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OUR VALUE THIS A message from Mrs Briers
Dear Parents and Carers,
HALF TERM IS:

It was great to welcome so many of you into school this morning for our
THAN KFULNESS Reading Coffee Morning and being so patient with me when our
technology failed! hope that you enjoyed spending time in your child’s

class learning about how we learn to read at St James and how we
promote a love of reading by encouraging our children to become ‘Joyful Readers’. This
year we have been fortunate enough to secure some funding for phonics which has enabled
us to purchase some additional phonics resources to give to you to support your child at
home. If you were unable to attend this morning’s Coffee Morning, and your child is in
Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, please call into the office to collect your free resources.

Next week is the final week of this half term - time has flown by! Next Friday, we will be
announcing the winner of our Autumn 1 Attendance Competition next week which will be
very exciting I'm sure. Thank you to everyone for prioritising attendance and ensuring that

your children are in school, on time, and not missing out on the high quality education we
provide.

Today we are sending home an activity for the children to complete which builds on Y4s
Harvest Service and this half term’s value of thankfulness. We are inviting the children to

write a Harvest Prayer to create a ‘Harvest Prayer Wall’ in our hall for all to share with God,

themselves and with each other. Please can these be written and sent back to school by
Monday 16th October.

This year, | have noticed a lot more of our school community engaging with X (Twitter) and
there are lots more of you sharing your children’s out of school achievements, them reading

and completing home learning tasks. Please do keep it up!

Have a great weekend!  Mrs Briers x
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with perfect attendance this . ]
Our attendance this week is:

96.6%

week.

Can we beat this next week?




Attendance Steps to Success:
Ring the: school. office: as soon as possible to- explainy any absence.

Be, on time Remzmhept}wbgafeadx}se,ab&f)()ﬂm Amﬂyahsenmaﬁen
Q:20am is unauthorised.

Speak to- a member of the: attendance team if yow need: support with
Hounc}uld;aattmdﬂnw u}&ﬂrﬁhﬂ‘&t&hﬁlpj.

Read) any information and) ettens. (including the newsletter) carefully

10 Day Attendance Challenge

At St lames we place huge importance on regular school attendance—the research speaks for

itself and proves that those with the highest levels of attendance achieve great things!
We invite you to take part in our 10 day Attendance Challenge.

What do you need to do?

Come to school, on time, everyday for the last ten days of this half term.
Monday 9th October-Friday 20th October

How can you win?

Those that complete the 10 day challenge will have their name put in a prize draw to be carried
out on the afternoon of Friday 20th October (the final day of the half term).

What can you win?

A family ticket to Martin Mere for 2 adults and 2 children (under 16)




At Natlenal Online Salsty, we belisvs in smpowering parents, carets and iristed adults with the inlarmation te hald an infetmed convetsation about online sahety with thaeir children, shou ld they
Feal it is needed Thie guide focuses an ons of many apps which we belisve trusted adults should be aware of. Pleass visit natiohalcallege com lor further guides, hints and tips lor adults

SUPPORTING/CHILDREN/TO,DEAL

WITH UPSETTING.CONTENT;
s A\Guidefor:ParentsiandiCarers

Raising children in the digital age seems to be getting tougher, with the world currently
experiencing so many uncertainties. From climate change to the war in Ukraine and the
conflict in Israel, right now children across the globe can scarcely go online without being

2 exposed to unsettling stories, images and ideas. Reassuring a concerned child can be
o Ejd:"-t_g, v difficult, especially when bad news feels omniprasent, We've put together some advice m
b T L :

to help you in discussing upsetting events with young ones.

SET LIMITS

~ Managing screean-time and content can be
~ difficult even in normal circumstances, but

. aspecially in unusual or stressful periods (at the
start of the rnndnm ic, for exampla). It's virtually

impessible to keap children away from

upsetting content completaly, but it's

important to try to limit exposure by using

parental controls, talking about the

dangers of harmful content and enforcing

screan-time limits.

@)

There are many ways that children are o

msad to Upsatlinig content in the media,
online and offline. Before swampin

rnur child with information, find out wha

hey know ulmud:{. Show them you're
interasted in what they have to say, practice :
active listening and try to gauge how much your
child has been impacted by what they've sean.

RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE — ;
sturtlnq a conversation about upsetting contant = 1 [ TAKE TH'NGS SLO’NL\"

',’{.?3:.?,;r':?;.f’;i:,‘:?f,l”:f,‘ﬂf‘?;‘g’f‘.‘; EE.I:]& oy 3 Try not to overwhelm your child with information

o a L all at once: instead, take the discussion one g
Enh.g-%sa.: tti::“h;r:m;n :m;:nr:':r:.:ou A e at a time. You could make the first ml‘lunr:ﬂﬂ:‘l‘?
have rhnlr full attention. Remember, T~ , a simple introduction to a r-uhunﬂul.ly upsetting
theze converzationz can become _ subject and then walt unti ur child is ready
emotlonal, 2o choose somewhere " o to talk ogain. Opening the to the
your child feels safe and comfortable. conversation and demonstrating that your

child can talk to you about this type of izsue
KEEP IT AGE APPROPRIATE ©)

- Is o vital first step.
~ With younger children, try and keep the

. ENCOURAGE QUESTIONS ©

conversation more general and aveid leading . oOnline, troubling imoges, posts, videos and stories
uestions and complex detail. You can go i are shared across multiple platforms, many of
slightly despar into the specifics with young which your child might access. Even if the
teenagers but keep monitoring thair contant is actually inappropriate,
emotional response. With older teens, you encourage your child to discuss what
can be more open about the realities and they saw instead of being angry at
consequences of what's happening - but them for seeing it. Children are still
again, do stay aware of their emotional learning that not 'anl'j"d'bifnﬂ‘ line is
state. accurate - you want to be their ultimate
source of information, not their device.

-
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EMPHASISE HOPE ® FIND A BALANCE
Upsetting content can make an

There's often o tremendous compulsion to stay
feel angry, scared, sad or overwhelmed. right up to date with events. Our phones
Try to find stories of hope, generosity frgaclungtly send us push notifications "" ﬁ

and strength related to the content you're
di%uaslng. Children often feel muss‘:.lﬁr&d :;Ew"t ::::;:f:c;m :ﬂ;':: :;“:ﬁ:l:lr

when they know they can do something to .

help, so evrllcaurugn vour child's senze o ;‘iﬁ"‘hgﬁ;z%‘:’“ﬁg t:ﬂr\:ﬂ:d nL:-II;r
control through activities which make them breaks, and to Iaeus?nn niﬂwﬂlanm
feeal t_hav'm positively impacting the events instend of ‘doosmseroll P?und risking
they'rs concemsd about, . becoming overwhelmed by bad news.

MONITOR REACTIONS BUILD RESILIENCE

All children react differently, of course, and Mews has never been more accessible. While our
rmll'[ﬂ pecple might not directly say that instinct may be to shield children from upsetting
hey're scared, angry, anxious, confused ‘ stories, it's important thot they're equipped

or uncomfortable. Emotional reactions are the tools To manage this content when ‘;9
they ore exposed to it. Talk about ugaal‘tln
content more generally with your child an
emphasize that they can always tell you or
a trusted adult if something they see “

Ll -

50 take note of your child’s body nguuglw
and reactions. Allow them to express their

fealings in a nun-]udﬂmantul space and try to

stay mindful of how they might be fesling.

CONSIDER YOUR OWN EMOTIONS (6)

It"s not only [v‘oung people who find u%ﬂttlng
news difficult to process: adults also have to
deal with strong emotions In moments of stress,
Children develop coping strategies by mirroring
those around them, 5o staying on top of how you
appear to be regulating your emotion on the
outside is important for supporting your child
thraugh worrying times.

natural when discussin upwttinlg topics,
a
makes them feel uneasy.

IDENTIFY HELP

It's hugely important that children \
know where to find support if thay

encounter upsetting content online. A
Encourage them to open up to an adult that
they trust, and make sure they're aware of
who their trusted adults are, It is essential that
children understand that they're not alone, and
that help is available if and when they need it.

