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OUR VALU[ THIS A message from Mrs Young
Dear Parents and Carers,
HALF TERM 1IS:

T”AN KFULNESS | cannot believe that we are at the end of the first half term already
and what a half term it has been!

We have enjoyed church services, class assemblies, European Day of Languages, Black
History Month, Democracy Day, Sporting Events and so, so much more!

We have so much to look forward next half term too starting off with Anti Bullying Week
celebrations and ending of course (I hope it's not too early to mention this word!!) with
our Christmas Events!

I would like to thank you as always for your support this half term - | do class myself
very lucky to lead such a great school with such amazingly supportive parents.

I wish you a restful half term break - | hope the rain makes way for some crisp, sunny
Autumnal days where we can all enjoy some family walks and much needed time in na-
ture.

See you on Monday 6™ November,

Mrs Young
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow
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We need to try really hard each and
every week to make sure every year
144 . . .
group is beating our 97% target—
pupils this will help us to succeed!

with perfect attendance this . ]
Our attendance this week is:

96.2%

week.

Can we beat this next week?




Attendance Steps to Success:

Ring the: school. office: as soon as possible to- explainy any absence.

Be, on time Remamhep’dwbgate&dnse,ab&f)()um Angahsenmaﬁen
Q:20am is unauthorised.

Speak to- a member of the: attendance team if yow need: support with
Hounc}uld@attendﬂnw u}&umhﬁwt&hdpl

Read) any information and) ettens. (including the newsletter) carefully

Well done to all of those children who attended school everyday on time for
the last ten days of this half term! Your names all went into the prize draw for
the family ticket to Martin Mere. We are pleased to announce that the winner
was Shaun Johnson

The winner of the half termly class challenge is Year 1. They will enjoy a
popcorn and movie afternoon during the first week back after half term. Well

done!

Next half term, as an extra incentive, the class with the best attendance each

week get an extra break time the following Monday.




AWARDWINNERS

Journey Driver Focus: Journey Driver Focus:

Joyful Readers Thankfulness

Each half term, one child from each class
is nominated by their class teacher for
‘living out’ our value of the half term. The
value for this half term is ‘Thankfulness’

RECEPTIONS Poppy Siddall RECEPTION Bethel Ejimofor

YEAR 1 Harry Major
YEAR 1 Noah Welsby

YEAR 2 George Twist
YEAR 2 Freddie O’Brien

YEAR 3 Mason Cliffe
YEAR 3 Alex Richardson

YEAR 4 Lily Hind
YEAR 4 Donnie Bridge

YEAR 5
YEAR5 Amelia Pickering

Taylen Baker-Wilson
Thomas Abbott
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Be curious

Be playiul

Be
imaginative

Be ready
to read
anywhere,
anytime!

5 ways for families to have fun
reading at home

Start by making a calm and comfortable place for your family to relax and read
independently or together. You might be reading the same book together, reading
different things at the same time or getting your children to read together. This
can be relaxing and fun for you all and just a few minutes each day can have a big
impact on children of all ages. Be guided by your child and when you feel is the best
time to read together — what matters most is that they enjoy it.

Why not try acting out your favourite parts of the story together, using different
voices and dramatic actions. Have fun letting go!

Helping your child to see reading as play time rather than work time is one of the

most powerful ways to help your child engage in books and become a lifelong
reader.




PE Days Autumn 2

Monday Y2,Y3 and Y4

Tuesday Y4

Wednesday YR, Y1 and Y6
(Swimming),

Thursday Y1 and Y5

Friday Y2,Y5and Y6

Remember:
«  Full PE kit on these days.

« Black tracksuit/shorts and
plain white T.Shirt (logo op-
tional)

« NOSLOGAN/BRANDED T
SHIRTS OR BRIGHT COLOURS.

THIS IS PART OF SCHOOL
UNIFROM AND EXPECTATIONS
MUST BE FOLLOWED.

SWIMMING

Y6 will have Swimming Lessons this half term. Their lessons will be on
Wednesday afternoons. Letters have been sent out.

Y ‘ We are running the following after school clubs next half term:

Tuesday-Arts and Crafts for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 with Miss Hunter

Wednesday-Lego Club for Y3 and Y4 with Mrs Boardman

Booking is still available on the school app

Thursday-FAB Club for Year 1 and Year 2with Miss Barratt

CLUBS

Thursday-Art Club for Year 5 and Year 6 with Mrs Atherton

Please note that there is an increase in the price of our clubs.




