to be:

““Journeying together to Live,
Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God”’
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[VERYTHING

1CORINTHIANS 16:14

A Prayer for February Half Term

Dear Hearenly Father,

AsweappxmdmﬂwzFebnwthum,weﬂwanka}orﬂwzmm&

bizs&ingﬁYouhaAﬁeb@simueduponu&.Weamgon}orﬂwzop—
poﬁumbgfchw[zamand@xghwiﬂwﬂwz[oveofGodmour

hearts.
Wepra%(ﬁo-rourdfuldm, MWWM%MW

with Your wisdomn and fill their hearts with joy and peace.
Help us to remember Your presence in our lives, and may we carry
Your love with us in all that we do: Let us return refreshed and
ready to confinue our journey of learning and growing together.
II’IJ@S{MSII’LQM,LUQPJ‘O.L&.

Amm.
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Journey Driver Focus:

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is Understanding
Christian and British Values.

RECEPTION Olivia-Rose Preston

Toby Jones-
Pendlebury

Joseph

Joseph Webb

James Hunter

David Udeh

Andrew Inglis

’?)5;/‘

Cel e== Ei"ath_‘

Christian Value Focus:

Courage

Each half term, one child from each class is nomi-
nated by their class teacher for ‘living out’ our
value of the half term. The value for this half
termis ‘Courage’

RECEPTION Oliver Klempt

Poppy Siddall

Emily Gartside

George Twist

Matida Smith-Pilling

Lily Hind

Aedria Angeles

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




PE Days

Start (Mon 6" Jan 25)
End (Fri 7 March 25).

Monday Year 3 and Year
Tuesday Year 5 and Year

Wednesday Reception

Year 5 and
Year 6
Thursday Year 1 and Year
2
Friday Year 1, Year 2.

Year 3 and Year

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2™ April)




Clubs
We are running the following after school clubs next half term.
Booking is now open on Parent App.

. Monday

- KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe
« Tuesday

-FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with Miss Barratt
« Wednesday

-Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman.
«  Thursday-

-8am Archery Club with external provider.

-Multi-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach

If your child isin Y4, Y5 or Y6, you may receive a letter inviting them to attend

MUSIC SERVICE ENSEMBLES [iii &
AT ST HELENS TOWN HALL [ewiwosss

TUESDAY...

ROCK 2 POP BAND

WEDNESDAY

WIDER
OPPORTUNITIES BAND
94PM - 5PM

WEDNESDAY

INTERMEDIATE
WIND BAND

q4PM - SPM 9PM - SPM

WEDNESDAY § WEDNESDAY
QINFONIA MUSIC THEORY CLUB
5.15PM - 6.30PM 5.15PM - 6.30PM

WEDNESDAY

INTERMEDIATE
STRINGS

4.30PM - 5.50PM

cservice@sthelens aov uk
SCAN THE QR CODE
BELOW TO JOIN AND

REGISTER TODAY

WEDNESDAY

MUSIC THEORY CLUB

WEDNESDAY

ORCH'EQ’T rA
5.15PM — 6.30PM

aPM - SPM



ARCHERY EDUCATION
www. judoeducation.co.uk
Mobile : OTBO0B147TST

eMail : matharcheryeducation.co.uk

THE QL’I"M PIC SPORT OF ARCHERY IS COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL
' What can Archery do for your child? E

# Increase Confidence e Increase Concentration
L [ # Self Discipline and Respect ® Increased Health & Fitness

-

5 i
(' The classes are taught by fully qualified coaches. L f-' Thareare s lavelsinour |
® They have extensive experience in teaching : course and each year
children of all ages and abilities. your child can progress
& All Coaches are FuII'_.l CRB/DES Cleared . to the next skill level.

The Educational Ar:her'_r course im:ludes
# All Coaching Feas » All Archery Equipment
» Certificate of Achievement
» Weekly Awards

ST JAMES CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thursday 27" February 2025

Cost: | £30 | Time: [  8.00—8.45am
To secure your child's place, please scan to code balow or follow this link:
s ifforms.gleBDESVimiWVaZr2HZTH
ta fill in the form. Confirmations and payment details will then be senl cut via Email.

5 week Archery Course, scan this OR code 1o join!
@ l-"n.lr "
t 1- illl ?
%P' H;fi“

%N "1"“3. S

FRael
B s

** Plaase note that this class will take place OUTSIDE so please ensura your child has
suitable clothing and footwear**

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




CHEFS CLUB
ST JAMES CE
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

EIHTMLEHHHME[WESHIS.HH 10 FOLLOW
EEE.MLHE,EWFHHEMLI{EAEM CHEF
EHMEEEEAHEEEMSE.
miﬂiu;{r?ﬁﬂmﬂmﬂﬂﬂi SLPTO ATTEND.
AFMMM.I'LHA{EE GO FAST!
www.chefdepartyinfo.co.yl q

L

‘7: e CREDITS RDOED FEMR [ENDANCE

BHERS ﬁ LE FOR F COURSE AL

e to book budding ¢ to this 5 ourse
the school for booki tails.

f Chef de Party x @chef_dePparty_1




ST JAMES VS PARISH ROCKSLAM

07 FEBRUARY - 14 MARCH 2025

* ANSWER AS MANY QUESTIONS AS POSSIBLE *
PLAY IN ANY GAME TYPE * THE WINNING CLASS WILL HRVE
THE HIGHEST NUMBER OF CORRECT ANSWERS PER PUPIL *
ASK YOUR TEAGHER FOR FULL DETAILS AND RULES *

RIS >




TUESDAY 4TH OF MARCH

DESSERTOF THEDAY o
@ (CANYOU GUESS?)

