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This week at St James 
We've had a fantasƟc start to this half-term, and there are so many exciƟng things happening over the next 
few weeks! 

First and foremost we were delighted to receive SIAMs report and share this with you at the beginning of the 
week. This report rightly recognises that our school is a school ‘ built on love’, with caring, compassionate rela-
Ɵonships amongst our school family and our ChrisƟan vision lived out by all.  We should all be so proud.  

On Tuesday, we had a blast at our Light Night ParƟes in each class! On Wednesday, Year 3  thoroughly enjoyed 
their interacƟve Hinduism Workshop, while some of Year 6 made a splash with their first swimming lesson of 
the year!  The rest of the school had the pleasure of Sean Perkins visiƟng to promote his new book and to do 
illustraƟon workshops  in RecepƟon, Year1 and Year 2.  Don’t forget if you want to order signed copies of his 
books, you can do up unƟl Monday.  

It was also a pleasure to welcome prospecƟve parents for our open events on Wednesday and Thursday. We’re 
incredibly proud of St. James, and we love showing off all the wonderful things we have here for children! 

Next week is packed with acƟviƟes! It’s AnƟ-Bullying Week, an important Ɵme to discuss the impact of         
bullying, the value of kindness, and the joy of celebraƟng differences. This year’s theme is "Choose Respect," 
and we’ll be hosƟng assemblies, performances, and even taking part in Odd Socks Day on Tuesday to celebrate 
our unique qualiƟes! 

Tuesday will also be a special day as we visit the church to honour Remembrance Day. Poppies and other items 
supporƟng the Royal BriƟsh Legion are on sale at the school office, and our Head Boy and Head Girl are also 
selling these during playƟmes.  

Parents’ Evening is on Monday and Tuesday. Year 4 will hold theirs a liƩle later in the term.  

We’re also excited to host the Book Fair, open from Monday to Thursday aŌer school in the hall. It’s a great 
chance to find some new books for cozy reading this season. You will be able to pay via cash or card.  

Finally, join us for our Opening Worlds Coffee Morning next Friday. It’s a wonderful way to connect with other 
parents and learn more about what’s happening in our school community. 

Thank you for being part of all the wonderful things we’re doing at St. James. Here’s to a great week ahead! 

Mrs Briers x 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

COMPASSION 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.9% 

Reception 97.3% 

Year 1 96.4% 

Year 2 95.0% 

Year 3 98.7% 

Year 4 94.8% 

Year 5  96.4% 

Year 6  92.0% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  95.8% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Year 3 

There were 135  pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Parents Role in AƩendance 

School aƩendance is a naƟonal priority. At St James, we recognise that posiƟve behaviour and good aƩendance are essenƟal 
for pupils to get the most of their school experience including their aƩainment, wellbeing, and wider life chances.  

Each week, we provide an aƩendance update on our newsleƩer including the class aƩendance. Below is further informaƟon 
about our aƩendance approaches at St James in line with updated NaƟonal        Guidance. More detailed informaƟon is locat-
ed within our ‘AƩendance and Punctuality Policy’ which is located on our school website under policies.  

 

Further government guidance on informaƟon around potenƟal fines for missing school are provided through the following 
link: hƩps://educaƟonhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/08/19/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-
know/   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Understanding Physical Abuse and Keeping Our Children Safe 

In line with the guidance from Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024, we want to ensure all parents, 
carers, and children understand what physical abuse is, how it affects children, and where to go for 
help. Physical abuse involves intenƟonally causing harm to a child, including hiƫng, shaking, burning, or 
any other acƟon that causes physical pain or injury. It is vital for our school community to recognize that 
physical abuse is never acceptable, and every child has the right to feel safe, secure, and supported. 

We encourage parents and carers to talk openly with children about safe and healthy boundaries, and 
to reach out if they have concerns. Staff at our school are trained to spot the signs of physical abuse and 
know the steps to take if they suspect a child is being harmed. We work closely with children’s social 
services and safeguarding partners to act in the best interests of all children. 

If you or someone you know is concerned about a child’s safety, there are several agencies that can 
help: 

NSPCC: For support or to report concerns, call 0808 800 5000 or visit nspcc.org.uk. 
Childline: A free, confidenƟal service for children and young people at 0800 1111 or at childline.org.uk.                                      
St Helen’s Children’s Services team can provide guidance and support. Contact informaƟon can be found 
at hƩps://www.sthelenssafeguarding.org.uk/ 

Together, let’s work to keep all our children safe, protected, and empowered. If you have any quesƟons 
or concerns, please feel free to speak to a member of our Safeguarding Team.  

