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A message from Mrs Young 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

The highlight of the week this week was undoubtedly our visit from Brian Abrams a.k.a. Grandad Wheels! All 
children across school met with Brian and heard his story from how he came to be in a wheelchair to how that 
led to Brian becoming an author! Brian tasked all children with designing him a brand new wheelchair and the 
designs were just amazing. We had wheelchairs pulled by giraffes, wheelchairs with mechanical hands for pick-
ing up donuts and even wheelchairs with supersonic blasters to take Brian into space! Brian commented on 
what a lovely school St James is and how well behaved all pupils were.  

 

Which Way Now has con nued for Y3 this week as has swimming for Y5.  

 

Well done to all those who a ended the Y4 football compe on - great resilience and determina on shown. 

 

We are looking forward to the Easter Bingo next Thursday and thank you for your support today with own 
clothes day and Easter Egg dona ons.  

 

Have a wonderful weekend,  

 

Mrs Young 

 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

JUSTICE 

Learn, Laugh and Live with the Love of God 



        

 

A endance Update 

We need to try really hard each and 
every week to make sure every year 
group is bea ng our 97% target—

this will help us to succeed! 

Our a endance this week is: 

94.8% 

141 

 pupils 
with perfect a endance this 

week. 

Can we beat this next week?   

Attendance 
Whole School 

 

93.5% 

Reception 98.5% 

Year 1 100% 

Year 2 95.7% 

Year 3 86.2% 

Year 4 89.3% 

Year 5  95.6% 

Year 6  88.8% 





Journey Driver Focus:  

Resilience  

and  

Perseverance 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 

 

Oakley Passey 

YEAR 1 

 

Bam Bam Goulding 

YEAR 2 

 

Alice Slater 

YEAR 3 

 

Lydia Burke 

YEAR 4 

 

Logan-James 

YEAR 5 

 

Demi Ra ray 

YEAR 6 Lo e Hu on 





PE Days Spring 2 
 

Children are to come to school in 
their PE kit on their PE days.  

 

   Clubs 

We are running the following a er school clubs this half term: 

Booking is available on the app 

· Monday-Fun  Fusion Club for KS2 with the Sports Coach 

· Tuesday-FAB Club for KS1 with Miss Barra  

· Friday-Book Club for Recep on with Mrs Briers 

In addi on to these clubs , Y1 children are also invited to a end Mrs Lister’s 
Phonics on Thursdays a er school and there are Confirma on lessons for 

some children with Father Michael.  

Monday Year 2, Year 1 
and Year 4 

Tuesday Year 3 and  

Year 6 

Wednesday Recep on, Year 
1, Year 3 and 
Year 5 

Thursday Year  4  

Friday Year 2, Year 5 
and Year 6 

Collec on From School  
 

 
 
                     
 
If your child is being collected by some-
one different than usual or who        
members of staff have not met before,  it 
is vital that the School Office or the Class 
Teacher is informed. If this is not done, 
we  will have to call you to confirm the 
arrangements. This is to ensure that your 
child is released into your care safely. You 
can support us with this by making us 
aware of any changes to your child’s   
collec on  arrangements in advance.  
 
Please be patent with staff who are just 
trying to keep children safe.  



School Bags and Home School Diaries 
 

We ask that your child only bring the schoolbook bag to school each day. Due 
to space restric ons in our classrooms,  no large rucksacks will be permi ed in 
school. Please ensure that your child also packs their Home/School Diary in 
their bag. These are an essen al form of communica on and  
also key to our approach to learning and independent study.  Please note,  
If school reading books are not returned  when  due you may incur a charge, 
par cularly if more than one book has been issued and not returned.  

Reading at St James 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform 
be er in reading tests than hose who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, in-
creased general knowledge and a be er understanding 
of other cultures. Infact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child 
does well at school than their social or economic background.” Pearson 2021) 
At St James, we place high importance on daily reading. Each child is provided with a 
reading     record and books to take home. It might seem like everything has gone digital, 
but books s ll play a very important part in school life. As well as giving your child a head 
start, developing a love of reading can be really enjoyable.  
 
Make books and stories part of everyday life: 
● Build a reading story into a rou ne - a story at bed me. 
● S ck your feet up and let your child see your reading a book. 
● Go to the library with your child. 
● Read in fun places. 
● Give books as birthday presents - this will show you value them. 
● Keep books in your bag or the car. 
 



Snacks 

We have no ced a big change in the kind of snacks children are 
ea ng at break mes. The children in Year 1 and Year 2 do not really 
need a snack as they are provided with free fruit on a daily basis. 
However, we know not all children like this so may bring                 
alterna ves.  

