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This week at St James 

WhatÊaÊwonderfulÊweekÊwe'veÊhadÊhereÊatÊschool,ÊfilledÊwithÊfesƟveÊcheerÊandÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
exciƟngÊacƟviƟes! 

WeÊbeganÊtheÊweekÊwithÊaÊspecialÊassemblyÊforÊourÊchildrenÊinÊYearsÊ4,Ê5,ÊandÊ6.ÊItÊ
wasÊaÊÊÊfantasƟcÊstartÊtoÊtheÊweekÊandÊgaveÊusÊlotsÊmoreÊinformaƟonÊaboutÊwhatÊtheÊ
SeaÊCadetsÊareÊandÊhowÊtoÊbecomeÊaÊmember.ÊÊPleaseÊreferÊtoÊtheÊleafletÊsentÊhomeÊ
forÊmoreÊdetails. 

OurÊschoolÊisÊnowÊinÊfullÊfesƟveÊswing!ÊOnÊWednesday,ÊweÊhostedÊaÊChristmasÊMovieÊ
NightÊaŌerÊschool,ÊwhereÊtheÊchildrenÊenjoyedÊwatchingÊ"AÊMuppetÊChristmasÊCarol."Ê
TheÊhotdogsÊandÊsnacksÊwereÊaÊbigÊhit,ÊandÊitÊwasÊaÊdelighƞulÊeveningÊenjoyedÊbyÊall.Ê
AÊhugeÊthankÊyouÊtoÊallÊtheÊstaffÊwhoÊmadeÊthisÊeventÊÊÊpossible. 

ThursdayÊwasÊparƟcularlyÊspecialÊasÊweÊhostedÊtheÊLDSTÊChristmasÊWorshipÊforÊtheÊ
otherÊschoolsÊinÊourÊtrust.ÊOurÊperformanceÊwasÊspectacular,ÊandÊweÊoweÊaÊbigÊthankÊ
youÊtoÊMissÊBarraƩÊforÊherÊexcellentÊorganisaƟon.ÊSpecialÊthanksÊalsoÊgoÊtoÊtheÊEthosÊ
teamÊandÊtheÊYearÊ6ÊchildrenÊwhoÊreadÊtheÊChristmasÊStory,ÊwroteÊandÊreadÊprayers,Ê
andÊtoÊallÊourÊchildrenÊforÊtheirÊwonderfulÊsinging. 

TodayÊwasÊamazing!ÊKeyÊStageÊ2ÊperformedÊtheirÊcarolsÊandÊChristmasÊhitsÊtoÊpar-
ents,ÊreallyÊgeƫngÊusÊallÊinÊtheÊmoodÊforÊChristmas.ÊWeÊareÊnowÊlookingÊforwardÊtoÊ
theÊKS1ÊandÊÊRecepƟonÊnaƟvityÊplaysÊnextÊweek.ÊTheÊchildrenÊhaveÊbeenÊpracƟsingÊ
hard,ÊandÊweÊcan'tÊwaitÊtoÊseeÊtheirÊperformances. 

NextÊweekÊpromisesÊtoÊbeÊjustÊasÊexciƟngÊwithÊChristmasÊDinnerÊDay,ÊPartyÊDay,ÊandÊ
ourÊserviceÊinÊChurchÊatÊ1pmÊonÊThursday. 

HaveÊaÊlovelyÊweekend,Ê 

MrsÊBriers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.6% 

Reception 96.3% 

Year 1 97.9% 

Year 2 92.2% 

Year 3 99.0% 

Year 4 97.1% 

Year 5  97.3% 

Year 6  95.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

WeÊneedÊtoÊtryÊreallyÊhardÊeachÊandÊeveryÊweekÊtoÊmakeÊsureÊeveryÊyearÊgroupÊisÊbeaƟngÊ
ourÊ97% target—thisÊwillÊhelpÊusÊtoÊsucceed!Ê 

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.5% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 3 

There were 140   pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Why We Want Excellent AƩendance 
 
Being Safe in School:ÊTheÊbestÊwayÊforÊusÊtoÊensureÊaÊ
child’sÊsafetyÊisÊbyÊseeingÊthemÊregularly.Ê 

Access to the Full Curriculum:ÊWeÊofferÊanÊextensiveÊandÊ
engagingÊcurriculumÊatÊÊStÊJames.ÊByÊlaw,ÊallÊstudentsÊareÊenƟtledÊtoÊaÊfull-ƟmeÊeducaƟon,Ê
andÊregularÊaƩendanceÊensuresÊtheyÊbenefitÊfromÊaÊbroadÊrangeÊofÊsubjects.ÊConsistentÊ
andÊpunctualÊaƩendanceÊallowsÊusÊtoÊsupportÊthemÊinÊallÊaspectsÊofÊtheirÊschooling. 

