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This week at St James 
 

This week I’ve had the pleasure of visiƟng some of our wonderful Read Write Inc and    
Opening Worlds lessons. It’s always a joy to see our children working hard and speaking so 
posiƟvely about their  learning! Some of our older children blew me away with their 
knowledge and use of vocabulary when talking about rivers and Ancient Egypt. 

I met with our School Council to update our Equality Charter. They  also helped me during a 
safeguarding walk around the school, sharing their thoughts on what makes them feel safe 
at school and offering ideas on how we can make things even beƩer at St James.  

The St. James RecepƟon Welcome Service at church was a lovely event, and it was wonder-
ful to officially welcome our youngest children into our church and school community. We 
look forward to watching them grow as they conƟnue to live, learn, and laugh with the love 
of God. 

On Thursday, next week, we will be wearing yellow to support young people's mental health 
as part of World Mental Health Day.  We invite all children to come to school wearing yellow 
on this day and kindly ask for a £1 donaƟon via School Money. On this day the  Mental 
Health Support Team will also be hosƟng a Parents Coffee aŌernoon  in school to  provide 
advice about children’s mental health and  well-being.  We hope that you can make it.  

This half term our ChrisƟan Value is ‘Generosity’.  Y5 will be leading school’s Harvest Service 
in church on Tuesday morning. Please remember to send in your harvest donaƟons for the 
local food bank.  

Wishing you all a lovely weekend! 

Mrs Briers 

 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

GENEROSITY 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

96.1% 

Reception 98.7% 

Year 1 95.7% 

Year 2 96.4% 

Year 3 97.7% 

Year 4 98.36% 

Year 5  89.6% 

Year 6  97% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  96.1% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is  RecepƟon  

There were 100 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Welcome to our series of safeguarding Ɵps, designed to help keep our children safe and 
supported. 

Welcome to our series of safeguarding Ɵps, designed to help keep our children safe and 
supported. 

At St James, we are commiƩed to keeping every child safe and supported. As part of this, 
we want to raise awareness about the importance of recognising the signs of abuse, as 
outlined in Keeping Children Safe in EducaƟon 2024. 

Abuse can take many forms—physical, emoƟonal, sexual, or neglect. It may show in vari-
ous ways, such as unexplained injuries, sudden changes in behaviour, becoming with-
drawn, showing signs of fear or anxiety, or poor hygiene. It's crucial for all of us, as a 
school community, to be aware of these signs and act quickly if we have concerns. 

Early recogniƟon and reporƟng can make a huge difference in a child's life. If you noƟce 
anything concerning, please don't hesitate to speak to a member of our safeguarding 
team. Working together, we can ensure that every child feels safe, protected, and cared 
for. 

Online Safety Tip of the  Week 

Online Gaming 

Online gaming enjoys an apparently ever-increasing level of popularity, and many players 
are eager to connect with one another as they enjoy a friendly compeƟƟon or go for the 
win side by side. Whether it’s to   strategise and coordinate, or simply have a chat as you 
indulge in your hobby, the fact remains that plenty of games now offer means for their 
players to talk to one another, be that in a text or voice format. 

Unfortunately, this funcƟonality – which is used to connect with strangers just as oŌen as 
it is with friends – poses several risks to younger players, and it’s vital for parents and ed-
ucators to understand these safety concerns. This week’s  guide offers expert advice on 
the issues that may arise when using in-game chat, and lets you know how to safeguard 
the children in your care as they make use of this technology. 
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 Spirituality Spotlight 
 
As a school  community we want to be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

   

Well done to this weeks Headteacher's award  

winners who have lived our  Journey driver of being a ‘Joyful Reader’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 

 

Gethin  

YEAR 1 

 

Aria Hill-Price 

YEAR 2 

 

Sienna Deluce 

YEAR 3 

 

Abdul 

YEAR 4 

 

David Varga 

YEAR 5 

 

Florence Davies 

YEAR 6 Zoe 
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Home Learning at St James  

Home learning is an important part of building posiƟve habits towards learning as well as 
consolidaƟng and extending learning that has already taken place in school. You have an 
important role in supporƟng and encouraging your child to engage in home learning that 
will allow them to flourish both in and out of school.  

Each week, these are the minimum expectaƟons for Home Learning in line with             
government guidance. Further informaƟon can be found in our full Home Learning Policy. 

 

 

 

 



PE Days  

Monday Year 3 

Tuesday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6 

Thursday Year 5 and  

Year 6 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 3 

   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school 
clubs this half term: 

 

· Tuesday– FAB Club for Y1 and Y2 with 
Miss BarraƩ 

· Wednesday-FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 
with Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday– Basketball for Y5 and Y6 with 
the Sports Coach 

 

If your child is in Y5, you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
Club.  
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APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will  
transfer to primary school in September 2025.  From Monday 16 September the         
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions  is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 16 April 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 15 January 2025. 

 

APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2025 

If your child turns 11 between 1 September 2024 and 31 August 2025, he or she will 
transfer to secondary school in September 2025.  From Monday 2 September the  

website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online. 

You will be noƟfied on 3 March 2025 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applicaƟon is 31 October 2024. 

Come Together in Yellow for World Mental Health Day 

On 10th October 2024, we have the chance to make a 
powerful statement. Across the UK, thousands of people 
will be wearing yellow to support young people's mental 
health as part of World Mental Health Day.  We invite all 
children to come to school wearing yellow on this day and 
kindly ask for a £1 donaƟon. Via School Money.  
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St. Helens Virtual School: 

We are reaching out to all our parents and carers to try and establish a link between you and St 
Helens Virtual School. The VS is here to support, advise, and guide all     parents and carers who 
look aŌer a child or young person who is fostered, adopted, or has an SGO, Kinship carers, or 
CGO. 

We are hoping to create some email groups of parents and carers who we can invite along to 
training sessions, coffee mornings, events etc... as well as supply                  informaƟon, and 
guidance, provide online safety Ɵps, and keep us all up to date with the latest developments. 

Please provide us with your details below, if you would like to be part of these groups. Please 
be reassured that any details you provide will not be shared with external agencies unless per-
mission is provided and the email addresses will only be used to disseminate informaƟon or 
offer support. 

Please fill in a new form for each child that you look aŌer. Please click here to access the         
MicrosoŌ Form 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to sharing our collecƟve knowledge 
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