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This week at St James 

We are delighted to welcome everyone back to school for the start of the new 
year and Spring term. We've had a wonderful first week, and the children have 
been busy starƟng their new topics and learning lots of new and exciƟng things. 

We would like to extend our hearƞelt thanks to all parents and guardians for 
their incredible support in ensuring that the children have come into school  
despite the adverse cold, snowy, and icy condiƟons. Your dedicaƟon and     
commitment are greatly appreciated, and it truly makes a difference. 

As we move into 2025, I would like to share a prayer for the new year with you 
all: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you once again for your conƟnued support. We look forward to a        
fantasƟc term ahead! Have a lovely weekend, and don’t forget to wrap up 
warm if you are out an about 

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Courage 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



 
Introducing Bill Wiswell: Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill Wiswell is a dedicated member of our community from  

Haydock. He is  reƟred and enjoys spending Ɵme with his wife, three children, 
and four grandchildren, two of whom are of primary school age. 

Bill's educaƟonal journey began at Richard Evans School in Haydock, followed 
by Ashton Grammar School (now Birchall High). Throughout his school years 
and aŌer graduaƟon, Bill gained diverse work experience, including roles as a 
building labourer, tarmac layer, police officer, and IT Manager. While serving as 
a police officer, Bill pursued part-Ɵme studies in IT at Liverpool John Moores 
University, graduaƟng in 2004. 

With nearly 20 years of experience as a school governor, Bill has served 8 years 
at Grange Valley School and nearly 12 years at St. James. His commitment to 
educaƟon and the community is evident in his long-standing service. 

Bill is an acƟve member of St. James Church and enjoys a variety of hobbies, 
including skiing, keeping fit, gardening, music, and travel. 

We are grateful for Bill's dedicaƟon and look forward to his conƟnued          
contribuƟons to our school community. 
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Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

94.5% 

Reception 95.3% 

Year 1 93.6% 

Year 2 93.5% 

Year 3 97.2% 

Year 4 92.5% 

Year 5  94.5% 

Year 6  94.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is 95.4% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 3  

There were 128 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Online Safety 

As we step into 2025,  it's crucial to stay informed about the latest updates in online safety to protect 
our children. The new guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 highlights several           

important points: 

· Increased Online Risks: Children are spending more Ɵme online, which increases their exposure to 
potenƟal risks such as cyberbullying, inappropriate content, and online predators. It's essenƟal to    
monitor their online acƟviƟes and encourage open communicaƟon about their experiences. 

· Safeguarding Measures: Schools are now required to have robust filtering and monitoring systems 
in place to protect children from harmful online content. This includes ensuring that all staff are 
trained to recognize and respond to online safety concerns. 

· Special ConsideraƟons for Younger Children: Younger children are parƟcularly vulnerable to 
online risks. The guidance emphasises the need for age-appropriate educaƟon on online safety, 
helping  children understand the importance of privacy seƫngs, recognising suspicious               
behaviour, and knowing how to report concerns. 

· Role of Parents and Guardians: Parents and guardians play a vital role in online safety. Regularly        
discussing online acƟviƟes, seƫng clear rules, and using parental controls can significantly reduce 
the risks. 

 
By staying informed and proacƟve, we can create a safer online environment for our children. Let's work 

together to keep our kids safe and happy online! 

Feel free to reach out if you have any quesƟons or need further assistance regarding online safety. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

SupporƟng Children’s Return to RouƟne 

 

For some children, the return to educaƟon at the end of the school holidays can be a difficult Ɵme for a 
variety of reasons. The start of the new term comes with plenty of challenges, from social worries to the 
stress of ensuring they’re enƟrely ready for upcoming lessons and learning. 

 

Of course, these youngsters don’t have to weather these burdens alone, and as parents and educators, 
we should do all we can to support the children in our care as they head back to school. This week’s  
free guide offers you expert advice on how you can be there for children and young people as they  
transiƟon back into their school’s rouƟne. 
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Our school is part of OperaƟon Encompass which is a naƟonal scheme that        
operates jointly between schools and police forces. 

