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OUR VALU[ "“S A message from Mrs Young
Dear Parents and Carers,
HALF TERM IS:;

TRUST

Well | think it's fair to say that Christmas has well and truly arrived at St
James!

Thank you for your support with Save the Children, Christmas Jumper Day yesterday. It was
wonderful seeing the children looking so festive, shiny and fun! We will let you know the total
amount raised for the charity asap.

We are looking forward to our other upcoming Christmas events such as our nativities and
Christmas Party Day - it's always such a special time at school!

SEASHELLS
BREAKFAST CLUB

The Ethos Team along with Miss Barratt have been busy creating prayer stations around school
over the last few weeks - please ask your child to tell you about those and our interactive class
advent calendars too!

We have loved seeing so many families join in with our Kindness Advent Calendar! It has filled
our hearts with joy. Be sure to share what you are completing on our Twitter page as all children
who we know have participated will receive a certificate.

Some lovely news to finish with this week - Mrs Atherton, our Y6 teacher, who worked at Parish
for many years before joining us at St James in September, is expecting her first baby - a little girl
- in April! We are delighted for her and her husband and I'm sure you'lljoin us in sending them
lots of love and good wishes. More information will follow nearer the time as to which teacher
will lead the class for the final term once Mrs Atherton commences her maternity leave.

‘‘‘‘‘‘

Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Young
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AWARDWINNERS

Journey Driver Focus:

Opportunity to Build New Knowledge and Skills

RECEPTION Alijah Finch
YEAR 1 Thomas Hunter
YEAR 2 Jersie Adamson-Roberts
YEAR 3 Andre Welding
YEAR 4 Boo Goulding
YEAR 5 Zoe
YEAR 6 Gracie Glover




School Matter's!?
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow
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/ Attendance Matters

e
Every Day Counts._..

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

I :! We need to try really hard each and

h | every week to make sure every year
137 N

group is beating our 97% target—

Belr SCHOOL
Be OnTIME

Attendance Update

pupils this will help us to succeed!

with perfect attendance this . ]
Our attendance this week is:

week.
94.0%
Can we beat this next week?
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At St Jomes we ploce huge importonce on regular school attendonce—the research speaks. for  iteelf and

proves. that those with the highest lowels of attendonce achiowe gredt things!
We therefore nour inwite. you tor take part in our 12 Days of Chrisimas. Attendance. Challenge.
What do you need to- do?
Come tor school, on time, everyday for the last twelie doys of the half term.
Wednesday 6th December-Thursday 2Ist December
Hour can you win?
Those that complete the 12 doys of Christmos challenge will have their name put in a priee drawr to be
carried out on the affernoon of Thursdoy 2lst December (the lost full doy of the half term.)

What can you win?

IMPACT ON YOUR
ATTENDANCE IN
1 YEAR
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Food Bank Vouchers

foodbanhk

We have recently registered with St
Helens Foodbank and are now able to is-
sue Food Bank Vouchers (subject to con-
ditions). If you feel like you are struggling
to put food on the table, please contact
Mrs Maloney, in the School Office, for
more information. We can also provide
long term support through Early Help
which Mrs Briers and Mrs Conant .

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE
FOR SEPTEMBER 2024?
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Apply Tor
school

If your child turns 4 between 1 September
2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will
transfer to primary school in September
2024. From Wednesday 27th September
the website www.sthelens.gov.uk/
admissions is open for parents who wish to
apply online. You will be notified on 16 April
2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your
application is 15 January 2024.

We are running the following after school clubs next half term:
Booking is now available on the school app

Monday-Sports for Y3 and Y4 with the Sports Coach

Tuesday-FAB Club for KS2 with Miss Barratt

Thursday-Board Games Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss Hunter

Thursday-Computing Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss McDonald

Friday-Book Club for Y5 and Y6 with Mrs Briers

Please note that there is an increase in the price of our clubs.

Clubs




PE Days Autumn 2

Children are to come to school in their PE
kit on their PE days.

Monday Y2,Y3 and Y4

Children in Years 1-6 can
bring in their own healthy
Tuesday snack to eat at breaktime.
This must not be
chocolate, crisps or a
sugary cereal bar.

Wednesday YR, Y1 and Y6
(Swimming),

Thursday Y1 and Y5
Water bottles are per-

mitted but these must only
Friday Y2, Y5 and Y6 be filled with water.

Nativity 2023
Reception, Year 1 and Y2

The Nativity, this year, will take place on Thursday 14th December at 9:30am
and 2:00 pm and on Friday 15th December at 9:30am. Tickets are now on sale
and will be allocated on a first come first served basis with an availability of 2
tickets per family. Please return the letter received to school with payment to
secure your tickets.
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Kindness Calendar

As we enter the festive period of advent, it is important to celebrate the coming of Jesus
into the world during Advent. Attached is our annual ‘Kindness Calendar’ with a variety of
different daily kindness activity that your child can choose to complete.

