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Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God
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OUR VALUE THIS | | This week at St James

. This week has been absolutely wonderful, filled with exciting activities and valuable
HALF TERM IS: . : :
learning experiences for our children

COURAGE We kicked off the week with a heartfelt worship led by Miss Barratt in honour of
Holocaust Memorial Day. We had the privilege of hearing from a Holocaust survivor,
which was incredibly moving. Our Year 6 children also visited Haydock Library for a
Holocaust workshop, which was a profound learning experience for them.

On Tuesday, Mr. C joined us, and Year 1 had a fantastic time working with him on
their latest art project. Wednesday was filled with music as Mr. Mannings led a
wonderful singing assembly where we learned a brand new Creation song.

Thursday was a day of celebration for Year 5. They delivered an amazing assembly all
about Space, showcasing their enthusiasm and knowledge through acting, singing,
and poetry! | am incredibly proud of their performance. In the afternoon, the Year 5
football team achieved great success by coming 3rd in the football competition! They
were so excited to show me their medals and share their experiences when they
returned to school.

Looking ahead, next week is Mental Health Week at our school. We have lots of
exciting activities planned, including a Parent Coffee Morning on Tuesday and a Dress
to Express Yourself Day on Friday. Additionally, Year 1 and Year 5 will be visiting
Haydock Library, and Year 4 will have their two-day Winter Warmer experience.

Please remember the importance of good attendance so that children don't miss out
on any of these wonderful experiences.

Thank you for your continued support as we live, learn, and laugh with the love of
! | God. Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs. Briers
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow

Attendance Updates

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beating
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!

Our Whole School attendance to date is 95.5%
The class with the highest attendance this week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6

There were 141 pupils with perfect attendance this week. Can we beat this next week?
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Term Dates

2024-2025
Wednesday 4" September 2024 Friday 18' October 2024 33
Monday 4™ November 2024 Thursday 19" December 2024 34

Monday 6™ January 2025

Friday 14™ February 2025

30

Monday 24" February 2025

Wednesday 9" April 2025

33

Tuesday 22" April 2025 Friday 23" May 2025 23
Monday 2™ June 2025 Tuesday 22" July 2025 37
120

Term Dates
2025-2026

Wednesday 3™ September 2025

Friday 24™ October 2025

38

Monday 3™ November 2025

Monday 5" January 2026

Friday 19" December 2025

Friday 13 February 2026

35

30

Monday 23™ February 2026

Monday 13" April 2026

Friday 27*" March 2026

Friday 22" May 2026

25

29

Wednesday 3™ June 2026

Friday 17 July 2026

33

190
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A Family Maich Tickels for 2 adults and 2 children for the St Helens Vs Wakefield game on

Friday I1th April 2025.

6/1/2025

School Re-~ Opens—

20/1/2025

World, Religion Day,

21/1/2025

27/1/2025

Holocaust, Memorial: Day,

30/1/2025

Year-5 Class Assen\hhdf 9.00arr

30/1/2025

Year- 5 Fooﬁ:zaﬂ.-competj:l:i.om

3/2/2025

Childrer’'s: Mental, Healthy Awareness Week

4/2/2025

Year 4 Winter Warmer Day |

4/2/2025

Coffee. Morning Attendance and, Mental, Health,
9.00amv

4/2/2025

Year 5 Manchester Synagogue Trip

41212025

Candlemass Sepuice 1.00pm St James’ the Great

5/2/2025

Year 4 Winter Warmer Day 2

|4./2/2025

School Closes

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.
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‘Missing school is missing out!’

At St James, we recognise that regular attendance plays a crucial role in our children’s academic success and
overall well-being.

Why Attendance Matters

Regular school attendance is essential for students to fully engage in their learning and make academic progress.
Here are some key reasons why attendance matters:

1. Academic Success: Attending school regularly allows students to benefit from consistent instruction,
participate in classroom discussions, and complete assignments on time. This contributes to better academic
performance and helps students achieve their educational goals.

2. Building Relationships: School attendance provides opportunities for students to build meaningful relation-
ships with their peers and teachers. These connections enhance the learning experience and contribute to a
positive school environment.

3. Developing Essential Skills: Consistent attendance helps students develop important life skills such as time
management, responsibility, and resilience. These skills are crucial for success both in school and in future
endeavours.

