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This week at St James 
Well, I think it's fair to say that Christmas has well and truly arrived at St James! The festive spirit 
is in the air, and we are all excited about the wonderful events and activities planned for this    
special season. 

On Monday, we welcomed some of our Governors into school. They observed lessons and spoke 
to children from the School Council and the Ethos Team. The Governors were very impressed with 
how well the children were taught and how articulate our children were. It was a proud moment 
for all of us! 

On Wednesday, Year 4 had a fantastic time making burritos with Apple of My Eye. The children 
enjoyed learning about different ingredients and cooking techniques. It was a delicious and     
educational experience 

Next week is another jam-packed week. All classes will be preparing for their Christmas           
performances for parents. We can't wait to see the wonderful shows the children have been 
working hard on. On Wednesday, we will have our Christmas Movie Night. It's a perfect           
opportunity for the children to relax and enjoy a festive film with their friends. On Thursday, it's 
Christmas Jumper Day! We encourage everyone to wear their most festive jumpers to school. It's 
always a fun and colourful day and a good way to help raise money for ‘Save the Children’. Also 
on Thursday, we will be delivering the Christmas Service for the whole of the LDST which is very 
exciting.  

Thank you to all the families who joined us at our Christmas Bingo last night. It was a fantastic 
evening filled with fun and laughter. We raised a significant amount of money that will help us 
continue to improve our school environment. Your support is greatly   appreciated! We are look-
ing forward to our other upcoming Christmas events, such as our nativities, Christmas Party Day 
and church service. These events are always such a special time at school, bringing joy and      
excitement to  everyone. 

We have loved seeing so many families join in with our Kindness Advent Calendar! It has filled 
our hearts with joy to see the acts of kindness being shared. Be sure to share what you are    
completing on our X page, as all children who participate will receive a certificate. 

Thank you for your continued support and involvement in our school community. Together, we 
live, learn, and laugh with the love of God..  

Have a lovely weekend.,  

Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 
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Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

94.7% 

Reception 90.0% 

Year 1 97.5% 

Year 2 97.0% 

Year 3 93.3% 

Year 4 98.8% 

Year 5  90.9% 

Year 6  93.0% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.4% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 4 

There were  133  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Why We Want Excellent AƩendance 
 
Being Safe in School: The best way for us to ensure a 
child’s safety is by seeing them regularly.  

Access to the Full Curriculum: We offer an extensive and 
engaging curriculum at  St James. By law, all students are enƟtled to a full-Ɵme educaƟon, 
and regular aƩendance ensures they benefit from a broad range of subjects. Consistent 
and punctual aƩendance allows us to support them in all aspects of their schooling. 

Sense of Belonging: School is more than just a place to learn. We strive to make every 
child at St James feel part of our school family. From RecepƟon to Year 6, there are          
numerous acƟviƟes throughout the year that help the children try new things and feel   
included. Every student maƩers. 

Life Skills: Good aƩendance and punctuality are essenƟal life skills. We emphasise these 
qualiƟes to prepare your child for the future, discussing the importance of commitment, 
work ethic, and reliability. 

Friends: Regular aƩendance helps strengthen friendships. Children who miss school oŌen 
find it harder to maintain posiƟve relaƟonships. Friendships are crucial for school-aged 
children, especially as they develop. 

Wider School ParƟcipaƟon: We offer a variety of clubs and          
acƟviƟes, there’s something for everyone. These acƟviƟes enrich 
students' school experience and future  opportuniƟes. 

 

 

 

 
Thank you for supporƟng your child’s aƩendance and helping us 

provide a safe, engaging, and enriching environment for all children.  
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Christmas at St 
James’ 

Christmas Bingo  Thursday 5th December 5pm-7pm.  

Tickets are on sale from the school office.  
Christmas Movie Night- 

A  Muppets Christmas Carol 

Wednesday 11th December. 3.30pm-
5.30pm. Tickets available from the Office 

Christmas Jumper Day  Thursday 12th December—Please come 
in dressed in a Christmas Jumper for a 
£1 donation to ‘Save the Children’ (via 
School Money),  

Carols and Mince Pies-KS2 led Friday 13th December 9am. Tickets 
available from the school office.  

Christmas Dinner  Monday 16th December-If your child is 
normally has a packed lunch they can 
choose to have a Christmas Dinner. The 
cost of this is £2.95.  Please let the office 
know if a dinner is required.  

Nativity-Midwife Crisis  

YR, Y1 and Y2  

Tuesday 17th December and Wednesday 
18th December-3 performances of the 
Nativity for parents/carers to watch. 
Tickets available from the Office.  

Christmas Party Day  Thursday 19th December will be our 
Christmas Party Day! Children are     
invited to wear their party clothes on this 
day.  

Christmas Service  Thursday 19th December-Christmas   
service in church 1pm.  



Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Peer on Peer Abuse 

What is Peer-on-Peer Abuse? Peer-on-peer abuse occurs when a child is harmed by another child. This can take 
many forms, including physical violence, emoƟonal abuse, sexual violence, harassment, and online abuse. It is 
important to recognise  that this type of abuse can happen both inside and outside of school, and it can have seri-
ous and lasƟng effects on the well-being of children. 