The calendar explains what the activity is and why it has been chosen with all of the tasks
free to complete. Once completed, please share your acts of compassion on Twitter
(@StlJamesCE) using #StJamescompassion or bring completed activities into school for

display.

Across the month, certificates will be sent home to celebrate those children who com-
plete a range of kindness activities during that week. | cannot wait to see the range of ac-
tivities that children can complete alongside the kindness and compassion that is spread

throughout the St James School Community.

O

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher.

Our Kindnes) Calendar ot Advent: [uost

“Leath, (augh and (ive with the Love of bod.”

Tuthday

Wednerday

Tty

Friday
1

With an adukt, call fideo
call a friend or & relative to
have 2 chat, Make them
smile and ghve someone
hope in this festive period.

Safely with an adult, find 2
souree of light (such as a
torch). Together saylwrite

a prayer for Who neacs
light in their darkness?*

Sunday
3

With n adult, research
Tearcrops' (alocal St
Helens charity). Produce
a poster all about how

they give people hope.

Hondy
4

Make & small donation to

our faodbank callection in
school for Teardrops. Give
rza hope 1o somecne this
Christras.

Peace 1§ 6 7 § 9 10 n

“ Design a Chrisimas Have a day without using | Listen toa piece of your | Do something o help look | Explore the Christian Researen Chrisimas Wiite things that bring you
decoration that any digital devices. Have a | favourite musie. Stop, after our beautful planet | value of Peace’ meansto | traditions in different peace within & ‘dove’ and
symbolises ‘peace’ and peacefl day taking to reflect and think about Earth-recyding is a great | you. Write an acrosticof | countries — having an hang it in your window at
add thiz to your Christmas | your family. hiow this makes you feel. | example. what ‘peace’ means. nfterest in the [ves of hiome &s a Christian
free. others brings peace. aymbol of peace

by 112 (X " 15 16 17 (]
Our greatest gift can be to | Wite & joke at home that | Leave a positive message | Gospel means ‘gead Make a Christmas card for | With an adult goona Listen and zing Chrisimas

a say thank you. What you eould bring into for somecne inschool or | news. Sharesome good | someone you care about | winter walk info God's Songs - spread festive
would you e 1o say sehoal and share with athome ofind Spread | news inyour ifewith your | 10 bring them some joy. | world and appreciziethe | ol ©
thank you for? Write or your dlass. some joy this Christmas! | dlass. Give thern the card. Joy this brings. Take &
explain this 1o 2 member photo of this.
of your family.

)

Pray for someone less
forfunate that you this
Chrisimas and show them
your love.

it

Qur Schoal vision is
‘Leam, laugh and live with
the Love of God." Design
& poster 1o share olr
sehool vision.

N

Draw a heart and v
e names of l e
pecple who give you love
in your e a1 this festive
fime.

n

As e finish school for the
Christmas holidays, waich
a Christmas fim with
spmenne you love

/X

With an adult, beke
something festive. Spend
time with the people you
love.

M

Be kind to yoursaff — do
sormething that you love
on (hristmas Bve

5

Mermy Christmas!

How maty adh o out Kindney Calendar canyou complete ovet the perior of Advent? Remember fo shate theas ch Tuitter (@5Hasmer(E) ot bring thems info scheof!




Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Criminal Exploitation

This week our safeguarding focus is criminal exploitation. Criminal exploitation is where
children and young people are manipulated and coerced into committing crimes. They

might be victims of violence or pressured into doing things like stealing or carrying drugs
or weapons. They might be abused, exploited and put into dangerous situations, or find

themselves as part of a gang, where through peer pressure illegal activity may take place.
Some of the dangers of criminal exploitation are: being subject to threats, blackmail and
violence; having their safety or the safety of family and friends threatened; risk of
emotional harm or long term impact on education or employment prospects. For more
information visit the NSPCC website.

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/

A
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Online Safety -Tip of the Week

Disney+

More than 150 million subscribers worldwide! Disney+ has enjoyed a steady rise in
popularity since launching four years ago: the platform’s deep library of treasured
old-school animated favourites, modern classics and original series means that it can offer
a rich seam of engrossing content that caters for young and not-so-young users alike.

Of course, a consequence of this approach is the presence of the sort of age-
inappropriate material one might not expect to find on the platform, given Disney’s fabled
status as a purveyor of family entertainment. There’s useful advice in avoiding this pitfall
(and more besides) in this week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide, as Disney+ comes under
the microscope.




At Notional Dnline Safety, we balisve inampowering parents, carars and trusted adults with the infarmation to hold an informed conversation about online safoty with thair childran, should thay fecl
itis noeded. This guide focuses onone of many plotferms which we belisve trusted adults should be aware of. Ploass visit nationalcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for odulits.

