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This week at St James 
We’veÊhadÊaÊfantasƟcÊweekÊhereÊatÊschool,ÊfilledÊwithÊexciƟngÊacƟviƟes,ÊspecialÊvisitors,ÊandÊmemo-
rableÊÊmomentsÊasÊweÊlearn,Êlive,ÊandÊlaughÊtogether! 

OurÊweekÊstartedÊwithÊaÊflourishÊasÊsomeÊchildrenÊgotÊtoÊtestÊtheirÊskillsÊinÊFencingÊClub!ÊThisÊclubÊhasÊ
beenÊaÊbigÊhit,ÊandÊit’sÊeasyÊtoÊseeÊwhy—childrenÊhaveÊbeenÊlearningÊallÊaboutÊbalance,Êfocus,ÊandÊ
respectÊinÊthisÊfunÊandÊenergeƟcÊacƟvity.ÊTheÊenthusiasmÊhasÊbeenÊcontagious,ÊwithÊlotsÊofÊsmilesÊ
andÊlaughterÊallÊaround! 

ThisÊweek,ÊweÊfocusedÊonÊAnƟ-BullyingÊwithÊtheÊthemeÊofÊ"ChooseÊRespect."ÊEachÊclassÊtookÊƟmeÊtoÊ
talkÊaboutÊkindness,Êrespect,ÊandÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊsupporƟngÊeachÊother.ÊWeÊhadÊaÊcolourfulÊ"OddÊ
SocksÊDay"ÊtoÊcelebrateÊeveryone’sÊuniqueness,ÊandÊonÊWednesday,ÊBTalesÊvisitedÊtoÊhelpÊusÊunder-
standÊtheseÊÊimportantÊvaluesÊthroughÊstoriesÊandÊperformances.ÊWe’reÊproudÊofÊourÊchildrenÊforÊ
showingÊsuchÊcareÊandÊrespectÊtowardsÊeachÊother. 

ThankÊyouÊtoÊallÊourÊparentsÊwhoÊaƩendedÊthisÊweek’sÊParents’ÊEveningsÊWeÊappreciateÊtheÊchanceÊ
toÊshareÊyourÊchildren’sÊachievementsÊandÊhearÊyourÊvaluableÊinsights.ÊWorkingÊtogetherÊhelpsÊusÊ
ensureÊtheÊbestÊÊÊÊexperienceÊforÊeveryÊchild. 

AÊhugeÊthankÊyouÊforÊsupporƟngÊourÊBookÊFair!ÊItÊwasÊfantasƟcÊtoÊseeÊsoÊmanyÊfamiliesÊexploringÊ
newÊbooksÊtogether.ÊYourÊcontribuƟonsÊgoÊaÊlongÊwayÊinÊhelpingÊusÊbuildÊaÊloveÊforÊreadingÊwithinÊ
ourÊschool-weÊmanagedÊtoÊraiseÊoverÊ£400! 

ThisÊmorning,ÊweÊalsoÊÊenjoyedÊourÊOpeningÊWorldsÊCoffeeÊMorning,ÊbringingÊfamiliesÊtogetherÊfromÊ
acrossÊourÊschoolÊÊÊcommunityÊtoÊlearnÊmoreÊaboutÊourÊcurriculumÊandÊgeƫngÊtheÊchanceÊtoÊseeÊitÊ
liveÊinÊacƟonÊinÊourÊclasses.ÊThankÊyouÊforÊmakingÊitÊsuchÊaÊwarmÊandÊwelcomingÊevent. 

NextÊweekÊisÊshapingÊupÊtoÊbeÊjustÊasÊexciƟng!ÊWe’reÊÊparƟcularlyÊlookingÊforwardÊtoÊYearÊ3’sÊClassÊ
AssemblyÊonÊThursdayÊatÊ9Êa.m.ÊWeÊcan’tÊwaitÊtoÊseeÊyouÊthere!Ê 

ThankÊyouÊforÊanotherÊwonderfulÊweek.ÊHere’sÊtoÊmanyÊmoreÊdaysÊofÊlearning,Êliving,ÊandÊlaughingÊ
together! 