Sense of Belonging:ÊSchoolÊisÊmoreÊthanÊjustÊaÊplaceÊtoÊlearn.ÊWeÊstriveÊtoÊmakeÊeveryÊ
childÊatÊStÊJamesÊfeelÊpartÊofÊourÊschoolÊfamily.ÊFromÊRecepƟonÊtoÊYearÊ6,ÊthereÊareÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
numerousÊacƟviƟesÊthroughoutÊtheÊyearÊthatÊhelpÊtheÊchildrenÊtryÊnewÊthingsÊandÊfeelÊÊÊ
included.ÊEveryÊstudentÊmaƩers. 

Life Skills:ÊGoodÊaƩendanceÊandÊpunctualityÊareÊessenƟalÊlifeÊskills.ÊWeÊemphasiseÊtheseÊ
qualiƟesÊtoÊprepareÊyourÊchildÊforÊtheÊfuture,ÊdiscussingÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊcommitment,Ê
workÊethic,ÊandÊreliability. 

Friends:ÊRegularÊaƩendanceÊhelpsÊstrengthenÊfriendships.ÊChildrenÊwhoÊmissÊschoolÊoŌenÊ
findÊitÊharderÊtoÊmaintainÊposiƟveÊrelaƟonships.ÊFriendshipsÊareÊcrucialÊforÊschool-agedÊ
children,ÊespeciallyÊasÊtheyÊdevelop. 

Wider School ParƟcipaƟon:ÊWeÊofferÊaÊvarietyÊofÊclubsÊandÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
acƟviƟes,Êthere’sÊsomethingÊforÊeveryone.ÊTheseÊacƟviƟesÊenrichÊ
students'ÊschoolÊexperienceÊandÊfutureÊÊopportuniƟes. 

 

 

 

 
ThankÊyouÊforÊsupporƟngÊyourÊchild’sÊaƩendanceÊandÊhelpingÊusÊ

provideÊaÊsafe,Êengaging,ÊandÊenrichingÊenvironmentÊforÊallÊchildren.Ê 
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Christmas at St 
James’ 

Christmas Bingo  Thursday 5th December 5pm-7pm.  

Tickets are on sale from the school office.  
Christmas Movie Night- 

A  Muppets Christmas Carol 

Wednesday 11th December. 3.30pm-
5.30pm. Tickets available from the Office 

Christmas Jumper Day  Thursday 12th December—Please come 
in dressed in a Christmas Jumper for a 
£1 donation to ‘Save the Children’ (via 
School Money),  

Carols and Mince Pies-KS2 led Friday 13th December 9am. Tickets 
available from the school office.  

Christmas Dinner  Monday 16th December-If your child is 
normally has a packed lunch they can 
choose to have a Christmas Dinner. The 
cost of this is £2.95.  Please let the office 
know if a dinner is required.  

Nativity-Midwife Crisis  

YR, Y1 and Y2  

Tuesday 17th December and Wednesday 
18th December-3 performances of the 
Nativity for parents/carers to watch. 
Tickets available from the Office.  

Christmas Party Day  Thursday 19th December will be our 
Christmas Party Day! Children are     
invited to wear their party clothes on this 
day.  

Christmas Service  Thursday 19th December-Christmas   
service in church 1pm.  



SafeguardingÊTipÊofÊtheÊWeek 

TheÊRoleÊofÊExternalÊAgenciesÊ 

AtÊStÊJames,ÊtheÊsafetyÊandÊwell-beingÊofÊourÊstudentsÊareÊourÊtopÊprioriƟes.ÊWeÊworkÊcloselyÊwithÊexter-
nalÊagenciesÊtoÊensureÊaÊsafeÊandÊsupporƟveÊenvironmentÊforÊeveryÊchild. 

Social Services WeÊcollaborateÊwithÊsocialÊservicesÊtoÊidenƟfyÊandÊsupportÊchildrenÊatÊrisk,ÊsharingÊvitalÊ
informaƟonÊandÊdevelopingÊtailoredÊsupportÊplans. 

