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HALF TERM IS:
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Dear Parents and Carers,

| am delighted to have the opportunity to write to you and tell you about all of the
wonderful things that have been happening in school this week.

As | have walked around school, it has been brilliant to see our children actively
engaged in their learning and being: ‘Ready, Respectful and Responsible.” A special
mention must be given to our Reception class and new children who've joined us -
all are settling in to St James' life beautifully!

This half term our weekly Headteacher’s Award Winners are based on the Journey Driver-Joyful
Readers and this is something | have seen in action all week. Reception found a mysterious hole in
the woodland so they all peered inside and wondered what animal could be in the hole before they
start their new story, ‘The Something.’ Year 1 have been reading ‘Old Bear’ which is favourite of
mine and one that | used to read to my daughter when she was younger.

Today some of our Year 6 children delivered Head Boy and Head Girl speeches and to say | am
beyond proud of each and every one of them is an understatement. They were so articulate and
confident. Our new Vision Ambassadors and Journey Leader Teams were also voted on. | can’t wait
to find out the results on Monday.

Attendance will be a continued focus this year as we have a 97% target to achieve. Whilst our attend-
ance has improved and the number of children below 90% attendance has decreased, there is still
work to be done. Our teachers are providing an excellent education in every classroom, everyday -
every day missed is a missed learning opportunity! Attendance has been off to a flying start with a
wonderful . Keep-up the great work and ensure that children are not missing out

on learning opportunities.
Next week we have our Meet the Techer Meetings. More information can be found on page 5.
Please do try to attend this meeting as it is the perfect opportunity to find out about what your child
will be learning and what is expected of them in their new classes. On Thursday we have a team
from the Liverpool Heart and Chest hospital visiting school to carry out health checks on parents and
carers. | also look forward to seeing lots of you on Friday 23™ September at 9am for our first Coffee

Morning of the year.

Have a lovely weekend

Love Mrs Briers x
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Weekly Headteacher’s Award

Winners

Journey Driver Focus:

Joyful Readers

YEAR 1 Bobby Fairhurst
YEAR 2 Joseph Webb
YEAR 3 David Varga

YEAR 4 Olive-Christina Adabie
YEAR 5 Logan Chick
YEAR 6 Lilly-Mae McKenzie

Reading at St James

“Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only perform better in
reading tests than hose who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general
knowledge and a better understanding

of other cultures. Infact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child does well
at school than their social or economic background.” Pearson 2021)

At St James, we place high importance on daily reading. Each child is provided with a reading
record and books to take home. It might seem like everything has gone digital, but books still play
a very important part in school life. As well as giving your child a head start, developing a love of
reading can be really enjoyable.

Make books and stories part of everyday life:

e Build a reading story into a routine - a story at bedtime.

e Stick your feet up and let your child see your reading a book.

® Go to the library with your child.

e Read in fun places.

® Give books as birthday presents - this will show you value them.
® Keep books in your bag or the car.
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BODY MASS INDEX

Come and get your free

Health Check

on Thursday 215t September
between 10am and 4.00pm.

Drop In session

in school during the day and under the shelter
on the playground at the end of the school day

(adults only- parents / carers and staff)
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130723 Y& Clorinet Lessons Start,

1523 De.rrm-crmg. Dm&-

|8/4/23 Y1, '3, Y5 Meek thee Teacher 3.30pm.

|23 Y2, Y&, Y6 Meek the, Teacher 3 30pm.

210723 Lisserpool Heart and Chest Hospitol, Health
Doy

210723 Y& DWP - Employabiliby Skills Workshop

2223 Behuwiowr and 56 James' Way Coffee
Moening “400am.

2e/23 European: Day of Longuages. 2023

26/23 Y6 Foothall: Competition.

2e/V23 Recepbion Welcome Assembly, 9.30am

02710423 Y5 Fosthall: Competituon,

8010423 Joe Heyes J’\sﬁemhLH.

SV23 Harvest Prayer Space Event,

SA0/23 Y& Harvest Eucharist 2 1Spem. (St James’
Chunch)

10/10/23 Woeld Homelese Day,

13/10/23 Reading Caffee Moming 9 00am

610723 Black: Histoey Focus Week

1710423 Reception - Y6 Fl Vaccnations

110723 Y& Foothall, Competition

20423 Y6 Class Assemnbly

20/10/23 Zchool Closes




MEET THE®

TEACHER

Please join us to meet your child's new

class teacher and to find out more

about the year ahead.
. Monday 18th September— We are running the following after
school clubs this half term:
years1,3and 5
« Monday-Arts and Crafts for Year

- Tuesday 19th September- 1 and Year 2 with Miss Hunter

years 2, 4 and 6. « Monday-Multi-skills for Year 4

Please enter school via the main and Year 5 with our Sports
entrance for safeguarding purposes. Coach Miss Dodson
Sessions start at 3:30pm. «  Thursday-Football for Year 5
Creche facility available in the hall so and Year 6 with Mr Moon.

that parents only can attend sessions.