Whale School, essente Aubimene 2

O

B3 Sehool re-opens for- Aubumne Tereme 2

B/1/23 Swirnming - Year- 6 (firsh lesson)

311723 Anki Bullying wesh

I&/11/23 St James” opene day 10.00am

|61 1723 St Jomes” open day £.30pm.

723 Year 3 Hﬁ&mﬂgqm
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and groups)

23/11/23 Height and. Weight: Recepticn and: Year 6
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|2/712/23 Susdrmning - Year 6 (lask lesson)

|3/12/23 MNatisity dress rehearsal,

|&/12/23 Milm.hd; KS| 9.30arm

14412123 Natiuihy KS1 2.00pm,

IS/12/23 MNatisity K51 9.30am.

[UN223 Cheistrras Fair '3_3-U'pm-

20012423 Christrmas Dinner Day

ZIF1 2623 Christrnos Serice, Ewucharist - St Jomes's
Chareh 9.30am.

2223 Chaistingle: Service, (children only)

2223 Christras Parby Doy

222423 School: Closes for Christmas Zpm




Dear Parents/Carers,

WOOHOO... MONDAY
13™ NOVEMBER IS
ODD SOCKS DAY!

WHAT IS ODD SOCKS DAY?
Odd Socks Day is part of Anti-Bullying Week! To celebrate
that we are all unique, we ask that children wear odd socks
to school on Monday 13th Hovember. Last year over 13,000
schools took part in 2dd Socks Day. Andy Day {CBeebies/
CBBC) and his band Andy and the Odd Socks are supporting
the Anti-Bullying Alliance to help bring Odd Socks Day to life :
again this year. Have a listen to the brilliant song they have 4 e
recorded especially for Anti-Bullying Week, Make a Hoise. - o 3

WHY IS ODD SOCKS DAY IMPORTANT?

The day sends an important message to pupils that they should be
allowed to be themselves free from bullying and helps uvs celebrate
Anti-Bullying Week in a fun and positive way.

WHAT DO WE NEED FROM YOU?

It's 50 easy ) Here's what you do:

November

Make sure your child Donate £1 to help the Anti-Bullying
wears odd socks to school Alliance carry on important work

If you want to, you can share a photo anline vsing #0ddSocksDay #AntiBullyingWeek
and tag (@abaonline and @AndyOddSack on Twitter. Or @antibullyingalliance and
@andyandtheoddsocks on Instagram.

THANK YOU, THANK YOU,

THANK YOU!

Every penny goes to the Anti-Bullying
Alliance to help continue all their work.

We can't wait to see all the Odd Socks
on Manday 13* November ..
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Admissions

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will trans-
fer to primary school in September 2024. From Wednesday 27th September the web-
site www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online. You
will be notified on 16 April 2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your application is 15 January 2024.

APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

If your child turns 11 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will
transfer to secondary school in September 2024. From Wednesday 27th September the
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online.
You will be notified on 1 March 2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your application is 31 October 2023.

Clarify any issues you are not sure about with staff in the school admissions team on
01744 671030 or email schooladmissions@sthelens.gov.uk.

@ Open Days

Reception 2024

OFEEES St James CE Primary
Good School

Frowicler

Aure yhorl a parent or a carer with children starting school im
September 20248 and beyornd?

If s, come and see STt lames Church of England Primary School im
Haydock, St Helens. We are a distincely Christianmn aone fornm entry school
offering an excellent curriculurm, @& erturing appeproach amd wide ranging

actiwities and opportunities for all of cwr children. We severe judged o
be GO D in 2023 by Ofsted.

