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OUR VALUE TUIS | | A message from Mrs Young
HALF TERM IS:

Dear Parents and Carers,

I can hardly believe that we have reached the end of the Autumn
term - time has really flown!

We have had a wonderful time together since September with lots of lovely memories
made alongside all of our learning of course!

Lots more to look forward to in 2024!

Have a wonderful Christmas and | look forward to seeing you on 8" January.
PIIOTLT TGRS

1 Short Christmas ‘Blessing:

May the bleasing of joy
‘May the bleasing, of peace
resl upen yoiu
May the blessing cf leve
Jlow out through you:

May all the blessings of the Tord
be yours al Christmas
and in the new year.

With love
Mrs Young
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D'WINNERS

Journey Driver Focus:

Christian Value Focus:

Opportunity to Build New Knowledge Trust

and Skills

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term.

RECEPTION

Theo Plumpton

The value for this half termis ‘Trust’

Nate York

RECEPTION Mohammad
Alsejnawi

Elijah Smith

Mason Cliffe

Willow Butler

Madison Frater-
Hassett

Khloe-Mae Lee

Demi Rattray

Donnie Bridge

Molly Jackson

Briella Shaw

Leo Sarsfield
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Whole School

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6
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Be OnTIME

School Matter's!?
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow
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/ Attendance Matters

Every Day Counts._..

Attendance Update

We need to try really hard each and
every week to make sure every year
group is beating our 97% target—
this will help us to succeed!

Our attendance this week is:

93.1%




At St Jomes we place huge importance on regular school aftendonce —the research speaks for  itself ond
prenses that those with the highest levels of affandance achieve great thingsl

We therefore nour nwile you tor take part in our 12 Days of Chrisimas Attndance Challenge.
What do you need to do?
Come tor school, on time, eweryday for the lost twelive doys of the half term.
Wednosday 6th Decomber-Thursday 2lst Decernber
How can you win?
Those that complete the 12 days of Christmas challenge will hawe their nome. put in a prizs drawr to- be
carried out on the oftemoon. of Thursday 2lst December (the. lost full doy of the half term).

can _win?

Well done to all of those children who attended school everyday and on time
for the last twelve days of this half term! Your names all went into the prize
draw . We are pleased to announce that the 12 winners were:

Jersie Adamson-Roberts, Olivia Nelson, Joshua Hodgkinson, Sujatha De Silva,
Kleopatra Lee, Roman McCabe, Taylen Baker-Wilson, Tyler Westhead, Joey
Roscoe, Gracie Glover, Ben Jackson and Caspa-Troy Bridge.

Well done to all of those children who have 97% or above attendance.

The winner of the half termly class challenge is Year 2. They will enjoy a
popcorn and movie afternoon during the first week back after half term. Well
done!




Winter Reading Challenge

Hopefully Santa brings some newr hooks this Christmas or you might: hawe, some: precious, spare time: to- visit: the: library
during, this tuo-week holiday, What, better way to- celebrate, our- love of reading af: St James than with, a fur reading
present: their Winker Reading Challenge. howeser- they prefer - as o collage or perhape o liftle scrap books?

nmuﬁrmuﬂLh&mmrdﬂd-uiﬂ'uu-pﬁmd

o

Christmas Reading, « i+ - Winter Reaing

41narow

But most importantly, T hope yow enjoy sharing some special moments together reading this Cheistmas:




PE Days Spring 1 Sports Clubs

Children are to come to school in | |If your child has a Sports After School
their PE kit on their PE days. Club, and it is not their PE day, please
ensure that you send suitable kit for

Monday Year 1, Year 4 them to get changed into.

and Year 5

Tuesday Year 3 and
Uniform reminders

Year 6
Wednesday Reception, Year « School shoes should be black and
1 and Year 6 not trainers.
. Jewellery is not to be worn. A watch
Thursday Year 2 and and a small pair of studs is
Year 5 permitted. Studs must be removed
. or covered with a plaster during PE les-
Friday Year 2, Year 3
sons.
and Year 4 . PE kit consists of a plain black

tracksuit and white t shirt only.