4. Preventing Learning Gaps: Missing school, even for short periods, can lead to gaps in learning that may be
difficult to overcome. Regular attendance ensures that students receive continuous instruction and stay on
track with their learning objectives.

It is essential for children to attend as much school as possible if they are to get the most from their education

and achieve their full potential. Being absent or late to school means a lost learning opportunity for your child.

The Impact of Missing School

While the importance of good attendance is clear, it’s also essential to understand the negative consequences of
missing school:

1. Academic Challenges: Students who are frequently absent often struggle to keep up with their classmates
academically. They may miss important lessons, fall behind in their coursework, and experience difficulty
mastering essential concepts.

2. Decreased Engagement: Chronic absenteeism can lead to disengagement from school and a lack of
motivation to participate in learning activities. This can result in decreased academic performance and lower
levels of achievement.

3. Social and Emotional Impact: Missing school can also have social and emotional consequences for students.
They may feel isolated from their peers, experience increased stress or anxiety about falling behind, and miss
out on valuable opportunities for personal growth and development.

Long-Term Outcomes: Research has shown that students who are chronically absent are more likely to have

lower graduation rates, decreased earning potential, and higher rates of involvement in negative behaviours such

as substance abuse.




Keeping

children safe
is evervone's
responsibility

Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Parental Controls: Keeping Children Safe Online

In today's digital age, it's essential to ensure our children are safe while exploring the internet. Here are
some tips on setting up parental controls to help protect your child online:

1. Use Built-in Parental Controls: Most devices, including smartphones, tablets, and computers, come
with built-in parental control settings. These can help you restrict access to inappropriate content, set
screen time limits, and monitor online activities.

2. Install Parental Control Software: There are various software options available that offer more
advanced features. Programmes like Qustodio or Bark can block inappropriate websites, monitor social
media interactions, and alert you to potential dangers.

3. Set Up Child-Safe Browsers: Encourage your child to use browsers designed for kids, such as Pikluk
or KidRex. These browsers filter out inappropriate content and provide a safer online experience.

4. Create Strong Passwords: Ensure that all devices and accounts have strong, unique passwords. This
helps prevent unauthorised access and keeps your child's information secure.

5. Educate Your Child: Talk to your child about the importance of online safety. Teach them not to
share personal information, recognise suspicious behaviour, and report any uncomfortable online
interactions.

By combining these tools with open communication, you can help your child navigate the digital world
safely and responsibly.

Let's work together to keep our children safe online!

Online Safety Tip of the Week

National

gg}lgtey Health and Fitness Apps

A study entitled The Digital Health Generation has highlighted that more than 70% of young people in
the UK, some aged just 8, are using apps and other digital online technologies to track and manage their
health. For those of us who might struggle with sticking to a routine or even knowing where to start,
physical wellbeing and fitness apps promise to do the heavy lifting for you providing meal plans,
exercise routines and more.

However, some of these apps aren't always as safe as they might first appear, and they tend to present
a few risks to their users — especially for their underage demographic. That’s why we’ve put together
this free guide on safety concerns around physical wellbeing apps, to provide you with expert advice on
how to mitigate these risks for young people. See this week’s guide for more information.




Source: See full reference list on guide page

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

s \\hatiRarentstIEducatorsINeeditolknowfabout

Physical wellbeing apps are useful tools for monitoring and improving our health. They allow
us to balance nutrition, set goals, track our activities and sleep patterns, and motivate us to
exercise. Nonetheless, there have been some reported drawbacks; this guide outlines some
of these concerns and explains how to use fitness apps safely.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

LACK OF
PERSONALISATION

" NOT DEVELOPED
BY EXPERTS

REDUCED INTERACTION
WITH OTHERS o

EXERCISE AND SOCIALISE &

Highlight the importance of children enjoying fitness activities with family and
friends, rather than always exercising alone. Emphasise the fun they can have by
interacting with others rather than solely relying on an app to maintain their
regime. Remind them of the importance of staying active, as well as the benefits of
doing so with company.

PROMOTE POSITIVE BODY IMAGE

While we want children to be active and healthy, we must also ensure

they don’t become fixated on how they look and begin take things too far.

During childhood and adolescence, the body is still growing and changing.

