
Email:  www.stjamesceprimary.co.uk        TwiƩer:  @StJamesCEsth 

 2024-2025 Issue Number 18 Friday  7th February 2025 

This week at St James 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantasƟc week we've had at St James! Our Mental Health and Well-being Week was filled 
with a variety of engaging acƟviƟes that brought our community together in wonderful ways. A 
hearƞelt thank you to all the parents who aƩended the Parents Coffee Morning on Tuesday. I hope 
you found it useful to speak with Siobhan and learn about the valuable services offered by the    
Mental Health team. everyone  A special highlight was Kevin Dyer's visit to work with Year 5 on a 
CreaƟve WriƟng workshop. The children were incredibly inspired and produced some truly creaƟve 
pieces. 

Our Candlemass service at the church went beauƟfully. Thank you to Father Michael for always    
welcoming our school community and allowing us to share in worship together. 

Year 4 had a wonderful Ɵme on their two-day Winter Warmer trip, even though they missed out on 
their chippy dinner! The experience was sƟll filled with fun and learning.  

This morning, some of our school governors visited to observe our Opening Worlds lessons in acƟon. 
It was a great opportunity to showcase the fantasƟc learning happening in our classrooms and we 
embraced "Dressing to Express Ourselves," and wow, did we do that! The school was a vibrant      
display of individuality and creaƟvity, and it was heartwarming to see Year 1 and Year 5 enjoyed their 
visits to the library for their BASH book sessions, where they shared their favourite book  and        
discovered new ones. It was a joy to see their love for reading grow.  

Looking ahead, next week marks the final week of the half term, and we are excited to celebrate  
Safer Internet Day. Miss McDonald, our CompuƟng Champion, has planned a series of    informaƟve 
and fun acƟviƟes to help our children learn about staying safe online. 

AddiƟonally, we have an exciƟng TT Rockstars compeƟƟon for KS2 children next week against Parish. 
Please encourage your child to parƟcipate as I would love us to win this!  

As always, let's conƟnue to live, learn, and laugh with the love of God guiding us. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Courage 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

97.3% 

Reception 94% 

Year 1 96.8% 

Year 2 99.1% 

Year 3 97% 

Year 4 100% 

Year 5  95.9% 

Year 6  97.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is 95.7% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 4 

There were  147  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Well-being and Mental Health Online 

Children are spending more Ɵme online for school, socializing, and entertainment. While the internet 
offers many benefits, it's important to be aware of its impact on mental health. 

PosiƟve Effects: 

· Learning and Development: EducaƟonal games and resources enhance learning. 

· Social ConnecƟons: Online plaƞorms help children stay connected with friends and family. 
 

NegaƟve Effects: 

· Screen Time: Excessive screen Ɵme can lead to sleep problems and eye strain. 

· Cyberbullying: NegaƟve interacƟons online can cause stress and anxiety. 

· AddicƟon: Spending too much Ɵme online can lead to neglect of other acƟviƟes. 
 

What to Look Out For: 

· Changes in Behaviour: Signs of distress, such as withdrawal or mood changes. 

· Physical Symptoms: Headaches, eye strain, or faƟgue. 

· Online Safety: Importance of privacy seƫngs and risks of sharing personal informaƟon. 
 

Guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024: 

· Early IntervenƟon: Address issues early to prevent escalaƟon. 

· EducaƟon: Teach children about online risks and healthy habits. 

· Support: Provide a supporƟve environment for discussing online experiences. 

 
By staying informed and proacƟve, we can help children enjoy the digital world while safeguarding their 

mental health and wellbeing. 
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Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

   Top Tips for SupporƟng Children to  Develop EmoƟonal Literacy 

As we grow up, we’re inevitably exposed to new and challenging feelings 
– whether it’s sadness, fear or rage. These emoƟons can be tough to handle when we’re sƟll learning 
about the world – and even once we’ve passed into adulthood – which is why emoƟonal literacy is a vital 
life skill. 

Of course, when emoƟons are running high, it can be tricky to help young people process these feelings in 
a healthy way, but it’s incredibly important that we do so as parents and educators. This free guide        
provides you with expert Ɵps on teaching children to recognise their own emoƟons and deal with them in 
a mature manner. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Understanding 

BriƟsh and ChrisƟan values. 

 

RECEPTION Ariella Pendlebury-
Fernandes 

YEAR 1 

 

Risin Ekanayake 

YEAR 2 

 

Sienna Deluce 

YEAR 3 

 

Allie  

YEAR 4 

 

Mason  

YEAR 5 

 

Madison Frater-
HasseƩ 

YEAR 6 MaƩhew Murphy 



PE Days  
 

Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y5 Swimming (5th March to 2nd April) 
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Monday Year 3 and Year 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 

4 

Uniform  
 

 Please make every effort to ensure that your child is wearing the       
correct  uniform and that it is clearly labelled. Children should wear completely black 
shoes – not trainers.  A reminder that our school PE kit   consists of a black tracksuit/red 
shorts  and white t shirt.  It is I  important that the P.E kit is seen as an extension of our 
school uniform, therefore our high standards should be kept.  Please note that children 
should not wear any form of jewellery (only stud earrings are allowed and should not be 
worn on PE days)  
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   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs next half term.   

Booking is now open on Parent App. 

· Monday 

        - KS2 Darts Club with Mr Ratcliffe 

· Tuesday 

       -8am Archery Club with external provider.  

       - FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 with  Miss  BarraƩ 

· Wednesday 

        -Nature Club for YR and Y1 with Mrs Bibby and Mrs Boardman. 

· Thursday– MulƟ-skills for KS1 

If your child is in Y4, Y5 or Y6,  you may receive a leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend 
a Booster Club.  
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This year, World Book Day will be held on Thursday 6th March and we hope you’ll join us to celebrate 
across the school.  

Reading for pleasure is a vital indicator of a child’s future success and it is ‘the beaƟng heart’ of our   
curriculum. We want to see all of our children form a life-long habit of reading and thus enjoy the im-

proved life  chances this provides for them.  

The theme for this year’s World Book Day is to ‘Read Your Way!’ and celebrate with words. Therefore, 
we are inviƟng children to come in dressed as a word of their choice, which will support and encourage  

vocabulary development in a fun, creaƟve way. Some examples include athleƟc, creaƟve, fragile,    
mythical, vibrant, brave, glamorous, courageous, duplicate, celebrate, hilarious, sleepy, fesƟve, puzzled, 
contagious, nocturnal, ancient, illuminate, retro, coronaƟon, blizzard, emoƟon, excavate, archaeologist, 

skeletal, astronaut etc. The list is endless and there are lots of brilliant ideas online!  

If your child already has a World Book Day costume in mind, they could sƟll dress as a character and 
choose a word associated with their character. For example: Harry PoƩer could be associated with the 
word ‘magic’, Incredible Hulk could be associated with the word ‘strong’, Elmer the Elephant could be 
associated with the word ‘colourful’, George’s Marvellous Medicine could be associated with the word 

‘curious’ etc. We have lots of exciƟng acƟviƟes planned for the day including a vocabulary parade,     
compeƟƟons, reading buddies, visits from some of the Saints RLFC players and many more.  

Further informaƟon to follow aŌer half-term! 

Many thanks for your support, 

Miss Dodd 
English Leader 



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  