Clubs

We are running the following after school clubs next half term:

Booking is available on the school app
Monday-Sports for Y3 and Y4 with the Sports Coach
Tuesday-FAB Club for KS2 with Miss Barratt

Thursday-Board Games Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss Hunter
Thursday-Computing Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss McDonald
Friday-Book Club for Y5 and Y6 with Mrs Briers

Please note that there is an increase in the price of our clubs.




6/01/24 School, re-opens for Spring Term |

12/01/24 Science, Coffee: Morning 4.00am

22/01/24 No- Seashells: Afterschool Club

22/01/24 B-Tales Drama Workshop - Reception,

26/01/24 Year 5 Class Assembly - 4.00am

29/01/24 Start; of National, Storytelling Week

02/02/24 Candlemass Eucharist - St James’ Church
9.30am

05/02/24 Start; of Whole School, Sofetyy Week, 2024

06/02/24 Winter Warmer - Year 4

07/02/24 Winter Warmer - Year 4

09/02/24 School, Closes for half term.
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YEAR 6 TRANSITION
FREE ONLINE PARENT / CARER SESSIONS

If your child has an SEMN or significant worries and is due to transition to
secondary school in September 2024, we would love you to join us on our online
sessions to share preparation tips and advice.

By 31" October 2023 you will have submitted a secondary school application to

name your 3 preferred schools.

We are delighted to offer wyou some advice and support to be able to effectively
plan tThe next steps of your child's journey.

Many of the strategies will work for most children who require that little bit of

additional support.

Sessions will be delivered online through TEAMS directed to parents/carers (not
to children): if you can attend all four it would be more beneficial.

For further information please email us on LASCStransitions@&@sthelens. v.uk so
we can send you a TEAMS link to the sessions
Friday e« Differences between Primary &
Session One S s o B e Secondary
= The Year SslSii w = TIndependence & Preparation
Ahead = Travel to school
- MNext Steps
sts:_::j;::;o e Fc::ll.ldniz zoz4 = What is a Transition?
Blocks 12:30 - 1:30pm =  Managing change
= Developing independence
i i
5_25:“:;:2-:;?22 2 zn :.':::: zoz4 - Mminsing worries & nerves
FHeorad 12:30 - 1:30pm - Erma1:|-on.s Scales s
= Looking for the positives
Session Four Friday 10™ » Being Prepared
- The Finish P ot e + One Page Profiles
Line is in R = A= = Communication
Sight! - Preparation & Practice




Food Bank Vouchers

foodbanhk

We have recently registered with St
Helens Foodbank and are now able to is-
sue Food Bank Vouchers (subject to con-
ditions). If you feel like you are struggling
to put food on the table, please contact

Mrs Maloney, in the School Office, for
more information. We can also provide
long term support through Early Help
which Mrs Briers and Mrs Conant .

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE
FOR SEPTEMBER 2024?

Apply Tor
school

S T — <
o e e =

If your child turns 4 between 1 September
2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will
transfer to primary school in September
2024. From Wednesday 27th September
the website www.sthelens.gov.uk/
admissions is open for parents who wish to
apply online. You will be notified on 16 April
2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your
application is 15 January 2024.
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CARER St Helens Carers Centre is an independent registered
Charity (1089663) that supports unpaid carers looking

TRUST after someone who lives in the St Helens area.
s T

The centre aim to support both Young and Adult Carers
St Helens Carers Centre 14 recognise their own needs, have their voices heard,
help with their physical and mental well being and ensure they are fully un-
derstood, valued and supported in their caring role.

For more information visit: https://www.sthelenscarers.info

Friends — Play for Disabled Children

Friends-Play for Disabled Children are a registered charity supporting families
in St Helens and the surrounding areas. The charity was set up in October
2012 by two parents with disabled children.

The charity aims to bring families of disabled children in St
Helens & the surrounding area together to play through
events, trips, days out and to provide a support network
for those families to help prevent isolation.

For more information visit: https://friendsplay.org.uk

Co CARERS CARD UK

A national carer card and app that supports you when caring for someone
The card is for anyone that looks after someone that needs help and support.