How is Peer-on-Peer Abuse Addressed? According to the Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon (KCSIE) 2024 guide-
lines, schools have a responsibility to create a safe environment for all students. Here’s how we address peer-on-
peer abuse:  

PrevenƟon: We educate students about respecƞul relaƟonships and the importance of kindness. This includes 
lessons on recognising and reporƟng abuse.  

ReporƟng: We have clear procedures for students to report any incidents of abuse. Students are encouraged to 
speak to a trusted adult if they or someone they know is being harmed.  

Response: When an incident is reported, we take immediate acƟon to support the vicƟm and address the behav-
iour of the perpetrator. This may involve working with parents, social services, and other professionals. 

Support: We provide ongoing support to vicƟms of abuse to help them recover and feel safe. This includes coun-
selling and other resources as needed. 
 
Training: All staff receive regular training on how to idenƟfy and respond to peer-on-peer abuse. This ensures 
that everyone is equipped to handle these situaƟons effecƟvely. 
 
By working together, we can help ensure that our school is a safe and supporƟve environment for all students. If 
you have any concerns or need more informaƟon, please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

What you need to know about  Mental Health and Well-being Apps 

 

According to findings from the NHS, 1 in 5 children in England suffer from a probable mental health    

issue, with 420,000 treated for such problems every month. With such high numbers of young people in 

need of mental health support, it’s perhaps unsurprising that plenty of them have turned to using apps 
intended to help them through these kinds of challenges.  

Unfortunately, there are plenty of risks associated with these services from data collecƟon to a           
potenƟally unhelpful, impersonal experience. It can be difficult to know how to keep young users safe as 
they navigate these services, but this week’s free guide provides expert advice on how to do exactly 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

As we enter the fesƟve season of Advent, it's a wonderful opportunity to spread 
kindness to those around us. December is the perfect Ɵme to ensure that everyone 
at St James experiences hope, peace, joy, and love as we celebrate the coming of 
Jesus into the world. 

AƩached, you will find a ‘Kindness Calendar’ filled with a variety of daily kindness 
acƟviƟes that your child can choose to complete. Each acƟvity is explained on the 
calendar, including why it was chosen, and all tasks are free to complete. We en-
courage you to share your child's acts of compassion on TwiƩer or bring completed 
acƟviƟes into school for display. Please use the hashtag @StJamesCEsth. 

Throughout the month, we will be sending home cerƟficates to celebrate the chil-
dren who complete a range of kindness acƟviƟes each week. I am excited to see the 
wonderful acƟviƟes our children will complete and the kindness and compassion 
that will spread throughout the St James School Community. 

If you have any quesƟons, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Lister 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Compassion’ 

 

RECEPTION Tommie Long 

YEAR 1 

 

Joshua Hodgkinson 

YEAR 2 

 

Harry Major 

YEAR 3 

 

Alex Karol  

YEAR 4 

 

MaƟlda Smith-Pilling 

YEAR 5 

 

Michael Inglis 

YEAR 6 William Gartside 



PE Days  

Monday Year1, Year 2 and 
Year 3 

Tuesday RecepƟon and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 3 and  

Year 4 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 5 and Year 6 

   Clubs 

We are running the following 
aŌer school clubs this half 

term.  

· Monday (8am)-Fencing with Coach Phil 
(see leƩer sent) 

· Tuesday-Golf for Y3 and Y4 with Mr 
Moon and Mr Ratcliffe 

· Wednesday-Lego Club for Y1, Y2 and Y3 
with Miss Hunter 

· Thursday– MulƟ skills for Y1 and Y2 
with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y2,  you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
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Winter Holiday and Food Programme 2024 

      

The Winter Holiday AcƟviƟes and Food Programme (HAF) will be 
running from Monday 23rd December 2024 to Friday 3rd January 

2025fro all eligible children, young people and families (click here to see if your child is eligible). 

    

Winter 2024 HAF Programme - full list of venues and acƟviƟes with Christmas acƟviƟes included and 
details of food pantries available across St. Helens.  

Booking form (please note not all acƟviƟes will show up unƟl they go live for bookings to be taken) 

All acƟviƟes are bookable from 1pm on Tuesday 3rd December. 

   

Chris Cunningham Holiday AcƟviƟes and Food Project Officer 01744 675934 
(christophercunningham@sthelens.gov.uk) 
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APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will  
transfer to primary school in September 2025.  From Monday 16 September the         
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions  is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 16 April 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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                                            NaƟvity  2024 
                                              RecepƟon, Year 1 and Y2 
 

The NaƟvity, this year, will take place on Thursday 
17th December at 13:30pm and on Wednesday 

18th December at 09:30am and 13:30 pm. Tickets 
are now on sale and will be allocated on a first 

come first served basis with an          availability of 2 
Ɵckets per family. Please return the leƩer received 

to school with payment to secure your Ɵckets.  
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