It's vitally important for young people’s wellbeing that we promote a positive body
image and a healthy relationship with food, empowering them to make informed
decisions about their diet and lifestyle.

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutherland is an online safety consultant, educator and
researcher who has developed and implemented anti-bullying and cyber
safety policies for schools. She has written various academic papers and
carried out research for the Australian Government comparing internet
use and sexting behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia.

X @wake_up_weds

I} /wuw.thenationalcollege

DATA AND PRIVACY
CONCERNS

DEPENDENCY ON
THE APP

REVIEW THE APP FIRST e

Before allowing someone under 18 to install a fitness and wellbeing app, check its age
rating, read its reviews and scroll through its data policy, to ensure its suitability for
younger users. You could also try it yourself, to see if it's appropriate for the child’s
particular needs and decide if you're comfortable with them using it. Ensure that any
privacy-compromising features - such as location tracking - are disabled.

USE PARENTAL CONTROLS

As with all apps, it’s important for parents to familiarise themselves wi

any controls on the app and to use these on a child’s account. The specific
settings vary between platforms but — most commonly - these will relate to
screen-time limits, disabling or capping in-app purchases, and managing social
aspects or features which aren’t age appropriate. By utilising these controls, you

\

can help to ensure a child is getting a safe experience.
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tionalcollege.com/guides/wellbeing-fitness-apps
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.01.2025




Spirituality Spotlight

As a school community we want to be:

““Journeying together to Live,
Learn and Laugh with the Love of
God”
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1CORINTHIANS 16:14
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‘Guard your heart, for everything
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Journey Driver Focus:

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is Understanding
new knowledge and skills.

Poppy Siddall

Harry Major

Emmanuel Ejimofor

Billy Mason
Lily Hind

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




PE Days
Start (Mon 6™ Jan 25)

End (Fri 7" March 25).

Monday Year 3 and Year

Tuesday Year 5 and Year

Wednesday Reception

Year 5 and

Thursday Year 1 and Year
2

Friday Year 1, Year 2.
Year 3 and Year
4

Clubs

We are running the following after
school clubs this half term.

« Tuesday -FAB Club for Y2 and Y3
with Miss Barratt

«  Thursday- Sports Fusion for KS2

If your child isin Y6, you may receive a
letter inviting them to attend a Reading
Booster Club.




Neurodevelopment
pathway drop ins
beginning February 2025

Come along to one of our drop in
sessions in St Helens.

Our team will answer questions
you have about the
neurodevelopment pathway
process.

You don't need to be using our
service, you can drop in if you have
any questions to ask about this.

We look forward to meeting you.

11 February at Parr 11 March at Parr

Mersey Care
NHS Foundation Trust

Second Tuesday of the
month at Parr Children’s
Centre, 9.30am to 11.30am
and Sutton Family Hub 1pm
to 4pm.

Third Tuesday of the month
at Newton Family Hub, 1pm
to 4pm.

Fourth Tuesday of the

month at Central Link
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

8 April at Parr Children's

Children’s Centre, 9.30am Children's Centre, 9.30am Centre, 9.30am to

to 11.30am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

18 February at Newton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

25 February at
Central Link Family
Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

Sutton Family Hub, Ellamsbridge Road, Sutton, St Helens, WA9 3PY

to 11.30am and Sutton

Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

18 March at Newton

Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

25 March at Central Link

Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

11.30am and Sutton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

15 April at Newton
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

22 April at Central Link
Family Hub, 1pm to 4pm.

(g

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




Mental Health Support Team

Wellbeing webinars /.

Your MHST is running a series of mental health and wellbeing webinars.

TOPICS AND DATES We have two webinars available on our

website. These sessions focus on

. flavour of what to expect from a session.
Neurodiversity - 18 March

Parenting Skills for Behaviour - 29 April
LGBTQ+ - 10 June

Emotional Regulation - 13 May

Body Image - 8 July

To register please email which webinar you
want to attend to events@merseycare.nhs.uk

WHEN

Tuesdays 3.30pm to 4.15pm on Zoom
(link will be emailed once you register)

Webinars will be recorded. No chat function will be available for safety purposes.
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Earily Years Staff Urgently Needed!
Hybrid learning: Classroom & Homebased

Free DBES check prowvided

upon successfulinterview!