It provides reassurance by including your Emergency Contact details (ICE),
whilst unlocking Discounts, Wellbeing Hub, our Carer Circle tool, and so much
more through their app.

For more information visit: https://www.carerscarduk.co.uk/




Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Gangs

This week our safeguarding focus is gangs. The word ‘gang’ means different things in
different contexts, and the government distinguishes between peer groups, street gangs
and organised criminal gangs. It's not illegal for a young person to be in a gang, however,
gang membership can be linked to illegal activity, particularly organised criminal gangs in-
volved in trafficking, drug dealing and violent crime. Young people may become involved
in gangs for many reasons, including: peer pressure and wanting to fit in with friends;
they feel respected and important; they want to feel protected from other gangs or bul-
lies or they want to make money and are promised rewards. For more information visit
the NSPCC website.

A

CERTIFIED
** SCHOOL **

Online Safety -Tip of the Week

There’s no disputing how integral the digital world has become to modern life. It can
prove difficult for many young people to stay off smart phones, tablets and other devices
for a single day — even one as special as Christmas. In fact, according to a survey by
e-commerce platform Groupon, almost 80% of parents and carers would prefer a festive
period that's free from technology.

Going online, of course, is useful for checking in with friends and relations who we can’t
be with, or for arranging celebrations — but if we allow gadgets to dominate our Yuletide
break, that precious time could pass in a flash. This , has got
suggestions for keeping a handle on device use over the holidays, so your family can be

truly together this Christmas.




At Notional Online Safety, we beliewe inompowering parents, c
it b= naedad. This guids focuses on one of many issues

ors ond trusted adults with the information to hold an informed convarsation about online safety with their childran,

, should thay fecl
ich wa balieve trusted aduits should be aware of. Pioass visit notionalcollsge.com for furthor guides, hints an

s for adults.
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12 Top Ttps,For’Chlldren and Young People* to) Enlos al,

TECH FREE CHRISTMAS

[ The Christmas holidays are tailor made for families to enjoy relaxed quality time in each other's company — but with dIEtr\CICtIDI:E
like pinging phone notifications, the lure of gomes consoles and online Boxing Doy sales, that can be more difficult than it [ ]
gounds. Staying off our phones, laptops and tablets, howewer, can really help us to appreciate the things that genuinely matter s 8
ot this special time of year. Follow our 12 top tips for o tech-free festive season . Yule be glad you did! Merry Christmas! .

o CHRISTMAS CRAFTING M WALK IN A WINTER
e % | WONDERLAND -
et out the paper, glue and s

scissors and have a go at Dalight in the great outdoors with
hand-making cards or gift tags. some gentls walks over the holiday.
You could also create your own Thie family con all wrap up warm as
decorations to add a uniquely you add to your step count and

personal touch to the Christmas ﬁ. savour the crisp winter air together.

tree,

NATURE QUEST / BE A SEASONAL CHEF

Get the whole family working %
3 togetherin the kitchen for

| some Christmas cooking. Choose (o8
% a recipe and whip up a festive
feast that all of you can enjoy.

M Try a scavenger hunt in the
| garden or your local park, Challenge
yoursell and your family to find
natural treasures that are symbalic
of this time of year = like holly or
pinecones, say.

CAROL YARAOKE

Sing your hearts out with o
Christmas carol karaoke night.
Pick out your favourite tunes and
enjoy a musical celebration with
family and friends.

1 ENJOY A CHRISTMAS
' STORY £

Christrmas is a perfect time for
sparkling stories. Get cosy and
lose yourself in o brilliont book,
from Dickens to Dr Seuss or o more
modern fovourite by Chris van
Allsburg or Tom Fletcher.

WANDER DOWN
MEMORY LANE

How about making o scrapbook
filled with your favaurite
mermnories from Christmases
gone b Unleash T'nurcraﬁllvlt-,l
whlleynuan ving those
magical holiday moments.

SNOWY SCULPTURES

If wa're fortunate enough to geta
white Christmas this year,
make the most of the
oppertunity by having a

Py
family snowman-building g

*

compatition!

TRY REFLECTIVE  *\
JOURNALLING

Jot down \rcvurt ts, Iaelln
and reflections on the hnlicla-,,r
notebook or diary - you could alm
list some of your main goals for the
new year.