Health Services OurÊstrongÊlinksÊwithÊhealthÊservices,ÊincludingÊschoolÊnursesÊandÊmentalÊhealthÊprofes-
sionals,ÊhelpÊusÊaddressÊhealthÊconcernsÊpromptlyÊandÊprovideÊappropriateÊcare. 

Police WeÊworkÊwithÊtheÊpoliceÊtoÊmaintainÊaÊsecureÊschoolÊenvironmentÊthroughÊsafetyÊinformaƟonÊ
sharing,ÊandÊstudentÊeducaƟonÊonÊpersonalÊsafety. 

Staff Training InÊlineÊwithÊKeepingÊChildrenÊSafeÊinÊEducaƟonÊ2024,ÊourÊstaffÊreceiveÊÊÊÊÊregularÊtrainingÊ
onÊsafeguardingÊpracƟcesÊtoÊrecogniseÊandÊrespondÊtoÊsignsÊofÊabuseÊandÊsupportÊchildrenÊinÊneed. 

Community Involvement WeÊbelieveÊinÊaÊcommunityÊeffortÊtoÊkeepÊchildrenÊsafe.ÊWeÊhostÊworkshopsÊ
andÊinformaƟonÊsessionsÊtoÊengageÊparents,Êcarers,ÊandÊcommunityÊmembersÊinÊsafeguardingÊpracƟces. 

Together,ÊwithÊtheÊsupportÊofÊexternalÊagenciesÊandÊourÊdedicatedÊstaff,ÊweÊareÊcommiƩedÊtoÊcreaƟngÊaÊ
safeÊandÊnurturingÊenvironmentÊwhereÊeveryÊchildÊcanÊthrive.ÊIfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊquesƟonsÊorÊconcerns,Ê
pleaseÊcontactÊus. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Safety Over the FesƟve Season 

The holiday season is a time for celebration, relaxation and spending well-earned 
time with loved ones. While this period will hopefully be calm, it’s important that    
parents and educators acknowledge there are still things we can do to make these 
weeks as safe as possible for the young people in our care. 

Of course, it’s not immediately obvious what can or should be done to stay safe over 

the festive season. This  week’s free guide offers expert advice on the steps you can 

take to enjoy a less fraught winter break, safeguarding any youngsters who might be 

present for the celebrations. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
AsÊaÊschoolÊÊcommunityÊweÊwantÊtoÊbe: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

AsÊweÊenterÊtheÊfesƟveÊseasonÊofÊAdvent,Êit'sÊaÊwonderfulÊopportunityÊtoÊspreadÊ
kindnessÊtoÊthoseÊaroundÊus.ÊDecemberÊisÊtheÊperfectÊƟmeÊtoÊensureÊthatÊeveryoneÊ
atÊStÊJamesÊexperiencesÊhope,Êpeace,Êjoy,ÊandÊloveÊasÊweÊcelebrateÊtheÊcomingÊofÊ
JesusÊintoÊtheÊworld. 

AƩached,ÊyouÊwillÊfindÊaÊ‘KindnessÊCalendar’ÊfilledÊwithÊaÊvarietyÊofÊdailyÊkindnessÊ
acƟviƟesÊthatÊyourÊchildÊcanÊchooseÊtoÊcomplete.ÊEachÊacƟvityÊisÊexplainedÊonÊtheÊ
calendar,ÊincludingÊwhyÊitÊwasÊchosen,ÊandÊallÊtasksÊareÊfreeÊtoÊcomplete.ÊWeÊen-
courageÊyouÊtoÊshareÊyourÊchild'sÊactsÊofÊcompassionÊonÊTwiƩerÊorÊbringÊcompletedÊ
acƟviƟesÊintoÊschoolÊforÊdisplay.ÊPleaseÊuseÊtheÊhashtagÊ@StJamesCEsth. 

ThroughoutÊtheÊmonth,ÊweÊwillÊbeÊsendingÊhomeÊcerƟficatesÊtoÊcelebrateÊtheÊchil-
drenÊwhoÊcompleteÊaÊrangeÊofÊkindnessÊacƟviƟesÊeachÊweek.ÊIÊamÊexcitedÊtoÊseeÊtheÊ
wonderfulÊacƟviƟesÊourÊchildrenÊwillÊcompleteÊandÊtheÊkindnessÊandÊcompassionÊ
thatÊwillÊspreadÊthroughoutÊtheÊStÊJamesÊSchoolÊCommunity. 