MrsÊBriers 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

97% 

Reception 94.4% 

Year 1 98.6% 

Year 2 96% 

Year 3 98.7% 

Year 4 97.9% 

Year 5  93.2% 

Year 6  98.5% 

AƩendance Updates 

WeÊneedÊtoÊtryÊreallyÊhardÊeachÊandÊeveryÊweekÊtoÊmakeÊsureÊeveryÊyearÊgroupÊisÊbeaƟngÊ
ourÊ97% target—thisÊwillÊhelpÊusÊtoÊsucceed!Ê 

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Y3 

There were 139   pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  
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Parents Role in AƩendance 

SchoolÊaƩendanceÊisÊaÊnaƟonalÊpriority.ÊAtÊStÊJames,ÊweÊrecogniseÊthatÊposiƟveÊbehaviourÊandÊgoodÊaƩendanceÊareÊessenƟalÊ
forÊpupilsÊtoÊgetÊtheÊmostÊofÊtheirÊschoolÊexperienceÊincludingÊtheirÊaƩainment,Êwellbeing,ÊandÊwiderÊlifeÊchances.Ê 

EachÊweek,ÊweÊprovideÊanÊaƩendanceÊupdateÊonÊourÊnewsleƩerÊincludingÊtheÊclassÊaƩendance.ÊBelowÊisÊfurtherÊinformaƟonÊ
aboutÊourÊaƩendanceÊapproachesÊatÊStÊJamesÊinÊlineÊwithÊupdatedÊNaƟonalÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊGuidance.ÊMoreÊdetailedÊinformaƟonÊisÊlocat-
edÊwithinÊourÊ‘AƩendanceÊandÊPunctualityÊPolicy’ÊwhichÊisÊlocatedÊonÊourÊschoolÊwebsiteÊunderÊpolicies.Ê 

 

FurtherÊgovernmentÊguidanceÊonÊinformaƟonÊaroundÊpotenƟalÊfinesÊforÊmissingÊschoolÊareÊprovidedÊthroughÊtheÊfollowingÊ
link:ÊhƩps://educaƟonhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-
know/   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

EmoƟonal Abuse 

AtÊStÊJamesÊeveryÊchild’sÊwellbeingÊisÊourÊtopÊpriority.ÊEmoƟonalÊabuseÊcanÊharmÊaÊchild’sÊself-esteem,Ê
relaƟonships,ÊandÊmentalÊhealth.ÊInÊlineÊwithÊthe Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024 guidelines,Ê
we’reÊhereÊtoÊhelpÊparentsÊrecognizeÊsignsÊandÊunderstandÊourÊresponse. 

EmoƟonalÊabuseÊincludesÊongoingÊnegaƟveÊbehaviours—likeÊcriƟcism,ÊrejecƟon,ÊorÊisolaƟon—thatÊharmÊ
aÊchild’sÊemoƟonalÊwellbeing.ÊItÊcanÊhappenÊatÊhome,Êonline,ÊorÊinÊsocialÊsituaƟons. 

SignsÊtoÊwatchÊforÊinclude: 

· Behavioural changes:ÊAnxiety,Ênervousness,ÊorÊwithdrawal. 

· Low self-esteem:ÊExpressionsÊofÊdoubtÊorÊsensiƟvityÊtoÊcriƟcism. 

· Social difficulƟes:ÊTroubleÊtrusƟngÊorÊformingÊfriendships. 

· Aggressive behaviour:ÊFrequentÊoutburstsÊorÊdefiance. 

· Physical symptoms:ÊUnexplainedÊheadachesÊorÊstomachÊaches. 

OurÊstaffÊisÊtrainedÊtoÊrecogniseÊandÊrespondÊtoÊemoƟonalÊabuse.ÊPleaseÊreachÊoutÊifÊyouÊhaveÊconcernsÊ
orÊneedÊmoreÊinformaƟon.ÊWorkingÊtogether,ÊweÊcanÊhelpÊsafeguardÊeveryÊchild’sÊemoƟonalÊandÊmentalÊ
health. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

Ê10 Top Tips for Cycle Safety.  

 

CyclingÊcanÊbeÊaÊfunÊandÊhealthyÊwayÊtoÊpassÊtheÊƟmeÊforÊchildrenÊandÊyoungÊpeopleÊ–ÊencouragingÊ
themÊtoÊgoÊoutsideÊandÊstayÊacƟve,ÊwhileÊalsoÊspendingÊqualityÊƟmeÊwithÊparents,ÊcarersÊorÊotherÊtrust-
edÊadults.ÊIt’sÊalsoÊaÊusefulÊskillÊforÊadultÊlife:ÊteachingÊyoungstersÊhowÊtoÊuseÊaÊcheaper,ÊhealthierÊandÊ
moreÊeco-friendlyÊmethodÊofÊtransportaƟonÊwhereÊpossible. 

