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This week at St James 
Dear parents/carers 

We have had a wonderful end to the half term this week, and it's delightful to see the first signs 
of Spring slowly but surely appearing. 

On Monday, Mr. Partington visited us again, joining some of our lessons to help deepen our    
understanding of maths. Mrs. Atherton was also in school, enjoying her time meeting the Year 2 
children and getting to know them. She is very excited to return after the half term to continue 
building these connections. 

We also had an archery assembly, and we hope many children will sign up for this exciting club. 
For more information, please check the school app. 

On Wednesday, our Digital Leaders led in-class worship for Safer Internet Day. They did an amaz-
ing job, and the children learned so much. A big thank you to Miss McDonald for organising this 
event.     

It was lovely to see so many parents at the Year 4 and Year 5 residential meeting. We are           
incredibly grateful to Generation Green and YHA Malham for this fantastic opportunity, and we 
are all looking forward to the trip in the first week back after half term. 

As we look ahead to the new half term, we are excited about the many activities and learning   
opportunities that await us. We will continue to nurture a love of learning, foster creativity, and 
encourage our children to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God guiding us every step of the 
way. 

During the half term break, enjoy spending time in nature with your family and have fun sharing 
our green planet with your loved ones. Please share your experiences with a photograph on the 
school’s X account (formerly known as Twitter). 

Finally, as we bid farewell to Mrs. Bond, we want to express our heartfelt gratitude for her        
dedication and hard work during her time at St. James Primary School. We will miss her greatly 
but are excited for her as she embarks on a new journey in her career. We wish Mrs. Bond all the 
best in her new job and know she will continue to make a positive impact wherever she goes. 

Have a lovely half term! 

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Courage 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.5% 

Reception 97.3% 

Year 1 95% 

Year 2 97.3% 

Year 3 95% 

Year 4 95.4% 

Year 5  92.3% 

Year 6  97% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is 95.7% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  RecepƟon and Year 2 

There were  134  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week? 

The winner of this terms aƩendance compeƟƟon is  Demi RaƩray. 
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

SupporƟng Children’s Mental Health 

At St James, we are commiƩed to promoƟng the mental well-being of our students. As 
outlined in the Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 guidance, schools play a crucial 
role in fostering posiƟve mental health and ensuring the safety and welfare of children. 

Our Role in PromoƟng PosiƟve Mental Health 

CreaƟng a Safe Environment: We strive to create a nurturing and safe environment 
where children feel valued and supported. This includes implemenƟng anƟ-bullying poli-
cies and ensuring that every child has a trusted adult they can turn to. 
 
Early IdenƟficaƟon and Support: Our staff are trained to recognise signs of mental health 
issues and provide early support. We work closely with parents and mental health profes-
sionals to ensure that  children receive the help they need promptly. 
 
Mental Health EducaƟon: We incorporate mental health educaƟon into our curriculum to 
help       children understand and manage their emoƟons. This includes teaching coping 
strategies, resilience, and the importance of seeking help when needed. 
  
Access to Resources: We provide access to various mental health resources, including 
counselling       services and support groups. Our goal is to ensure that every child has the 
tools they need to thrive both academically and emoƟonally. 
 
Parental Involvement: We believe that parents play a vital role in supporƟng their chil-
dren's mental health. We offer workshops and resources to help parents understand and 
address mental health       issues. 
 
By working together, we can create a supporƟve community that prioriƟses the mental 
well-being of our children. If you have any concerns about your child's mental health, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to our dedicated team. 

Let's conƟnue to make St James a place where every child feels safe, supported, and 
ready to learn! 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

   Developing EmoƟonal Literacy 

As we grow up, we’re inevitably exposed to new and challenging feeling -
whether it’s sadness, fear or rage. These emoƟons can be tough to handle when we’re sƟll learning about 
the world – and even once we’ve passed into adulthood – which is why emoƟonal literacy is a vital life skill 

Of course, when emoƟons are running high, it can be tricky to help young people process these feelings in 
a healthy way, but it’s incredibly important that we do so as parents and educators. This  week’s free guide 
provides you with expert Ɵps on teaching children to recognise their own emoƟons and deal with them in 
a mature manner. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Understanding 

ChrisƟan and BriƟsh Values. 

RECEPTION Olivia-Rose Preston  

 

YEAR 1 

 

Toby Jones-
Pendlebury  

YEAR 2 

 

Joseph 

YEAR 3 

 

Joseph Webb 

YEAR 4 

 

James Hunter 

YEAR 5 

 

David Udeh 

YEAR 6 Andrew Inglis 

ChrisƟan Value Focus: 

Courage 

 

Each half term, one child from each class is nomi-
nated by their class teacher for ‘living out’ our 
value of the half term. The value for this half 

term is  ‘Courage’ 

 

RECEPTION Oliver Klempt 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Poppy Siddall 

YEAR 2 

 

Emily Gartside 

YEAR 3 

 

George Twist 

YEAR 4 

 

MaƟda Smith-Pilling 

YEAR 5 

 

Lily Hind 

YEAR 6 Aedria Angeles 



PE Days  
 

Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2nd April) 
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Monday Year 3 and Year 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 



   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs next half term.   

Booking is now open on Parent App. 

· Monday 

        - KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe 

· Tuesday 

        -FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with  Miss  BarraƩ 

· Wednesday 

        -Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman. 

· Thursday–  

        -8am Archery Club with external provider.  

        -MulƟ-skills for KS1 with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6,  you may receive a leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend 
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This year, World Book Day will be held on Thursday 6th March and we hope you’ll join us to celebrate 
across the school.  

Reading for pleasure is a vital indicator of a child’s future success and it is ‘the beaƟng heart’ of our   
curriculum. We want to see all of our children form a life-long habit of reading and thus enjoy the im-

proved life  chances this provides for them.  

The theme for this year’s World Book Day is to ‘Read Your Way!’ and celebrate with words. Therefore, 
we are inviƟng children to come in dressed as a word of their choice, which will support and encourage  

vocabulary development in a fun, creaƟve way. Some examples include athleƟc, creaƟve, fragile,    
mythical, vibrant, brave, glamorous, courageous, duplicate, celebrate, hilarious, sleepy, fesƟve, puzzled, 
contagious, nocturnal, ancient, illuminate, retro, coronaƟon, blizzard, emoƟon, excavate, archaeologist, 

skeletal, astronaut etc. The list is endless and there are lots of brilliant ideas online!  

If your child already has a World Book Day costume in mind, they could sƟll dress as a character and 
choose a word associated with their character. For example: Harry PoƩer could be associated with the 
word ‘magic’, Incredible Hulk could be associated with the word ‘strong’, Elmer the Elephant could be 
associated with the word ‘colourful’, George’s Marvellous Medicine could be associated with the word 

‘curious’ etc. We have lots of exciƟng acƟviƟes planned for the day including a vocabulary parade,     
compeƟƟons, reading buddies, visits from some of the Saints RLFC players and many more.  

Further informaƟon to follow aŌer half-term! 

Many thanks for your support, 

Miss Dodd 
English Leader 
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