=

VD=t Parents (& Carers Need|to Know about

M DISNEY+

Walt Disney Company's streaming service, Disney+ combines entertainment from the famous anin
WHAT ARE itself with Pixar, Star and National Geographic, plus the Marvel and Star Wars franchises. With access
THE R’IS\LS? lotest releases, Disney classics and original series, there's plenty of content to explore. Whils parents may e
hove noted that adverts have now been introduced on some versions of the service, the platform is — -
unsurprisingly for a Disney product — designed to be appropriate for the whale family. = |

ADVERTS S

While Disney+ is predominantly i N Disney+ hos introduced a new g
tamily friendly, there are some 5 subscription pockage - Disney+
movies and shows in its library . Standard with Ads — which plays
which are aimed at an alder 5 commaercials before movies and
e lagelitn ULy el E : il b
that you'd rather your child wasn't | Junior Mode, but profiles with a

d to. You could aveid such ' contant rating of 6+ years will see
situations by enabling Junior Mode \ ¥ § ads appropriate for that age
(see 'Adjust content settings’, | L category. Adults who give consent
below) or specitying a content age e . | will see personalised adverts based
rating for your child’s profile, & e 1 on their location and viewing history.

BINGE WATCHING  JifR), e | ACCESSING ADULTS' m

With the option to view content on | PROFILES

any internet-enabled device and a

QI’E\:‘MI‘IE catalogue of movies, - If agults don't set a PIN for their

carteons and documentaries, % 4 profile, children could access it and

Disney+ con make managing screen . ot encounter content which isn't

time difficult. This could result in appropriate. in the uttlhlgs. Jun

children binge watching content, - w wmm.lu Iitl:.:d Kldt-Pmc-L

:lmcthgmam EE “?'vm Ilhls / \ | f:ur words {nurnr'::rs s:-:::d%:.l.tol'
DIMEeWwork or soc| ng. 100 MU S \ - "

screen time has also I:l?arl shown to -‘l;" el y m#gmﬁ;m%ﬁ?ﬂg&o?ﬂg:r

negatively impact mood, sl e i r 5

p:‘tghrm;'u,lnd mighl. 2 f thlsrl:n't secure enough - so using

PIN for adult profiles is
] recommended,

PHISHING EMAILS
meclullycuul‘loua if you receive

5 OF taxt mes artin: b=

to be from Disney +. amT;Embamg
numerous reports of online
scommers impersonating Disnay+
staffin an attempt to gain occess to
subscribers” personal information. —— i
Disney+ states it will never email or . d . _l,_-_;“-'.m-,.,-_-}-.qhﬂﬁ“*‘”‘ "
call customers asking for their . - -

t details, their private
nformation or their possward.

'} ' Advice for Parents & Carers

 ADJUST CONTENT SETTINGS . ADD PIN PROTECTION

When aattil;g up an account, there's an option to create profiles in Disney+ enobles you to effectively lock profiles behind a

what's called Junior Mode. This generally covers material that's ' four-digit PIN. In particular, some of the shows on the platiorm’s

suitable for children up to aoge & and is therefore fairly limited. You & Star content hub are far more oriented to adults [Im:ludl:ng several

can give older children o wider choice of viewing by building a hard-hitting dramas from WS networks), so protecting parents’ or older
standard profile, then going into the settings and ol a content siblings’ profiles with a PIN will help to prevent younger children stumbling
rating from one of the pre-set alternatives: 6+, 8+, 12+ or 14+, ocross material which isn't intended for them.

A - L A -  ee—
TURN OFF AUTO-PLAY i ENJOY AS A FAMILY

When a cartoon, show or movie finishes, Disney+ uses algerithmste \ When your child watches a movie or shaw on Disney+ for the first
identily content with similar themes, which it ks your ehild will alse time, you may want to sit with them te ensure it's suitable, You could
enjoy. This suggestion will then automatically begin to play by default, _ do the same when introducing them to older films that you haven't
There's an op to turn off this aute-play function in the profile settings, ~ seen lor rs: your perception of what's appropriate has w? probably
which will onowrﬂgi:'yaur child to take a break from the screen and move l:é' chan u{:und some of the language and attitudes in movies from your
on to a different activity. own childhood may seem quite shocking today.
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ST HELENS WELLBEING
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Reindeer Workshop * :

Join s for our Reindeer Workshop to create some
festive magic!
Children will enjoy a story, learn some some
Christmas themed breathing exercises and then
make their very own flying reindeer!

All sessions are running from
Central Link Children's Centre, Peter St, St Helens,
WAI0 28
Friday 8th December- 9:30am
Tuesday 12th December- 1:00pm
Friday 15th December= 10:30am
Monday 18th December- 10:30am
Tuesday 19th December- 1:00pm
No booking required, just tum up at start time

advertised.

Sessions are open to all ages, but most suited to ages 2-5
years. All children must be supervised throughout the session
by an adult.

For further information, please call 01744 371111 or visit our
Facebook page @StHelensWellbeing



