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This week at St James 
At St James, we believe in doing everything with love as we live, learn, and laugh with the 
love of God. This guiding principle helps us create a nurturing and supporƟve environment 
for all our children. 

We have high expectaƟons for EVERY pupil's aƩendance at school, and I am so proud that 
our whole school aƩendance is above the NaƟonal Average. However, I've noƟced that our 
weekly aƩendance figure has been dropping recently, so I wanted to remind you why our 
expectaƟons are so high. Punctual and regular aƩendance is essenƟal for successful learning 
from the very first day a child starts school. Research shows that children with excellent 
aƩendance make beƩer progress at all stages of their educaƟon than those with poor 
aƩendance. While 90% aƩendance may sound good, it's worth remembering that a child 
with 90% aƩendance for the whole year will actually have missed nearly 4 weeks of school! 

This week, we celebrated World Religion Day with Mrs. Lister's whole school worship, which 
was a wonderful opportunity for us to reflect on the diverse beliefs and pracƟces that enrich 
our community. Our Year 6 children had a fantasƟc Ɵme at their football compeƟƟon on 
Tuesday, showing great teamwork and sportsmanship. We also conƟnued to learn some 
new songs with Mrs. Devaney in Song through Praise, preparing for our Candlemas service in 
church in February. 

On Wednesday, our Year 3 and Year 4 children  had their first Spanish lesson of 2025, and it 
was delighƞul to see their enthusiasm and curiosity. HandwriƟng is certainly developing in 
classes, and it's wonderful to see the progress our children are making. 

Looking ahead to next week, Year 6 will be visiƟng Haydock library for a workshop about 
Holocaust Memorial Day. We will also have a special worship led by Miss BarraƩ to            
remember this event. Year 6 also have Mr. Souter from Money Mentors visiƟng on    
Wednesday. Year 5 have a football match and their Class Assembly, which we are all really 
looking forward to. 

Have a lovely weekend,  

Mrs. Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Courage 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  
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Hello, my name is Mrs. Audrey McNulty. I am a co-opted governor with a 
strong  background in educaƟon, parƟcularly in Special EducaƟonal Needs 

(SEN). I have been a governor since my children started primary school, and 
now my grandchildren aƩend this school. Before reƟring, I worked as a Higher 

Level Teaching Assistant (HLTA) at a secondary school for 15 years. 

I enjoy being a governor as it provides me with a fascinaƟng insight into how 
schools are run. It involves more work than people realise, with increasing 
challenges and   responsibiliƟes, but it also brings great rewards. In my free 

Ɵme, I love to travel, with the Greek Islands being my favourite desƟnaƟon. I 
am also an avid supporter of the best rugby team in the world, the Wigan  

Warriors! 

I am dedicated to ensuring that our school provides a supporƟve and inclusive                 
environment for all students. My goal is to help create a space where every 

child can thrive and achieve their full potenƟal. "EducaƟon is the key to         
unlocking the world, a passport to freedom." 
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Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.1% 

Reception 85.3% 

Year 1 91.8% 

Year 2 95.7% 

Year 3 98.6% 

Year 4 97.1% 

Year 5  94.5% 

Year 6  99.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.5% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 6 

There were 135 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Gaming and Online Content: Understanding the Risks 
 

In today's digital age, online gaming is a popular acƟvity among children. While it can be a fun and en-
gaging way to connect with friends, it's important to be aware of the potenƟal risks involved. According 
to the latest guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024, there are several key areas to con-
sider: 

Inappropriate Content: Some games may contain content that is not suitable for children. It's crucial to 
check the age raƟngs and reviews of games to ensure they are appropriate. 

Online InteracƟons: Many games allow players to interact with others online. This can  expose children 
to inappropriate language, bullying, or even predatory behaviour.   It's important to monitor who your 
child is interacƟng with and encourage them to report any uncomfortable situaƟons. 

In-Game Purchases: Be aware of games that offer in-game purchases. These can quickly add up and lead 
to unexpected expenses. Seƫng spending limits and discussing the  importance of managing money can 
help miƟgate this risk. 

Privacy and Security: Ensure that your child's gaming accounts are secure. Use strong passwords and 
enable two-factor authenƟcaƟon where possible. Teach your child not to share personal informaƟon 
online. 

By understanding these risks and taking proacƟve steps, we can help ensure that our children have a 
safe and enjoyable online gaming experience. For more detailed informaƟon, please refer to the     
Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 guidelines 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Tik Tok 

 Among children – and especially teenagers – TikTok boasts approximately 220     million users, provid-
ing a near-endless reel of short clips intended to entertain,   educate and more. However, along with its 
enormous userbase comes a significant number of possible risks: Ofcom have dubbed it the most likely 
app on which teen users would potenƟally suffer harm. 

With the plaƞorm reaching astronomical levels of success among the younger generaƟon, it’s vitally im-
portant for parents and educators to understand the risks it poses. This  week’s free guide lets you know 
about the most prominent potenƟal dangers associated with TikTok and offers expert advice on how to 
safeguard youngsters who are navigaƟng the site.                     
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Understanding 

new knowledge and skills. 

 

RECEPTION  

Gethin 

YEAR 1 

 

Mohammad Alsejnawi 

YEAR 2 

 

Evie Comber  

YEAR 3 

 

Nylah Lee 

YEAR 4 

 

Gracie-Mae Rigby 

YEAR 5 

 

Radin Ekanayake 

YEAR 6 Dulagee Dias 



PE Days  
Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
 

   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer 
school clubs this half term.  

 

 

· Tuesday -FAB Club for Y2 and Y3 
with  Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday– Sports Fusion  for KS2 

 

If your child is in Y6,  you may receive a 
leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading 

Booster Club.  
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Families and young people with Special EducaƟonal Needs and DisabiliƟes (SEND) are invited to a 
special SEND InformaƟon Day on Tuesday, 28th January 2025, at the Totally Wicked Stadium. 

This exciƟng event provides a valuable opportunity to meet local service providers, explore the sup-
port and resources available, and learn about the wide range of services tailored to young people 
with SEND. 

The event will feature two drop-in sessions to accommodate different schedules: 

· AŌernoon Session: 10am - 2pm 

Early Evening Session: 5pm - 7:30pm 

From educaƟon and employment support to health and wellbeing services, aƩendees will have the 
chance to connect with providers face-to-face, ask quesƟons, and gain insight into the opportuniƟes 
available in the local area. 

Whether you’re looking for advice, resources, or new ideas to enhance your SEND journey, this is the 
perfect chance to get informed and network with experts and other families. 

Monday Year 3 and Year 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 
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Chinese New Year Menu 

Please see below our special Chinese New Year menu. If your child usually has 
a school dinner, they will automaƟcally be offered the Chinese New Year menu 
on Wednesday 29th January 2025. If your child usually brings a packed lunch 
to school but would like to sample the Chinese New Year menu, please email 
school at stjameshaydock@ldst.org.uk before Friday 17th January.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  


