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This week at St James 
It’s been another acƟon-packed week here at St James! 

On Tuesday, we were delighted to welcome Imran from the Muslim Learners Service, who 
visited Key Stage 2 to share insights about the Islamic faith and what it means to him as a 
Muslim. This was a fantasƟc opportunity for our school community to deepen their           
understanding of another culture and religion. 

Wednesday brought a visit from Nitro Nic from the Mad Science Team, who taught us all 
about water, the water cycle, and ways we can conserve water. It was an exciƟng               
experience—especially when she created real clouds in the hall for us to touch! We’re also 
excited to announce that the Mad Science Team will be running a Mad Science Club aŌer 
Christmas. Be sure to sign up quickly, as places are limited! 

On Thursday morning, Year 3 put on an incredible class assembly about Ancient Egypt. Mrs. 
Young was so impressed with their presentaƟon! It’s fantasƟc to see how much they’ve 
learned in their Opening Worlds sessions this term. 

Today, two Year 4 students, Grace and Elliot, represented our school at the Kids in Museums 
Takeover Day. They had a brilliant Ɵme taking on adult roles at the World of Glass and St. 
Helen’s Library. This was a wonderful chance for them to explore museum careers, develop 
new skills, and enjoy a hands-on experience. 

As the weather gets colder, please remind your children to dress warmly for school and en-
sure that hats, scarves, and gloves are clearly labelled. 

Please note that due to unforeseen circumstances, there have been some changes to our 
Christmas events calendar. These updates have been sent out via the Parent App, but please 
be sure to check the events secƟon of the newsleƩer to avoid any confusion. 

Thank you for another wonderful week! Here’s to many more days of learning, living, and 
laughing together!    Mrs Briers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.0% 

Reception 97.3% 

Year 1 96.96% 

Year 2 96.3% 

Year 3 97.4% 

Year 4 95.8% 

Year 5  92.1% 

Year 6  96.3% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is…. 

There were    pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Christmas at St 
James’ 

Christmas Bingo  Thursday 5th December 5pm-7pm.  

Tickets are on sale from the school office.  
Christmas Movie Night Wednesday 11th December. 3.30pm-

5.30pm. Further information to follow.  

Christmas Jumper Day  Thursday 12th December—Please come 
in dressed in a Christmas Jumper for a 
£1 donation to ‘Save the Children’ (via 
School Money),  

Carols and Mince Pies-KS2 led Friday 13th December 9am. Tickets 
available from the school office.  

Christmas Dinner  Monday 16th December-If your child is 
normally has a packed lunch they can 
choose to have a Christmas Dinner. The 
cost of this is £2.95.  Further infor-
mation will be sent via the school  app.  

Nativity-Midwife Crisis  

YR, Y1 and Y2  

Tuesday 17th December and Wednesday 
18th December-3 performances of the 
Nativity for parents/carers to watch. 
Tickets will be on sale soon.  

Christmas Party Day  Thursday 19th December will be our 
Christmas Party Day! Children are     
invited to wear their party clothes on this 
day.  

Christmas Service  Thursday 19th December-Christmas   
service in church 1pm.  



Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Sexual Abuse 

At our school, the safety and well-being of every child is our top priority. We are commiƩed to teaching 
children how to protect themselves, parƟcularly around the issue of sexual abuse. 
Sexual abuse is any unwanted behaviour of a sexual nature that makes a child feel unsafe. This can     
include inappropriate touching or language. It’s important children know the difference between        
respecƞul and inappropriate behaviour and feel confident to speak up if something feels wrong. 
We provide age-appropriate lessons on personal safety, including: 

· Understanding Boundaries: RespecƟng personal space. 
· Saying “No”: Knowing they can say “no” to any unwanted touch or behaviour. 
· Who to Talk To: Encouraging children to speak to trusted adults if they feel unsafe. 
 
We ensure children feel comfortable sharing concerns. Our staff are trained to listen and offer support, 
and we work with external professionals when necessary to ensure safety. 
We encourage parents to talk to their child about boundaries, listen without judgment, and reinforce 
the importance of speaking up if something feels wrong. 

We understand these topics can be challenging, but they are crucial to keeping our children safe. Please 
reach out if you have any quesƟons or concerns. Together, we can ensure every child feels safe and  
supported. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

 EducaƟng Children on Spending and Saving 

Findings from the Money and Pensions Service have found that only 47% of children in the UK 
have received a meaningful financial educaƟon. At James, we take great pride in our Year 5 and 
Year6 Money Mentors sessions that take place to support children with this.  Money              
management is a vital part of being an adult, and an excepƟonally important skill that will      
benefit children for their enƟre lives. Having the knowledge and self-control to let savings build 
up interest – or avoid an impulse buy can  ensure that children go into adulthood at a signifi-
cantly lower risk of financial difficulty. With Black Friday and Cyber Monday sales fast approach-
ing, now is a great Ɵme to help children   understand the value of money. Of course, it can feel 
daunƟng when aƩempƟng to teach young people about something as complicated as money 
and responsible budgeƟng but there are several opƟons at your disposal. To break down these 
opƟons, this week’s guide in collaboraƟon with financial educaƟon app GoHenry, helping you 
teach children and young people all they need to know about spending and saving.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Compassion’ 

RECEPTION Ariella  Pendlebury-
Fernades 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Penelope EllioƩ 

YEAR 2 

 

Bobby Fairhurst 

YEAR 3 

 

Levvie Gilsenan 

YEAR 4 

 

Noah Barnes  

YEAR 5 

 

Radin Ekanayake 

YEAR 6 Loƫe Stanley  



PE Days  

Monday Year1, Year 2 and 
Year 3 

Tuesday RecepƟon and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 3 and  

Year 4 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 5 and Year 6 

   Clubs 

We are running the following 
aŌer school clubs this half 

term.  

· Monday (8am)-Fencing with Coach Phil 
(see leƩer sent) 

· Tuesday-Golf for Y3 and Y4 with Mr 
Moon and Mr Ratcliffe 

· Wednesday-Lego Club for Y1, Y2 and Y3 
with Miss Hunter 

· Thursday– MulƟ skills for Y1 and Y2 
with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y2,  you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
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SWIMMING 

Y6 have Swimming Lessons this half term. Their lessons are on Wednesday aŌernoons.   

Remember: 
· Full PE kit on PE days.  

· PE kits: Black tracksuit/shorts and plain white T.Shirt (logo opƟonal) and black 
trainers, 

· No slogan/branded TShirts or Tracksuits or bright colours.  

· Earrings must be taken out or covered with plasters.  

THIS IS PART OF SCHOOL UNIFROM AND EXPECTATIONS MUST  BE FOLLOWED.  
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APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will  
transfer to primary school in September 2025.  From Monday 16 September the         
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions  is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 16 April 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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