GAMES NIGHT GALA

Dive into some old-school

fun with a tech-free games

night. Classic board games and
cord games have stood the test of
time tor a reason!

GoopwiLL To ALL (1

You and your family could spend a
day velunteering - perhaps ata
feod bank or helping a local charity,

WRAP IT UP

Take time to get inventive
with some luxurious gift
wrapping. Break out the wrapping

J After all, kindness and thinking of
p-qm:ﬁ:m;mq'ﬁmm:ﬁt?g others are part of what Christmas is
g creative adventure, all about.

7T P

|

National |
Online
Safety” !
HWakeUpWednesday
1

' @natonlinesafety H [MationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety d‘ @national_online_safety

Uzers of thit guide do go at their own discretion. No liability iz enteread into. Current ot of the date of release: 13.12.2023




At Notional @nline Safety, we baliowa in ampowering parents, carars and trusted adults with the information to hold aninformed conversation about online safety with thaoir childran, should thay fecl
it ks n@eded. This guids focuses on one of many issues which wa boliove trusted aduits should be awars of. Pleaze visit nationalcolisge.com for furthar guides, hints and tips for adults.
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| SETTING UP PARENTAL
w.  CONTROLS ON NEW DEVICES

L

NINTENDO S‘HITCH

Download the Nintendo

Switeh Parental Contrals app on
yeur phone, and you'll be shown
how to link it to the console. Once that's

done, you can limit how long your child

can play each day, decide what age Fw‘

[PHONE

-
% M your child's lucky enough to
o
¥ :’

o

T be getting their own iPhone,
- rental contrels can help aveld
v e I55US ke screen addiction and
¥ unsuitable content, Go inta the settings
*; and scroll down to ‘Screen Time'. From
%q here you can customise important
' settings including time limits on using
L. the device, communication restrictions
2\ and content blockers. You can also lock
! your changes behind a passcode,

1 e ——

~ ANDROID :

£l

ratings are permitted and more. You'll

also get weekly updates on how often
they've used the device, Thesecontrols &
are accessible through the console jtself,

but the app s usually easier,

WINDOWS 11 PCS

On Windows 11, account ‘g

o

P With Android devices, Goagle's b

:I"' Family Link app is your friend. management is key. Set up the device
¥ You'llneed a Google account - and a with your own account as the admin,

Then go to Settings * Accounts * Family
and Other Users and create your child's
account (if you've already done this on

separate one for }llour child, which you

 +, Should use when 1 settiny g upthe

&« device. Then, in Family Ihkan YOUr own

& device, select 'Add Child" and enter their a previous PC, just log in with those

!‘E account detalls. This lets you specity 1 detallz). Microsoft Family Safety (either
limits on dalhrusuga, restrict certain theapp of the slt&} then lets ycvu caontrol
apps, block purﬂculﬂrcmtantmd mare. screan time, what content children can

vhew and more.

—
£ R\

CHROMEBOOKS V=¥

Chromebooks’ parental
controls are managed via the
Family Link app. Unlike an Android

device, however, you need set up the
Chromebook with your own account first, T
then add your child"s. Go to Settings »
People * Add Person and input your

child's Google account details (or create

& new ascount). Your child ean then log

PLAYSTATION

- You con prep for a PloyStation
before it even unwi
AL MY.GCCOUNt.Sony.COm, create an
account, then go to Account
Mo t * Family Management
Add Family Member to set up your
o\

child's account, which you'll use to s
in on the console. You con restrict the

age ratings of the gomes they con play [l

ane wha they can talk to. On the PS5, -
you can mcllrn exceptions lorurlyanmas in, and you ean monitor what they're up
Knu think are occeptable despite "to via Family Link.

igh age rating.

o]

Like iPhones, parental controls for
Maocs are managed via the Screen Time

-
IPAD >y
iPod parental controls are identical to

settings. Again, the crux here is to set
those on iPhones. However, if you've got youmallupuaﬂm administrator before \ L
a shared family iPod ond want to ensure adding any child cccounts. In the =
your children aren‘t seeing anythin mttn look for Users & Groups to ‘
age-inappropriote after you hand them creata ynchhlld = account, then — while

the device, there’s o feature called
Guided Access (under Settings »
Accessibility » Guided Access]. With this
switched on, young ones can only use
the app that’s currently open.

on their profile - use the screen time "
options to place any boundaries around
apps, usage and who your child con
communicate with (and vice versa).