)

Meet Our Expert

Cayley Jorgensen is the director of FaceUp South Alnca, which
I a reporting 1 that ks currently being used by schoals

to fight bullying around the word, FoceUp

Lo bystanders by encouraging them to

National
Online
Safety’

a e #WakeUpWednesday

' @natonlinesafety n [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalonlinesafety d‘ @natienal_online_safety

Users of this guide de se at thelr ewn diseretion. Mo Nabllity is entered Inte, Current as of the date of release: TLID,.2023



Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Contextual Safeguarding

This week’s focus is contextual safeguarding. Contextual safeguarding relates
tothe specific safeguarding issues that our children face when they are out
of the family home or school. It is the external factors that are present in the
local community. The contextual safeguarding issues that St James face
are deprivation, domestic abuse and risk of criminal exploitation. There are al-
so potential issues in the online environment too, for example, gangs using so-
cial media to track or groom young people.

The main indicators for parents to be aware of are: a change in your child’s be-
haviour, spending more time out of the house, coming home with gifts or ex-
pensive items or seeming to feel scared.
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Online Safety

Tip of the Week

Supporting Children to Deal with Upsetting Content

They might not be able to pinpoint its location on a map, and they might not fully grasp
the historical and political drivers behind the conflict — but in this age where news, images
and video can cross continents in seconds, many children are now aware of the terrible
recent events in Israel. It’s a situation, of course, that could cause youngsters extreme

distress and worry.

This week’s guide contains some valuable pointers for supporting children to deal with
upsetting content they’ve encountered online — whether that’s the attacks in Israel,
ongoing worries over the environment, or something else entirely. These tips will assist

trusted adults in helping young people to process any negative emotions that they may be
feeling.




Weekly Headteacher’s Award

Winners

Journey Driver Focus:

Joyful Reader

RECEPTION Michael Piorkowski
YEAR 1 Andra Varga
YEAR 2 Olivia Nelson
YEAR 3 Mason

YEAR 4 Ryder Seddon
YEAR 5 Shaun Johnson
YEAR 6 Skylar Hilditch

 Here are some links to watch to better understand our Read

- Write Inc Phonics scheme.
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

What is Read Write Inc Phonics?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjIPILhk7bQ

How to say the sounds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q

How to blend
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyFikwNQTg



Uniform

If you are unsure of our school uniform policy, please refer
to our website. If you are having difficulties purchasing the
correct uniform and need some help, please contact a
member of SLT and we will be happy to support you in any way that we can.
Equally, if your child has particular needs, let us know and we will always
make reasonable adjustments on an individual basis.

A reminder that trainers, necklaces, rings and bracelets are not allowed.

Attendance
We have seen a real increase in children being collected early for various
appointments/ reasons during the school day. This can be very disruptive for
your child, for staff and for their class as a whole. Can we therefore ask that
you make try to make appointments for out of school hours.
We will always ask to see a copy of the appoint letter / card for our records.
We are mindful that some hospital appointments are difficult to change but
these should be the exception.

CLUBS

SP We are running the following after school clubs next half term:

Booking is now available on the school app.

. Tuesday-Arts and Crafts for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 with Miss Hunter
. Wednesday-Lego Club for Y3 and Y4 with Mrs Boardman
«  Thursday-FAB Club for Year 1 and Year 2with Miss Barratt

Thursday-Art Club for Year 5 and Year 6 with Mrs Atherton

Please note that there is an increase in the price of our clubs.
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523 School: Re-opens for Auturnn |

|3/9/23 Y& Clorinet | essons Start

|5/23 Democracy Doy

|B/4/23 Y1, Y3, Y5 Meek the, Teacher 3.30pm.

|23 YZ, Y&, Y6 Meek the. Teacher 3.30pm,

2123 Lisserpool, Heart and, Chest Hospitol, Healthe
Doy

2123 Yt DWP - Employabilihy Skills Workshop

223 Behawiour and 5t James” Way Coffee
Morning 4.00am,

2623 European: Doy of: Longuages. 2023

PR3 Y6 Foothall. Competition

R Reception Welcome Assembly 9.30arm

Q20023 Y5 Foothall, Competition,

&10/23 Joe, Heyes Assermbly

023 Harvest Prager Space Evend,

5023 Y& Harwest Eucharst E|5|'Jn'u (St James’
Church)

10410423 World: Homeless DGH’

13/10/23 Reading, Caffee Moming 4.00am

6/10/23 Black Hitory Focus Week

I 7A10423 Reception - Y6 Flu Vaccinations

10723 Y4 Foothall, Compeliion

2010023 Y6 Class Assemblyy

A000023 Mo Uniformy Day - Information to- follow

AO00023 Sehool, Closes
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Mersey Care
MNHS Foundation Trust

St Helens Immunisation Team

We will be attending your child’s school between September and December.