IfÊyouÊhaveÊanyÊquesƟons,ÊpleaseÊspeakÊtoÊyourÊchild’sÊclassÊteacher. 

YoursÊsincerely, 

Mrs.ÊLister 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

EachÊhalfÊterm,ÊoneÊchildÊfromÊeachÊclassÊ
isÊnominatedÊbyÊtheirÊclassÊteacherÊforÊ

‘livingÊout’ÊourÊvalueÊofÊtheÊhalfÊterm.ÊTheÊ
valueÊforÊthisÊhalfÊtermÊisÊÊ‘Compassion’ 

 

RECEPTION OliverÊKlemp 

YEAR 1 

 

DeanaÊHussein 

YEAR 2 

 

NateÊYork 

YEAR 3 

 

LaytonÊWinstanley 

YEAR 4 

 

PoppyÊComiskey 

YEAR 5 

 

Olive-ChrisƟnaÊAdabie 

YEAR 6 YousefÊAlÊBaƟnÊ 



PE Days  

Monday Year1,ÊYearÊ2ÊandÊ
YearÊ3 

Tuesday RecepƟonÊandÊ
YearÊ4Ê 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

YearÊ5ÊandÊ 

YearÊ6Ê 

Thursday YearÊ3ÊandÊ 

YearÊ4 

Friday YearÊ1Ê,ÊYearÊ2ÊandÊ
YearÊ5ÊandÊYearÊ6 

   Clubs 

 

WeÊareÊrunningÊtheÊfollowingÊ
aŌerÊschoolÊclubsÊthisÊnextÊhalfÊtermÊ.ÊBook-

ingÊisÊnowÊopenÊonÊParentPay.Ê 

 

· Tuesday-FABÊClubÊforÊY2ÊandÊY3ÊwithÊÊ
MissÊBarraƩ 

· Thursday– SportsÊFusionÊÊforÊKS2 

 

IfÊyourÊchildÊisÊinÊY6,ÊÊyouÊmayÊreceiveÊaÊleƩerÊ
inviƟngÊthemÊtoÊaƩendÊaÊReadingÊBoosterÊ

Club.Ê 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

Winter Holiday and Food Programme 2024 

      

TheÊWinterÊHolidayÊAcƟviƟesÊandÊFoodÊProgrammeÊ(HAF)ÊwillÊbeÊ
runningÊfromÊMondayÊ23rdÊDecemberÊ2024ÊtoÊFridayÊ3rdÊJanuaryÊ

2025froÊallÊeligibleÊchildren,ÊyoungÊpeopleÊandÊfamiliesÊ(clickÊhereÊtoÊseeÊifÊyourÊchildÊisÊeligible). 

    

WinterÊ2024ÊHAFÊProgrammeÊ-ÊfullÊlistÊofÊvenuesÊandÊacƟviƟes withÊChristmasÊacƟviƟesÊincludedÊandÊ
detailsÊofÊfoodÊpantriesÊavailableÊacrossÊSt.ÊHelens.  

BookingÊformÊ(pleaseÊnoteÊnotÊallÊacƟviƟesÊwillÊshowÊupÊunƟlÊtheyÊgoÊliveÊforÊbookingsÊtoÊbeÊtaken) 

AllÊacƟviƟesÊareÊbookableÊfromÊ1pmÊonÊTuesdayÊ3rdÊDecember. 

   

ChrisÊCunninghamÊHolidayÊAcƟviƟesÊandÊFoodÊProjectÊOfficerÊ01744Ê675934Ê
(christophercunningham@sthelens.gov.uk) 
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APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

IfÊyourÊchildÊturnsÊ4ÊbetweenÊ1ÊSeptemberÊ2024ÊandÊ31ÊAugustÊ2025,ÊheÊorÊsheÊwillÊÊ
transferÊtoÊprimaryÊschoolÊinÊSeptemberÊ2025. ÊFromÊMondayÊ16ÊSeptemberÊtheÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissionsÊ isÊopenÊforÊparentsÊwhoÊwishÊtoÊapplyÊonline. 

YouÊwillÊbeÊnoƟfiedÊonÊ16ÊAprilÊ2025ÊconfirmingÊyourÊchild'sÊschoolÊplace. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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