MNCFE CACHE Lewvel 3 Early Years Foundation Stage - Children and Young Peoples
workforce

The Lewel 3 Early Years Foundation Stage Skills Bootcamp enhances your school support CwW ewven further, recognising

and developing your knowledge and understand ing and establish personal, learning and employment goals within
The education sectoar.

The course will consist of hybrid learning: 2x days classroom delivery and 3= days learning from the comfort of your
owrn home. The face to face education be delivered at the following wenuwe:

The Liner Hotel s
Lord Melson Street

Liverpool F-_-...

-

L2 sOB =
-

Please go To our website address given abowe, or scan the QR code 4- -

For more information. - - j

This is a 5 week course.

IFf wouwu are earming less tham £23 500 per annum or are in receipt of E

any benefits, you will be eligible for a fully funded place with us.

' i Education & Skills
ncfe. | cache ‘Fundmg ¢t B e

o

Fully Funded
sSchool

Support
Course

Available ¥ 4 : o LETET T
- _ : : 5 Weelk
im Levels T By TN Course

1, 2 & 3 T - Mon — Fri

- P Daily sessions
SR Sy SN0k D CHUNE oo ks Ist session 9:530 - T1:530am
for more detailed = = =

InTorraaticr. 2nd sessiom 1T2:J0 - Z2prm

wwwweww.studysmartuk.onlimne

wWe are looking to fill 150+ School Support vacancies in local schools (e.g. Teaching
Assistants, SEN Support, Behawviour Mentors, 1-1 Classroom Support, Cower
Supervisors etc). These roles are awvailable in both full time and part time positions.

- —
Please go to our website address given abowe, or scamn the QR code E r ﬂ:h-' E
for more information. _..l'. = -

- = -

— —
This is a 6 week course, Full tme, iNntensive course, with online ?--_ S ™
guided learmning sessions within school hours. -’ — — B -
If wou are earning less than £23 500 per annuum or are in receipt of S =

any benefits, youwu will be eligible for a fully Ffunded place with wus_ E ?_.-l.-
- -
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Leading the way in
providing tech—based
activities that are both
inspirational and

FEB H u H HY educational!
g TECH

& Rainford High School

Higher Lane, Rainford, WAITl 8NY

2 19th & 20th Feb 2025
Qam-—-3pm
half days available
Providing fun, educational
activities this half terrnm!—

Wednesday— Digital Animation & Minecraft G
Thursday— Robotics & Minecraft

- 1
")) 5’) (\)_| ﬁ J Visit the link or scan the code—
computerxplorers.co.uk/bolton—wigan/book

O
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@CompXBolton N

RECRUITING
BLACKBROOK US'S

Is your child i year 3 abk School
and shows a big tnterest in Rugby
and Srorks?

Are they looking to make new
friends and have fun?

Blackbroolk U¥% are Looking to
recruil new and experienced
players to Joein their teams,

For more information please

conbkact head coach:
Lee — ©078%& 790212
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Holiday club February
Half Term
Monday 17t
To
Friday 21
For children
Aged 2 to 4 years old
8.30 till 5.30

S‘PEC[&[ Qﬂ:\ET ontact Lisa
£120 ﬁx“ week 07749873295

Lisa.loveleaming7o@gmail.com

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.



Holiday Club”

February Half Term - :
Monday 17 — Friday 21st Love Iﬂﬂlmg Childcare

8.30am - 5.30pm
£30 Per Day St }E.HI'E'S Parish Centre
Special Offer!!! Church Rd,
Haydock, WA11 ON]J

£120 Full Weelk

Places Available

We currently have spaces available for
Funded and Non-Funded children aged
18 Months to 4 Years.

Opening 15t April 2025

Opening Times: Holiday Clubs
7.30am -6.00pm 8.30am - 5.30pm

Email:
lisa.lovelearning79@gmail.com

Phone Number:
07749873295

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




gam—10am Coffee Morning,
focusing on Mental Health.

This will be led by the Mental Health

ort Team.
i dnesday

(Feel free to stay behind and ask
questions if you like)

M
amun}e teacher led activitiag
Chﬂdren .!5
you will also have the opportunity to e i
go into your child's class/es to see
what work they are doing around
mental health. =

0
PPortunity ¢, Buideq
Meditatigp, in class

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.