However,ÊtheÊriskÊofÊinjuriesÊthatÊcyclingÊcarriesÊcanÊquicklyÊputÊyoungÊpeopleÊoffÊtheÊhobby.ÊIfÊaÊchildÊisÊ
beingÊintroducedÊtoÊcyclingÊasÊanÊacƟvity,Êit’sÊessenƟalÊthatÊthey’reÊalsoÊtaughtÊhowÊtoÊstayÊsafeÊwhileÊ
outÊandÊabout.ÊThisÊfreeÊguideÊoffersÊyouÊexpertÊadviceÊonÊhowÊtoÊpracƟseÊsafeÊcyclingÊandÊpreserveÊtheÊ
wellbeingÊofÊchildrenÊwhenÊgoingÊoutÊforÊaÊride. 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
AsÊaÊschoolÊÊcommunityÊweÊwantÊtoÊbe: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

EachÊhalfÊterm,ÊoneÊchildÊfromÊeachÊclassÊ
isÊnominatedÊbyÊtheirÊclassÊteacherÊforÊ

‘livingÊout’ÊourÊvalueÊofÊtheÊhalfÊterm.ÊTheÊ
valueÊforÊthisÊhalfÊtermÊisÊÊ‘Compassion’ 

 

RECEPTION RuhaanÊRasheed 

YEAR 1 

 

IsabellaÊBurrows 

YEAR 2 

 

Harley-WadeÊRigby 

YEAR 3 

 

WillowÊButler 

YEAR 4 

 

ElliotÊLee 

YEAR 5 

 

MadisonÊFrater-
HasseƩ 

YEAR 6 BriellaÊShaw 



PE Days  

Monday Year1,ÊYearÊ2ÊandÊ
YearÊ3 

Tuesday RecepƟonÊandÊ
YearÊ4Ê 

Wednesday RecepƟon 

YearÊ5ÊandÊ 

YearÊ6Ê 

Thursday YearÊ3ÊandÊ 

YearÊ4 

Friday YearÊ1Ê,ÊYearÊ2ÊandÊ
YearÊ5ÊandÊYearÊ6 

   Clubs 

WeÊareÊrunningÊtheÊfollowingÊ
aŌerÊschoolÊclubsÊthisÊhalfÊ

term.Ê 

· Monday (8am)-FencingÊwithÊCoachÊPhilÊ
(seeÊleƩerÊsent) 

· Tuesday-GolfÊforÊY3ÊandÊY4ÊwithÊMrÊ
MoonÊandÊMrÊRatcliffe 

· Wednesday-LegoÊClubÊforÊY1,ÊY2ÊandÊY3Ê
withÊMissÊHunter 

· Thursday– MulƟÊskillsÊforÊY1ÊandÊY2Ê
withÊtheÊSportsÊCoach 

IfÊyourÊchildÊisÊinÊY2,ÊÊyouÊmayÊreceiveÊaÊleƩerÊ
inviƟngÊthemÊtoÊaƩendÊaÊReadingÊBoosterÊ

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

SWIMMING 

Y6ÊhaveÊSwimmingÊLessonsÊthisÊhalfÊterm.ÊTheirÊlessonsÊareÊonÊWednesdayÊaŌernoons.ÊÊ 

Remember: 
· FullÊPEÊkitÊonÊPEÊdays.Ê 

· PEÊkits:ÊBlackÊtracksuit/shortsÊandÊplainÊwhiteÊT.ShirtÊ(logoÊopƟonal)ÊandÊblackÊ
trainers, 

· NoÊslogan/brandedÊTShirtsÊorÊTracksuitsÊorÊbrightÊcolours.Ê 

· EarringsÊmustÊbeÊtakenÊoutÊorÊcoveredÊwithÊplasters.Ê 

THISÊISÊPARTÊOFÊSCHOOLÊUNIFROMÊANDÊEXPECTATIONSÊMUSTÊÊBEÊFOLLOWED.Ê 



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

 

 

 

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

IfÊyourÊchildÊturnsÊ4ÊbetweenÊ1ÊSeptemberÊ2024ÊandÊ31ÊAugustÊ2025,ÊheÊorÊsheÊwillÊÊ
transferÊtoÊprimaryÊschoolÊinÊSeptemberÊ2025. ÊFromÊMondayÊ16ÊSeptemberÊtheÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissionsÊ isÊopenÊforÊparentsÊwhoÊwishÊtoÊapplyÊonline. 

YouÊwillÊbeÊnoƟfiedÊonÊ16ÊAprilÊ2025ÊconfirmingÊyourÊchild'sÊschoolÊplace. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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