Please only use if needed.

DEMOCRACY DAY

All classes from Y1 -Y6 have discussed the importance of our British Values

‘Democracy’ and ‘Individual Liberty’ today. Head Girl and Head Boy
speeches were written and given in front of the whole school and then
voting began for their preferred candidate. Children in years 2-6 who

wanted to represent their class as a Vision Ambassador gave speeches to

their class and then voting began again. Each child from Years 1-6 also
voted for which Journey Leader Team they would like to join. Teams will
meet half termly and children will see their ideas and thoughts being lived
out around school! All results will be announced on Monday.



Attendance
Just before the holiday, all schools in England received a message from the
Secretary of State for Education, outlining the concerns linked to attendance
nationwide. Whilst our attendance has improved and the number of children
below 90% attendance has decreased, there is still work to be done.

Parents are required under the Education Act (1996) to ensure children attend
school regularly. The headteacher of a school has a discretionary power to au-
thorise absence only in exceptional circumstances. A family holiday is not an
exceptional circumstance.

Uniform
Please make every effort to ensure that your child is wearing the correct
Uniform and that it is clearly labelled. Children should wear completely black
shoes — not trainers. t is important that the P.E kit is seen as an extension of
our school uniform, therefore our high standards should
be kept. P.E kits should only be worn on specified P.E days, which will change
each half-term. Please note that children should not wear any form of jewel-
lery (only stud earrings are allowed and should not be worn on PE days) and
hairstyles and accessories must conform with school policy. No ‘extremes’ of
hairstyles are allowed.

School Bags and Home School Diaries
We ask that your child only bring the schoolbook bag to school each day. Due
to space restrictions in our classrooms, no large rucksacks will be permitted in
school. Please ensure that your child also packs their Home/School Diary in
their bag each day. These are an essential form of communication and
also key to our approach to learning and independent study.

Snack
Children in Years 1-6 can bring in their own healthy snack to eat at breaktime.

This must not be chocolate, crisps or a sugary cereal bar. Water bottles are
permitted but these must only be filled with water.




Safeguarding Tip of the Week

Advice for parents at the start of the school year

It is common for children to feel nervous about going back to school after summer holi-

days. To help calm their nerves and make sure they’re prepared for the school term make

sure:
e Bedtimes are adjusted to get back into a healthy routine

e Children are not taking any devices like mobile phones or tablets to bed with them that
will stop them from sleeping

® They eat breakfast every morning.
Talk to your children about their day at school. It is important that they can talk to

you if they are worried about anything.
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Online Safety

Tip of the Week

Setting Boundaries around Gaming

Almost half (46%) of 8- to 11-year-olds in the UK play online video games with people
that they don’t necessarily know. While 55% of parents of young gamers worry that their
child might be pressured into making expensive in-game purchases.

Most children find gaming immensely enjoyable, but its volume of potential risks —and
capacity to influence behaviour — often make it problematic for parents. See the attached

#WakeUpWednesday guide that suggests some sensible ground rules for promoting safer,

healthier gaming habits.




At Notional Online Safety, we balisve Inampnworlng parents, carars and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation obout online safety with their childran, should thay feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on one of many issuss which we beldieve trustod adults should be aware of. Please visit www.notionolonlinesofety.com for further guides, hints and tips for odults.
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| 1L what they're actually playing — can occasionally become a source of concern or conflict. The UK's
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I{I trode body for interactive entertainment, Ukie, has recently launched a campaign to pmrnote
| safer and more responsible gaming omong young people — with parents and carers
;l F % ; helping by setting sensible and fair boundaries. Our guide has tips on key areas whare 5

PR'OMOTE SAFER you could ogree some healthy ground rules for your child's gaming activity.
L i My

GAME CHOICES
ne

Deciding which online games are
OF = and which should be avoided -~ e
is tricky. Some titles allow childrentc = H
cooperate or compete with

strangers, which creates potential
risks. Watching your chil plu',,r anline
far a while could provide more insight
inte a particular garme, while the
parental controls on most consoles |
allow you to limit who can chat to
your ¢l ldot send them friend

g FACTOR IN FRIENDS

i your child iz a keen video
amer, the chances are that
ey’ll have other gamers among
thelr social circle, oo, When friends
wislt, do they instantly dash to !hnlr
console of computer? You could
boundaries in place before their
guests arrive by ﬂgmlng on dlength
g‘: gairmin tlrg\e Bear in min :
ough, that ma' to Extemn
thiz :?m:n thi “ ";hw
coming upw h activities nr
challenges for them during screen
breaks = if they jein in, they earm o
little extra time on their game.