Online Safety Tip of the  Week  

 Top Tips for Children to Choose Respect 

 

Even among adults, it can be all too common to see disputes and differing opinions grow extremely 
heated, which is rarely helpful to anyone. When emoƟons run high, it can be easy to forget yourself and 
perhaps even say something you didn’t mean, hurƟng feelings or escalaƟng the situaƟon further. 

For children, it’s just as important to avoid this kind of behaviour whenever possible; without the neces-
sary guidance, however, they could struggle to idenƟfy any disrespecƞul behaviour, let alone recognise 
what they can do differently. This guide offers you expert advice on teaching children and young people 
to choose respect when interacƟng with their peers, helping to create an environment based on empa-
thy and tolerance. 
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We are pleased to announce that during our Keeping Safe Week, St James achieved the 
following accreditaƟons.  
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
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Journey Driver Focus:  

COMPASSION 

Each half term, one child from each class 
is nominated by their class teacher for 

‘living out’ our value of the half term. The 
value for this half term is  ‘Compassion’ 

 

RECEPTION Harry McInroy 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Oakley Passey 

YEAR 2 

 

Alexis Hodgkinson 

YEAR 3 

 

Joseph Webb 

YEAR 4 

 

Khloe-Mae Lee 

YEAR 5 

 

Roman McCabe 

YEAR 6 Demi RaƩray 



PE Days  

Monday Year1, Year 2 and 
Year 3 

Tuesday RecepƟon and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6  

Thursday Year 3 and  

Year 4 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 5 and Year 6 

   Clubs 

We are running the following 
aŌer school clubs this half 

term.  

· Monday (8am)-Fencing with Coach Phil 
(see leƩer sent) 

· Tuesday-Golf for Y3 and Y4 with Mr 
Moon and Mr Ratcliffe 

· Wednesday-Lego Club for Y1, Y2 and Y3 
with Miss Hunter 

· Thursday– MulƟ skills for Y1 and Y2 
with the Sports Coach 

If your child is in Y2,  you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
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SWIMMING 

Y6 have Swimming Lessons this half term. Their lessons are on Wednesday aŌernoons.   

Remember: 
· Full PE kit on PE days.  

· PE kits: Black tracksuit/shorts and plain white T.Shirt (logo opƟonal) and black 
trainers, 

· No slogan/branded TShirts or Tracksuits or bright colours.  

· Earrings must be taken out or covered with plasters.  

THIS IS PART OF SCHOOL UNIFROM AND EXPECTATIONS MUST  BE FOLLOWED.  



Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  

 

 

 

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will  
transfer to primary school in September 2025.  From Monday 16 September the         
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions  is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 16 April 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 
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Food banks provide emergency food and compassionate, dignified support to people 
locked in crisis. There are 10 food banks available to residents in St Helens Borough, five of 
which are managed by The HOPE Centre charity in St Helens and require a voucher from a 
relevant local agency. 

St James  are registered  with St Helens Foodbank and are able to issue Food Bank Vouch-
ers (subject to condiƟons). If you feel like you are struggling to put food on the table,  
please contact Mrs Maloney , in the  School Office, for more informaƟon. We can also pro-
vide long term support through Early Help which Miss Moore, Mrs Briers and Mrs Conant  
organise.  

Community food pantries 

Pantries operate as a member-led neighbourhood hub and are just like a shop, in that you 
choose the food you want from the shelves. Members pay a small subscripƟon each week 
they visit, and in return can choose groceries worth many Ɵmes more, oŌen saving up to 
£1,000 a year on shopping bills.. How it works.: 

Step one: Find your nearest pantry (you must live in the area in which it is based). 

Step two: Go along and join on the day it is open, remembering it is open to everyone in 
that community. 

Step three: Pay your £5 membership each Ɵme you visit. Sit and have a cuppa while you 
wait for your turn. 

Step four: Choose your shopping, which will always be worth more than your weekly mem-
bership fee. 

Step five: Tell your neighbours and get them to join too.    

For more informaƟon please see  hƩps://www.sthelens.gov.uk/arƟcle/6987/Food 