The children are increasingly bringing in bags of crisps and chocolate bars which are obvi-
ously absolutely fine as part of a balanced packed lunch but not really suitable for break 

mes. We think that some mes children may be taking things that parents intend to be 
eaten at lunch me out of their lunchboxes and ea ng them at break mes and have      
spoken to them about this but some of the children are unsure as to what is to be eaten 
when.  

Could you please ensure you send only one small healthy morning snack in with your child 
in a separate bag (book bag etc) to their packed lunch bag should you wish. Large packets 
of crisps and chocolate bars are to be kept for packed lunch bags not for quick morning 
snacks.  

Seashells 

 

 

 

 

 

From the 10th April,  we will be opening our Seashells breakfast club from 7.45am.  

The cost will be £5.00 per session.  

This will be on a trail basis un l the end of May to help support those parents who require 
a slightly earlier start me.  

If it proves popular then we will make this a permanent  arrangement.  

As with our current provision it will be on a first come first serve basis and booked via the 
School App. 

 





Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Opera on Encompass 

This week our focus is on Opera on Encompass. This is a police and educa on early      
informa on sharing partnership enabling schools to offer immediate support for children 
experiencing the impact of domes c abuse. 

Informa on is shared by the police with a school's trained Key Adult (DSL) prior to the 
start of the next school day when officers have a ended a domes c abuse incident. 

Children experiencing domes c abuse are nega vely impacted by this exposure; with do-
mes c abuse iden fied as an Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE). 

Opera on Encompass aims to mi gate this harm by enabling immediate support and thus 
making the child's day be er.  

Online Safety Tip of the Week 

10 Top Tips Mental Health 

10 top ps for Parents and Educators: Developing Healthy Sleep Pa erns 

 

Dreaming of a decent night’s sleep? Many of us are – and it’s a par cularly pervasive 
problem for young people. Concerningly, research has suggested that around 70% of 
teens get less than the recommended 8–10 hours’ sleep per night. The effects of         
poor-quality sleep on a developing mind, of course, can be harmful over a prolonged    
period. 

Although a significant por on of under-18s struggle for shut eye, there is s ll plenty we 
can do to support them in ge ng the beneficial rest they need during those forma ve 
years. This week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide has ps on helping children to develop 
healthy sleeping habits.  





Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Opera on Encompass 

This week our focus is on Opera on Encompass. This is a police and educa on early      
informa on sharing partnership enabling schools to offer immediate support for children 
experiencing the impact of domes c abuse. 

Informa on is shared by the police with a school's trained Key Adult (DSL) prior to the 
start of the next school day when officers have a ended a domes c abuse incident. 

Children experiencing domes c abuse are nega vely impacted by this exposure; with do-
mes c abuse iden fied as an Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE). 

Opera on Encompass aims to mi gate this harm by enabling immediate support and thus 
making the child's day be er.  

Online Safety Tip of the Week 

Dreaming of a decent night’s sleep? ôô Many of us are – and it’s a par cularly pervasive 
problem for young people. Concerningly, research has suggested that around 70% of 
teens get less than the recommended 8–10 hours’ sleep per night. The effects of poor-
quality sleep on a developing mind, of course, can be harmful over a prolonged period. 

  

Although a significant por on of under-18s struggle for shut eye, there is s ll plenty we 
can do to support them in ge ng the beneficial rest they need during those forma ve 
years. Compiled in conjunc on with our friends at award-winning mental health charity 
Minds Ahead, this week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide has ps on helping children to de-
velop healthy sleeping habits ô 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Our school is part of Opera on Encompass which is a na onal scheme that        
operates jointly between schools and police forces. 

Opera on Encompass is the repor ng to schools, prior to the start of the next 
school day, when a child or young person has experienced  domes c abuse. (The 
Opera on Encompass informa on is stored in line with all other confiden al 
safeguarding and child protec on informa on). The Domes c Abuse Act 2021 
iden fies children who experience domes c abuse as vic ms of domes c abuse 
in their own right.  

As a school we have ensured that we have members of our staff, (the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead and Deputy Designated Lead) known as  Key Adults, who have 
been trained in the   Opera on Encompass procedures allowing them to then use 
the informa on that has been shared, in confidence, to support the child/ren in 
our care.  We are aware that we must do nothing that puts the child/ren or the 
non-abusing adult at risk .  

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and we believe 
this will be extremely beneficial for all those involved. As a staff we have           
discussed how we can support our children who are experiencing Domes c       
Violence and Abuse on a day-to-day basis and par cularly following an              
Opera on Encompass no fica on. We use the Opera on Encompass Key Adult 
Responsibili es checklist to ensure that all appropriate ac ons have been taken 
by the school.  

 

Please be aware that if a child is absent from school a er an Opera on               
no fica on has been received then a home visit will take place.  

 