PANCAKES WITH BANANAS

Il i




Changing lives through a love of books and reading m

Werld Book Day~ is a charity sponsored by National Book Tokens.

This year, World Book Day will be held on Thursday 6™ March and we hope you’ll join us to celebrate
across the school.

Reading for pleasure is a vital indicator of a child’s future success and it is ‘the beating heart’ of our
curriculum. We want to see all of our children form a life-long habit of reading and thus enjoy the im-
proved life chances this provides for them.

The theme for this year’s World Book Day is to ‘Read Your Way!’ and celebrate with words. Therefore,
we are inviting children to come in dressed as a word of their choice, which will support and encourage
vocabulary development in a fun, creative way. Some examples include athletic, creative, fragile,
mythical, vibrant, brave, glamorous, courageous, duplicate, celebrate, hilarious, sleepy, festive, puzzled,
contagious, nocturnal, ancient, illuminate, retro, coronation, blizzard, emotion, excavate, archaeologist,
skeletal, astronaut etc. The list is endless and there are lots of brilliant ideas online!

If your child already has a World Book Day costume in mind, they could still dress as a character and
choose a word associated with their character. For example: Harry Potter could be associated with the
word ‘magic’, Incredible Hulk could be associated with the word ‘strong’, Elmer the Elephant could be
associated with the word ‘colourful’, George’s Marvellous Medicine could be associated with the word

‘curious’ etc. We have lots of exciting activities planned for the day including a vocabulary parade,
competitions, reading buddies, visits from some of the Saints RLFC players and many more.

Further information to follow after half-term!
Many thanks for your support,

Miss Dodd
English Leader
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i Places Available A

We have both Funded and Non-Funded
places available at our nursery for
children aged 18 Months — 4 Years.

OPENING 15t APRIL 2025

Whatwe Oﬂéﬁ We have a Holiday Club

available each School
As well as our new, fun Holiday. The dates can be
and engaging setting full found on our Facebook Page

of resources. We have €3 Love Learning Haydock!
secured an amazing Alternatively, contact Lisa on
outdoor space for us to 07749873295.

explore some Forest

Our Holiday Club welcomes
children aged 2-8 Years Old.
8.30am — 5.30pm

Special Offer!

N W
E.j £30 PerDay **
£120 Full Week

J

Email: lisa.lovelearning79@gmail.com . -
r N (¢ )

. [ |
*K R Where?
OfSted St James Parish Centre
We are Ofsted Registered! ) Church Rd,
Haydock,
Saint Helens, p
WA11 ONJ y




Xplorers
¥ |

Leading the way in
providing tech-based
activities that are both
inspirational and

| FEBHUHHY educational!
n gl gl ‘

IS E I M hTecH
TR LU0 0E cLuBs

'A Rainford High School

Higher Lane, Rainford, WAl 8NY

B
2 19th & 20th Feb 2025
[
9am-3pm
half days cEz/qilqble

Providing fun, educational

activities this half term!-
Wednesday- Digital Animation & Minecraft
Thursday- Robotics & Minecraft

ooooo
-----
ooooo




Neurodevelopment
pathwvway drop ins

Mersey Care
MHS Foundation Trust

beginning February 2025

Come along to one of our drop in

sessions in St Helens.

Our team will answer questions

yvou have about the
neurocodevelopment pathwvvay
process.

You don't need to be using our
service, you can drop in if yvou have
any questions to ask about this.

We look forvward to meeting vou.

Second Tuesday of the
month at Parr Children’s
Centre, 2.20am to 11.30am

and Sutton Family Hub 1pm

to 4pm.

Third Tuesday of the month

at Newton Family Hub, 1pm

to 4pm.

Fourth Tuesday of the
month at Central Link
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

11 February at Parr
Children's Centre, 2.30am
to 11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1Tpm to 4pm.

18 February at Newwton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

25 February at
Central Link Family
Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

11 March at Parr
Children's Centre, 2.30am
to 11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, Tpm to d4pm.

18 March at Newton
Family Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

25 March at Central Link
Family Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

8 April at Parr Children's
Centre, 2.30am to
11.20am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

15 April at Newton
Famihy Hub, 1Tpm to d4pm.

22 April at Central Link
Family Hub, Tpm to 4pm.

Sutton Family Hub, Ellamsbridge Road, Sutton, St Helens, WVWAS 3PY

Mental Health Support Team

Wellbeing webinars

Your MHST is running a series of mental health and wellbeing webinars.

TOPICS AND DATES

Understanding Low Mood - 25 February
Neurodiversity - 18 March

Parenting Skills for Behaviour - 29 April
LGBTQ+ - 10 June

Emotional Regulation - 13 May

Body Image - 8 July

WHEN

Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.15pm on Zoom
(link will be emailed once you register)

We have two webinars available on our
website. These sessions focus on
Understanding Anxiety will give you a
flavour of what to expect from a session.

To register please email which webinar you

want to attend to events@merseycare.nhs.uk

Webinars will be recorded. No chat function will be available for safety purposes.

Mersey Care
NHS Foundation Trust