 

OperaƟon Encompass is the reporƟng to schools, prior to the start of the next 
school day, when a child or young person has experienced  domesƟc abuse. (The 
OperaƟon Encompass informaƟon is stored in line with all other confidenƟal 
safeguarding and child protecƟon informaƟon). The DomesƟc Abuse Act 2021 
idenƟfies children who experience domesƟc abuse as vicƟms of domesƟc abuse 
in their own right.  

 

As a school we have ensured that we have members of our staff, (the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead and Deputy Designated Lead) known as  Key Adults, who have 
been trained in the   OperaƟon Encompass procedures allowing them to then use 
the informaƟon that has been shared, in confidence, to support the child/ren in 
our care.  We are aware that we must do nothing that puts the child/ren or the 
non-abusing adult at risk .  

 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and we believe 
this will be extremely beneficial for all those involved. As a staff we have           
discussed how we can support our children who are experiencing DomesƟc       
Violence and Abuse on a day-to-day basis and parƟcularly following an              
OperaƟon Encompass noƟficaƟon. We use the OperaƟon Encompass Key Adult 
ResponsibiliƟes checklist to ensure that all appropriate acƟons have been taken 
by the school.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

Journey Driver Focus:  

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  Understanding 

new knowledge and skills. 

 

 

RECEPTION Zavier Bauline 

YEAR 1 

 

Aria Hill-Price 

YEAR 2 

 

Ivana Arthur 

YEAR 3 

 

Alice Slater 

YEAR 4 

 

Charlie Jackson  

YEAR 5 

 

Logan-James 

YEAR 6 Briella Shaw 



PE Days  
Start (Mon 6th Jan 25) 

End (Fri 7th March 25).  
    Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer 
school clubs this half term.  

 

 

· Tuesday-FAB Club for Y2 and Y3 
with  Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday– Sports Fusion  for KS2 

 

If your child is in Y6,  you may receive a 
leƩer inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading 

Booster Club.  
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Uniform reminders 
 

 We are seeing an increasing number of children coming to school wearing 
necklaces, bracelets and hoop earrings. Can we remind all parents and car-
ers that children are not allowed to wear jewellery in school, with the ex-
cepƟon of small stud earrings and wrist watches (but not smart watches).  
These items can be easily  damaged or lost and are a risk to the health and 
safety of children  at playƟme and during PE lessons.  

Thank you for your conƟnued support.  

Monday Year 3 and Year 

Tuesday Year 5 and Year 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Thursday Year 1 and Year 
2 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2. 
Year 3 and Year 

4 



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

 Food Bank Vouchers 

  

 

Food banks provide emergency food and compassionate, dignified support to people 
locked in crisis. There are 10 food banks available to residents in St Helens Borough, five 
of which are managed by The HOPE Centre charity in St Helens and require a voucher 
from a relevant local agency. 

St James  are registered  with St Helens Foodbank and are able to issue Food Bank Vouch-
ers (subject to condiƟons). If you feel like you are struggling to put food on the table,  
please contact Mrs Maloney,  in the  School Office, for more informaƟon. We can also 
provide long term support through Early Help which Miss Moore can support with.  

Community food pantries 

Pantries operate as a member-led neighbourhood hub and are just like a shop, in that you 
choose the food you want from the shelves. Members pay a small subscripƟon each week 
they visit, and in return can choose groceries worth many Ɵmes more, oŌen saving up to 
£1,000 a year on shopping bills.. How it works.: 

Step one: Find your nearest pantry (you must live in the area in which it is based). 

Step two: Go along and join on the day it is open, remembering it is open to everyone in 
that community. 

Step three: Pay your £5 membership each Ɵme you visit. Sit and have a cuppa while you 
wait for your turn. 

Step four: Choose your shopping, which will always be worth more than your weekly mem-
bership fee. 

Step five: Tell your neighbours and get them to join too.    

For more informaƟon please see  hƩps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/arƟcle/6987/Food 
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Chinese New Year Menu 

Please see below our special Chinese New Year menu. If your child usually has 
a school dinner, they will automaƟcally be offered the Chinese New Year menu 
on Wednesday 29th January 2025. If your child usually brings a packed lunch 
to school but would like to sample the Chinese New Year menu, please email 
school at stjameshaydock@ldst.org.uk before Friday 17th January.  
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