Er

:\;'mnyuuu iscuss this boundary with

ENCOURAGE T=))® 0GR THER

REG'JLAR BEEAKS m Setting thbeuﬂdamﬂarvbden
games mﬂar can

Help your child understand the nm m[ayu ding exercize.

to take regular breoks, playing Undeniably, ng gamers

may be Inmdntmmﬂgdmut o

rent or carer joining in, but it can

a productive of nﬂcnumyng
tharn to share thelr hobby with you.

lg Is or tasks might be

umh.l a lowe Minecraft, choose
L bulldt ther; If
Fortnite's their favourlte, ask to try
out some of the fun game modes,
like Frg: Hunt, whic duﬂ‘tmqulla
high skill levels.

shorter bursts rather than mmuthcn
usslnnf Bear in mind thqt-.wm
games (such as role lpl ying
?c-m-s require time investment
ram the player, while others (online
team games, for example; c-:m 't be
stopped or poused ot a moment's
notice. A unclr break every hour or
5o is good proctice, and you cauld
sug@lul smtnhgﬂu & in these
breaks, such as having a drink of
water or getting some fresh air.

Esmon: Do

Thera's nndm.ldbt that gaming cnnnho
expensive, and younger luy\amn an
duﬁatnmdm hawmu%?\ -
di nll itemns and subscriptions eun

p to. Many young gomers love
tn bu},r new skins or upgrades for their
character, sor:u could settle on a
fixed amount that your child is
allowed to spend on in-game items
each week or month. This sort of
boundary will not only help your child
to manage their expectations but will
also make you more aware of the
price of these iterma.

TALK ABOUT
EMOTIONS

Help your child to monitor
their emotions as they play. Discuss
what I:}und isn't] an acceptable
level of competitivenass to show
while gaming. Ara they allowed to
trash talk other players, for
exampla? Can t notice when they
g_lol‘ mg’\r if they lose? Do mug think
ese amotions are healthy® Some
gamaes can pmwuka anger, but
others can bring joy, humour and
the thrill of UUDrl:UrI'llI'I?O chullanga
Try to steer your child
games that tend to pmducn l‘hsw
more positive feelings.

BE PREPARED
FOR TROLLS

A frequent problem when gaming
online is other players who are
delibarately troublesome. Make sure
Euur chibd knows how to report and
lock someone who makes their
BXperience a n tive one. Betweaen
you, decide if or how they should
deal with these online trolls. Talk
about where your child's boundarias
are in terms of what they think is
acceptable: what beha r by other
users is menely frustrating, and what
crosses the line to become upsetting
or abusive.

Children often ignore the age lutmgs
on gomes - or are unoware they
even exist. If you're ha with your
child playing o particulor game even
though it's roted above their age,
then establish that os a boundary:
emphasise that you've made an

iom, and talk about whut age
ratings mean and why they
important. You could uddconmn‘:to
this boundory by browsing gomes’
boxes together while shopping,
discussing why some games might
have earned certain age ratings.
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#WakeUpWednesday

Sowoe: https fhipalopplabout fprvacy htmi

’ @natonlinesafety li [NationalOnlineSafety @ @nationalenlinesafety d @national_online_safety

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Mo liability is entered inte. Current as of the date of release: 13.00.2023



@ Open Days

Reception 2024
St James CE Primary

Provider

Are you a parent or a carer with children starting school in
September 2024 and beyond?

If s0, come and see 5t James Church of England Primary School in
Haydock, 5t Helens. We are a distinctly Christian one form entry school
offering an excellent curriculum, a nurturing approach and wide ranging
activities and opportunities for all of our children. We were judged to
be ‘GOOD’ in 2023 by Ofsted.

You will have the chance to see the school and the classrooms in action,
and speak to the children and staff. Please telephone the school office
on 01744 678545 or email stjameshaydock@ldst.org.uk

Dates
Tuesday 14th November—10am

Thursday 16th November—
4:30pm