Youw willl hawe the chance o see the school arnd the classroosrms in actorn,
anmnd speak to the childremn and staff. Please telephone the schoold office
oy D174 BEFESAS or emalil stjameshaydock&E&Eldst . orng . uk
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Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Mental Health

This week’s safeguarding focus is mental health. Mental health is about our moods,
feelings and emotions. Recognising the signs that a child may be struggling with their
mental health can ne really hard and it is important that we talk about mental health with

our children. Below are some tips to support you with these conversations:
e Make conversations about mental health a normal part of life

® Give it your full attention - be an active listener

e Take it seriously and explore the feelings together

e Offer empathy rather than solutions

For more information see:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-pare

I@\

CERTIFIED

.o Notional
- Soteer

Online Safety

Tip of the Week

For 20 years, FIFA dominated the football video gaming arena, attracting legions of
devoted fans and scooping up accolades like a digital Real Madrid. After parting ways with
the sport’s governing body, however, renowned developers Electronic Arts (EA) have now
launched their own individual bid for the title. It’s called EA Sports FC 24, and its
effectively FIFA 2.0.

Familiar action delivered by the same team, of course, points to a comparable level of
popularity — especially among those young gamers raised on the FIFA franchise. This
week’s #WakeUpWednesday guide highlights, however, EA Sports FC 24 also carries many
similar risks to its predecessor, including addictive gameplay, abusive voice chats and
expensive in-game purchases.




At Notional Online Safety, we belisve inampowering parents, carars and trusted adults with the information to hold aninformed conversation about online safety with their childran, should thay focl
itis nooded. This guide focusas on one of many games which wo believe trusted odults should be aware of. Please visit nationalcolloge.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

W ? y J B3 F\.
' What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

2EA SPORTS.FC24~

~After two decades of holding the official FIFA licence, EA Sports’ phenomenally successful football video game B.ESTR'C;-
series has embarked on a solo run at goal. This season's iterotion marks the debut appearance of a new name
r ru nd branding, but don't let those fool you - EA Sp-Drts FC 24 is stlllu o very similar proposition to last yem‘s_,"‘
FIFA 23. Popular features such as Ultimate Team remain a hlg focus, meaning that potentially custly\v
v in-game spending is still umnng the line- up 5 of risks that parer rents and carers should be aware of.
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SCAMMERS @
Since the mode was introduced,
Ultimeite Team has been o target of
scammers wheo attempt to eoax
players inte buying or sellin
outside the terms of service from EA
and console manulacturers. This
shady practice can lead to accounts
being bonned and in-gome items
being last. In some coses, youn
urmrs have also been hoodwinked

EA Sports FC 24 elfectively

picks up the FIFA tpmplutn -

raedaning that after ¥

can expect EA Sports FC 75 Iu hit

the shelves. Updates between

versions of the FIFA franchise tended

to be minor, but rnung fans of the

gome are almast certain to want the

new edition in around 12 months'

tirme, 5o they con keep playing with

updated team kits, players and
" squud lists.

to handing over their payment
details to the fraudsters.
~ D‘FFENSNE VOICE CHAT I — - |

POTENTIAL FOR -
ADDICTION =

Just like real-iife football, EA Sports =
FC 24 offers a thrilling, dynamic

blend of tocticol owareness and =kill
that lu!r;ls find absolutely

engrassing. Amon nger Brs
In gmlu.l ar, this mﬁ Ll
identifiers of @ gaming dlsurdnrus

th ead for “Just one maore

FIFA 23 introduced cross-platform
|:.I::-,rr and EA Sports FC 24 goes a

further with Clubs, Seasons and
Ll mriate Team G rative modes
across PlayStation B, Xbox Serles X
and 5, and PC. That's exclting news
for youngsters who love to play with
friends online - but connecting a
miuch wider audience does
potentially open lines of
communication betweaen children
and far older online gamers.

me” before bedtime or spend

guruclicdly all weekend pl la“ A
more matches to earn additional

Uitimate Team pocks

IN-GAME PURCHASES

In FIFA, Ultimate Team proved * b
to be a profitable innovation for
developers Electronic Arts (EA),
and iz now found in many of their ¢
ather titles. Players spend in-game  « {' .
cumency to recruit better footballers |
far their team, but this process can
take a frustratingly long time - so A
hun nf:n: may tnm edt.'g sl:i;.:l ad
pcr-,rl real=-world casl
to unlock rlratcu:.r‘agmd star
ridfielder.
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\r-rslnn of the game Includes even more women's teams,
5?& s’c forward in representation: an important subject to
s and cel wlth children.
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NSPCC

Learning’

Dear Parent/Carer

MSPCC's Speak out. Stay safe. programme

I am pleased to inform you that we are participating in the NSPCC's Speak out. Stay safe.
Programme this term. Speak out. Stay safe. i1s a programme for children aged 5-11 which
aims to help children understand abuse in all its forms and to recognise the signs of abuse.
Children are taught to speak out if they are worrnied, either to a safe adult or Childline.

