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This week at St James 

 

We are excited to share that we’ve had a fantasƟc start to the new school year 
here at  St James. The children have jumped into their new rouƟnes with       
enthusiasm and energy, making this a wonderful beginning for everyone. 

Thank you to all who aƩended our Meet the Teacher MeeƟngs. If you couldn’t 
make it, please take a look at the booklets sent home—they are packed with 
important informaƟon about what your child will be learning this year. 

Our new RecepƟon children have made a wonderful impression as they came 
together as a full class for the first Ɵme this week. Their swiŌ adjustment to life 
at St James has been truly impressive! 

On Monday, all children from Years 2 to 6 parƟcipated in Barnardo workshops. 
These sessions offered a great opportunity for personal growth and learning, 
and it was fantasƟc to see the children’s engagement. 

Today, we celebrated ‘Democracy Day,’ a highlight of our school year. This day 
included the selecƟon of our  Journey Leader teams and the voƟng for our 
School Council members. The Council will play a crucial role in supporƟng our 
school’s vision and working on key prioriƟes, starƟng with school aƩendance. 
Our Head Boy and Head Girl candidates delivered  excepƟonal elecƟon    
speeches, showcasing their maturity and dedicaƟon. We’ll announce the        
results next week.   

Have a lovely weekend 

                                                 Mrs Briers  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

GENEROSITY 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of 
God  



Weekly Attendance 
Whole School 

 

94.3% 

Reception 92% 

Year 1 98.5% 

Year 2 95.2% 

Year 3 96.7% 

Year 4 95.9% 

Year 5  83.5% 

Year 6  98.9% 

AƩendance Updates 

We need to try really hard each and every week to make sure every year group is beaƟng 
our 97% target—this will help us to succeed!  

Our Whole School aƩendance to date is  93.7% 

The class with the highest aƩendance this  week, and the winner of the virtual £5 is Y6 

There were 136 pupils with perfect aƩendance this week. Can we beat this next week?   
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'In' to win! 
 

 

 

 

This week, we have launched our latest aƩendance iniƟaƟve for the year ahead!  

The class with the highest weekly aƩendance will be given a virtual £5 to spend on a class 
treat.  At the end of each half-term, classes can then spend or bank their winnings!  

 Remember-You must be ‘In’ to win! 

Journeying Together to Live, Learn and Laugh with the Love of God.  



Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Welcome to our series of safeguarding Ɵps, designed to help keep our children safe and 
supported. 

Understand the Signs of EmoƟonal Distress 

EmoƟonal well-being is as crucial as physical health. Watch for signs that your child might 
be experiencing emoƟonal distress, such as changes in mood, withdrawal from acƟviƟes 
they once enjoyed, or changes in sleep or eaƟng paƩerns. Open and honest                   
conversaƟons are key. Encourage your child to express their feelings and let them know 
they can come to you with anything that’s troubling them. 

For further guidance and support, please refer to the latest Keeping Children Safe in      
EducaƟon 2024 document or contact our school’s safeguarding team. 

Together, we can ensure a safe and nurturing environment for all our students. 

NaƟonal Online Safety Tip of the  Week 

 

Top Tips for SupporƟng Children to Manage Conflict EffecƟvely 

 

As children go through life, they will inevitably come into conflict sooner or later. These 
disagreements can range from seemingly minor squabbles to far more serious disputes, 
and dealing with them in an effecƟve, mature manner is an absolutely vital skill – one 
that takes some Ɵme and effort to culƟvate. 

In children and young people’s formaƟve years, it’s incredibly important for parents and 
educators to know how to teach them conflict resoluƟon, as well being able to model this 
skill effecƟvely. This  week’s free guide offers expert advice on helping youngsters avoid 
unnecessary conflict and supporƟng them in finding soluƟons when clashes arise. 
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Well done to this weeks Headteacher's award  

winners who have lived our  Journey driver of being a ‘Joyful Reader’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 

 

 

YEAR 1 

 

Alijah Finch 

YEAR 2 

 

Thomas Hunter 

YEAR 3 

 

Evelyn Topping-Smith 

YEAR 4 

 

Massa Alsejnawi 

YEAR 5 

 

Ryder Seddon 

YEAR 6 Logan 
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PE Days  

Journeying Together Day 

 

We will be holding a Journeying Together Day on Friday 20th September. The whole 
school (from Y1-Y6) will join together.  We have visitors coming in to help us think about 
our new school vision – Journeying Together to live, learn, and laugh with the love of 
God. 

 

We will look at some Bible stories and use games, craŌs and other acƟviƟes to help 
us.  If the weather is nice enough, we hope to spend much of the day on the field so 
please make sure the children are ready for the weather.  If your child normally has a 
school meal they will be given a packed lunch.  If they normally bring a packed lunch, 
please    can they sƟll bring it. 

 

Weather permiƫng, we will all have lunch on the field together.  At break Ɵme, all        
children will be given a cake and an ice pop. 

Monday Year 3 

Tuesday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 4  

Wednesday RecepƟon 

Year 5 and  

Year 6 

Thursday Year 5 and  

Year 6 

Friday Year 1 , Year 2 and 
Year 3 

   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school 
clubs this half term: 

 

· Tuesday– FAB Club for Y1 and Y2 with 
Miss BarraƩ 

· Wednesday-FAB Club for Y3 and Y4 
with Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday– Basketball for Y5 and Y6 with 
the Sports Coach 

 

If your child is in Y5, you may receive a leƩer 
inviƟng them to aƩend a Reading Booster 
Club.  
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Uniform  
 

 Please make every effort to ensure that your child is wearing the       
correct  uniform and that it is clearly labelled. Children should 
wear completely black shoes – not trainers.  A reminder that our school PE kit   
consists of a black tracksuit/red shorts  and white t shirt.  It is I  important that the 
P.E kit is seen as an extension of our school uniform, therefore our high standards 
should be kept.  Please note that children should not wear any form of jewellery 
(only stud earrings are allowed and should not be worn on PE days)  

CollecƟon From School  
 
If your child is being collected by someone different than usual or who members of 
staff have not met before,  it is vital that the School Office or the Class Teacher is  
informed. If this is not done, we  will have to call you to confirm the arrangements. 
This is to ensure that your child is released into your care safely. You can support us 
with this by making us aware of any changes to your child’s collecƟon                     
arrangements in advance. Please be patent with staff who are just trying to keep 
children safe.  Children in Year 5 and Year 6 are only permiƩed to walk home by 
themselves in wriƩen permission has been sent into school.  

Snack 
 

 
Children in Years 1-6 can bring in their own healthy snack to 
eat at  breakƟme.  This must be separate to their packed 
lunch. This must not be chocolate, crisps or a sugary cereal 
bar.  Remember that we are a nut free school.  
 
 

 
Water boƩles are permiƩed but these must only be filled with water.  
We advise children to have a separate water boƩle for class to their 
lunch drink if they are on packed lunches.  
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