R

SMART TVS @

i
Smart TVs typically have their own
?ﬂ individual porental controls. Cne of the
4 most popular brands is Samsung - and
‘:'ﬁ-’:';é on their TVs, you can contral the content
4 available to your child. In the Settings »

XBOX

The Xbox Family Settings app helps %
you manage which s your child
can play (and when). You'll need to set
up the console with your own occount
and then add a child profile. Make sure
your account’s password protected, so
your child can’t alter your choices later.
You'll be walked through the functions ot
satup, but you can also reach them
manually via Settings * Account »

manu, under ‘Broodcosting’, you can
o lock channels and restrict content by its I
age rating. Even this isn't foolproof,
however: some apps (like YouTuba)
might still lat children occess unsuitable

N material,
Meet Our Expert ~ guil:imnal
i e National nine
i College SﬂfEtW
Mo T H#WakelUpWednesday
. <l P, . e
’@mutnnlinesﬂfuty n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety d' @national_online_safety

Ugers of this guide do go at thair own digcretion. No liability iz entered into. Currént at of the date of release: 20.12.2023




It's Christmas Time - Parents guide to help keep children safe online

It's always

A Parent’s Guide to best to be
SMEE Ty AT ESE prepared

Many parents
may be planning
to give electronic
gadgets to their
children this
festive period.

Our guide is
designed to help

scan the QR code with your A Parent's Guide to PErEﬁtE take a

 haen o Gux websts Live Streaming realistic approach
to help keep their
children safe
when using the
internet, social
media and
playing online
games.

Scan the QR
code to find

A Parent's Guide to A Parent’s Guide to out more.
Online Influencers Fake News Privacy Settings

Online safety is when young people know who they can tell
if they feel upset by something that has happened online.

Developed in partnership with

Parents please contact your school to enquire attending
their next e-safety workshop or have any concerns.

Woaerking with Home Office 'PREVENT’, The Palice and Crime Commissioner
and Children’s Safeguarding Partnerships to help keep children safe online.

Skips Educational Email: info@skipsed.com Tel: +44 121 227 1941

SI(ips www.skipssafetynet.org
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Book now to avoid disappointment. Steve's Football Academy's
For more information Christmas Football Campis
‘ a great way to build

on prices and availability contact:  gnfidence, keep fit, learn
new skills, make friends and
Steven Pagendam on 07492091999 have fun.

Or message me on Prizes for all children who

attend.
Facebook STEVEN PAGENDAM
PACKED LUNCH AND
PLENTY OF DRINKS IS
: aatata —_ ESSENTIAL.
I am DBS approved and an FA
qualified coach. | have over13 years TRAINERS AND SHIN
experience in coaching both in the PADS ESSENTIAL (NO
UK and overseas. BOOTS )
CLASS DATES AND TIMES:
Thatto Heath Crusaders Ages
RLC 5-8 Years
The Barn IOI0R = 230Pm
Close Street SRR Deceniier 200
o Ages
I'hatto Heath 9-12 years
St Helens 1030am - 130pm

WAD 5IA 29th December 2023




Mental Health Support Team m
WELLBEING -
WEBINARS

Your MHST is running a series of webinars one Friday a month on a
number of topics relating to mental health and wellbeing.

TOPICS AND DATES
« Worry Management - 19 January ® WHEN
+ Parenting for Anxiety - 23 Febraury 4pm to 4:45pm
» Low Mood - 22 March
« Neurodiversity - 26 April WHERE

« Parent Skills for Behaviour - 17 May
» LGBTQ+ - 21 June === (ink will b emailed)
+ Emotional Regulation - 19 July

To register please email which
webinar you want to attend to

events@merseycare.nhs.uk

Webinars will be recorded.
No chat function will be available
for safety purposes.