This child friendly programme is aligned with the curniculum and consists of age appropriate
virtual assemblies and supporting classroom based activities which we have reviewed,
alongside NSPCC volunteer led face to face workshops for our children in ¥5 and ¥6 next
week, The content is delivered in an engaging and interactive way with the help of the NSPCC
mascot Buddy. If you would lilkke to know more about the Speak out, Stay safe. programme

visit www.nspoc.org.uk/speakout.

Additional MSPCC resources for families to help keep children safe
The NSPCC hawve shared some important information below on wider NSPCC resources and

support to help keep children safe. |

Parent/Carer support Activities to extend learning at home
Take a look at information, support, Take part in games and activities at home to
advice and activities from NSPCC for help children learm about speaking out and
parent and carers. staying safe.
www.nspcc.org.uk/parents www.nspoc.org.uk/activities
Online Safety Hub Childline — under 12's
For information on a range of different Childline have an accessible website with
online safety topics including gaming, advice, support, games and activities.
social media, sharing images, parental Children can change the language, enlarge
controls and more. text and also listen to the content.
www.nspoec.org.ulk/onlinesafety www.childline.org.ulk/buddy {5-7)
www.childline.org.ulk/kids (7-11)
Talk PANTS with your children
Talk PANTS is a simple conversation to help keep children safe from sexual abuse. From
P through to S, each letter of PANTS provides simple but important messages.
Download the free resources at www.nspcc.org.uky/pants.

I hope vou find this information about the NSPCC and the Speak out. Stay safe. programme
helpful. Please do contact me if vou have any further questions.

Yours sincerely,
Mrs Briers

Ceputy Headteacher/DSL




MERSEYSIDE

POLICE

Putting our Community First

Letter to parents and guardians from Merseyside Police re. Halloween and Bonfire Night

We are writing to all parents and guardians to ask for your help over the upcoming Halloween and
Bonfire Night period.

We want everyone to have fun and we’ll be working hard to keep you safe, but we need your help:

Know where your children are

Encourage kids to go to local events that are being organised, or try a spooky film together
If your children are going out (particularly on the 30th and 31st of October), make sure you
know where they're going. If possible, drop them off and pick them up

Don't let your children hang around the street

If they're going somewhere local = walk there with them

Have an agreed time when they need to be home

Don't buy fireworks or eggs and flour for them, and don't let them take it out of the house

Know the risks

Throwing things at cars, buses, shops and houses can hurt people — drivers might swerve if
they get distracted and cause a crash, or someone might get hurt by broken glass (and
scratched paintwork can be very expensive to fix)

Getting into trouble with the police can lead to a criminal record, which means not being
able to go on holiday to countries like the USA, and not being able to do certain jobs
Messing around with fireworks is dangerous - some burn as hot as 1,200 degrees - hot
enough to melt glass and cause serious or fatal injuries

Know the law

If @ young person under the oge of 16 commits any of the offences below, the parent/guordian will
have to pay the fine.

A person under the age of 16 can be arrested and fined if found with an unlit firework

A person under the age of 16 can also be arrested and fined if they throw or light a firework
or make a bonfire

A person under the age of 16 can be arrested and fined for throwing things like eggs, flour,
paint or other objects at people, vehicles or property

Thank you for your help and support. By working together, we can keep your children safe this
Halloween and Bonfire Night.

Merseyside Police




date time location

Saturday 10:00 am - St Helens Library,
2110/2023 WA10 1BX

signup now:
INFOaDIGITALARTSBOX.ORG

0151 433 2223
WWW.DIGITALARTSBOX . ORG

SCAMN QR CODE

2. Funded by LEVELLING H:‘;ﬂ::::_ wTmosron [,
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MAKING SERVICES
FOR CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES ACCESSIBLE

E Scan for everything you need to support children aged 0-19

: (and up to 25 with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities)
in 5t Helens, including registration services, school & education
advice, childcare, health and wellbeing and more.

I E A EY  Visit: sthelensfamilyhub.sthelens.gov.uk I