All children in nursery to year 11 will be offered a Flu Nasal Spray to protect them
against Flu this winter!

TH
We will be in your child’s school nn:f%ﬁpﬁj ....... 1 ‘1 ......... QGW‘E&Q@S

Contact details
St Helens Immunisation Team - Telephone: 1744 415 645
(Monday to Friday, 9am to S5pm)

Flu: 5 reasons
to vaccinate your child

1. Protect your child

The vacane will help protect your child
against flu and serious complications such
as bronchitis and pneumonia

2. Protect you, your family and

friends
Vaccinating your child will help protect
mare vulnerable friands and family

3. No injection needed
The nasal spray is painless and easy to
have

4. It's better than having flu
The nasal spray helps protect against flu,
has been given to millions of children
worldwide and has an excellent safety
record

5. Avoid costs

If your child gets flu, you may have to
take time off work or arrange alternative
childcare




Admissions

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will trans-
fer to primary school in September 2024. From Wednesday 27th September the web-
site www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online. You
will be notified on 16 April 2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your application is 15 January 2024.

APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

If your child turns 11 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will
transfer to secondary school in September 2024. From Wednesday 27th September the
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online.
You will be notified on 1 March 2024 confirming your child's school place.

The closing date for you to submit your application is 31 October 2023.

Clarify any issues you are not sure about with staff in the school admissions team on
01744 671030 or email schooladmissions@sthelens.gov.uk.

@ Open Days

Reception 2024

OFEEES St James CE Primary
Good School

Frowicler

Aure yhorl a parent or a carer with children starting school im
September 20248 and beyornd?

If s, come and see STt lames Church of England Primary School im
Haydock, St Helens. We are a distincely Christianmn aone fornm entry school
offering an excellent curriculurm, @& erturing appeproach amd wide ranging

actiwities and opportunities for all of cwr children. We severe judged o
be GO D in 2023 by Ofsted.

Youw willl hawe the chance o see the school arnd the classroosrms in actorn,
anmnd speak to the childremn and staff. Please telephone the schoold office
oy D174 BEFESAS or emalil stjameshaydock&E&Eldst . orng . uk
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HELP OUR
SCHOOL

AND

JOIN

THE PTA

We are looking to start a brand new PTFA at 5t James — can you
help?

Our focus this year is raising money to enhance our woodland
area and fund resources and experiences in school.

There are 3 main ways to get involved — complete and return the
relevant slip overleaf and let’s help 5t James continue on its
journey!

Whiy et involved?

i oL CHILDREN BENEFTT
AW homin et b s e ke ing

2. THE SCHOOL BENEFITS
TV i e o o Lo gt SR

ﬁ 3. MAEE COMMECTIONS

b v ikr i nmien H ool meiipy wrwlrware ble-ipey
LN SR AN P Ty HE) P

& 4ITSGOODFORYOU

Ty gl P m Pon, ol Ty o v d e

THANK YOU!!!!




CARERS St Helens Carers Centre is an independent registered

TRUST Charity (1089663) that supports unpaid carers looking

e . after someone who lives in the St Helens area.
elens Carers Centre

The centre aim to support both Young and Adult Carers
to recognise their own needs, have their voices heard, help with their physical
and mental well being and ensure they are fully understood, valued and sup-
ported in their caring role. For more information visit:

https://www.sthelenscarers.info

Friends — Play for Disabled Children

Friends-Play for Disabled Children are a registered charity supporting families
in St Helens and the surrounding areas. The charity was set up in October
2012 by two parents with disabled children.

The charity aims to bring families of disabled children in St Helens & the sur-
rounding area together to play through events, trips, days
out and to provide a support network for those families to
help prevent isolation.
For more information visit:
https://friendsplay.org.uk

Co CARERS CARD UK

A national carer card and app that supports you when caring for someone

The card is for anyone that looks after someone that needs help and support.
It provides reassurance by including your Emergency Contact details (ICE),
whilst unlocking Discounts, Wellbeing Hub, our Carer Circle tool, and so much
more through our app.

For more information visit:

https://www.carerscarduk.co.uk/



