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St James Church of England Primary School

British Values Curriculum Po[tcg Statement

St James Church of Eng[and Prtmarg is a school
built on Christian beliefs and values. However, we
recognise that our children are part of the wider
British society, which s multi- cultural and multi-

J:atth in its composLthrn.

We also understand that we have a crucial role to
plag tn ensuring that our children bhecome wvaluable
and fully rounded memhers of soclety, who treat
others with respect and tolerance and are f[fully

prepared for life in modern Britain.

Where it is appropriate and pertinent, we aim to
teach, reLn(Force and deveLop our inherent British
values both within our school practices (please refer
to our British Values Statement) and within our
currtculum coverage.

This statement ocutlines the keg British values we

acttvelg promote within the curriculum.

L4 DQMO'CF(ICH,

e Mutual Respect

e Individual L‘Lbertg

e TJTolerance for those of dLJ;J;erent
falths and be[tef&




e The Rule of Law

Intent:

The intention of our Early Years curriculum is to
teach key knowledge which will help to develop
fundamental skills across the seven areas of
development and beyond. We want to give each child
a positive and meaningful start to their school Llife,
in  which they can establish solid foundations on
which to deveLop Lndependent and }ear[ess LL(FeLong
learners. We demonstrate this through rich and
stimulating play, following the EYFS Framework and

using DeveLopment Matters as a supporthg document.
Vision:

To give each child a positive and meantngfu[ start to
their school Llife, in which they can estahlish solid
foundations on which to develop into independent
and fearless Llifelong Llearners. We will encourage
children to deveLop Lndependence within our secure
and  friendly atmosphere; to support children in
building relationships through the deve[cpment of
social skills such as cooperatLon and shaang; to he[p
each child to recognise their own strengths and
achievements through experiencing success and bg
devetoptng the confidence to work towards personal

goaLs.
EYFS as the ‘Bedrock’

Our htgh expectattons will enable each child to
deve[op socLaLLg, phgstca[[g, LnteLLectua[[g and
emottona[[g and to achiewve thetir (FuLL potentLaL. We




will offer a structure for learning that has a range
of starting points and unlimited avatlability for
development through a wide range of new and
exciting first-hand experiences that will give children
the opportunity to consolidate, explore and test their
skills, know[edge and understandLng aLongsLde extstlng
experiences. We will ensure that children are kept
healthy and safe and that they achieve the knowledge
and skills they need to start school. We promote
cultural capital by building on our early experiences
to give children opportunities to he curicus, explore,

trg new thtﬂg&, and expertence auwe O.l’ld. uronder.

At St James Church O‘J: Eng[and Prtmarg School, we

aim to:

e Provide an atmosphere where children can he
happg, saJ:e, va[ued, gatn con}Ldence and achieve

greater independence.

e Provide a chLLd-‘FrLendlg environment that is sa{Fe,

caring and sttmu[athg.

e Prowvide an enwvironment where no child should he

excLuded or dLsadvantaged.

e Butild upon what children aLreadg know and what
theg can do.

e Promote children’s social, intellectual and
phgstca[ dev-e[crpment through pLau& and directed

activities.

e Prowvide, through a sthuLathg environment,
opportuntttes J;Gr the child to de\relop a postttv-e
attitude to Learntng and an active interest in the

world arcund them.




. Dev-eLop a working partnership between
parents/carers and the school in order to
establish an accurate understanding of each

child's individual needs.

e Work within the gutdeltnes O(F the Statutorg
Frameuwork for the Early Years Foundation Stage

supported bg Deve[opment Matters.
What is the Ear[g Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):

“‘Every child deserves the hest possihble start in Llife
and the support that enables them to fulfil thetir
potential. Children develop quickly in the early years
and a child's experiences bhetween bhirth and age five
have a major impact on their future life chances. A
secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its
own right. Good parenting and high-quality early
Learntng together prodee the (Foundatlon children need
to make the most of their abilities and talents as

they grow up."

(The EarLg Years Foundation Stage Statutorg Framework
2017)

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the
standards that all early year’'s providers must meet to
ensure that children learn and develop well and are
kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and
Learntng to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and
gives children the broad range of knowledge and
skills that provide the right foundation for good
future progress through school and Llife.




The EYFS seeks to provide:

° Qua[ttg and conststencg, so that every child

makes good progress and no child gets left
behind.

e A secure foundation through learning and
development opportunities which are planned
around the needs and interests of each
individual child and are assessed and reviewed

regularly.

) Partnershtp urorkLng between practLtLoners and

with parents and/or carers.

. Eq,ualttg of opportunity and anti-discriminatory
practice, ensuring that every child is included

and supported.

At St James Church of England Primary School, we
greatly value the important role that the Early Years
Foundation  Stage (EYFS) plays in  laying secure
foundations for future learning and development. We
also helteve earLg childhood ts wvalid in LtseLJ:, as
part of life and therefore it is important to view the
EYFS as preparation  for Life and not simply

preparattcn for the next stage O(F education.

We are committed to our strong links with St James
Church and Llocal community and strive to enrich
pupLLs' reLLgLous, serLtuaL, moral and social education
from Reception to Year 6. The Early Years Foundation
Stage (EYFS) is a statutory framework for children
from birth to five years of age. Within Reception the
children will he tracked and assessed using the
updated ‘Development Matters’ document and then will
be assessed at the end of the academic year using

the Ear[g Years Foundation Stage PrcrfLLe (EYFSP). This

‘Ln}ormatton is collated bg the school Lleaders and




sent to the Local Authority to monitor school and
children’s  performance. We acknowledge that all
children begtn school with a vartetg O‘(F experiences
and learning. It s the role of the practitioners
working in the Foundation Stage, with support of
parents, to huild upon the children’s prior learning
and life experiences. This is done through a holistic
approach, ensuring that parents/carers, support staff
and teachers work effectively in partnership to

support children’s learning and development.

The EYFS is based upon fcur prtnctptes:

o A Untque Child

Positive Retattonshtps

Enabttng Environments

. Learntng and Devetopment

A Unigque Child

We recognise that every child its a competent learner
who can bhe resilient, capabte, conftdent and setf—
assured. We recogntse that children devetop in

individual ways, at varying rates. Children’s attitudes

and dtspostttons to tearntng are 'LnJ:tuenced bg
J:eedback J:rom others; we use praise and
encouragement, as well as celebration/ snartng

assembttes and reurards, to encourage chttdren to

devetop a postttve attitude to tearntng.

Positive retattonsntps

We recognise that children Llearn to he strong and
‘Lndependent tFrorn secure retattonshtps and aim to
devetop caring, respect}ut and pro}esstonat

retattcnshtps with the children and their J;amtttes.




EnabLLng environments

We recognise that the environment plays a key role in
supporting and extending the children’s development.
Through  ohservations we assess the children’s
interests and stages of development and Llearning
needs before pLannLng chaLLengLng and achievahle

activities and experiences to extend their learning.

Learntng and deve[opment

Our foundation stage has one nursery classroom, a
reception classroom and a large ocutdoor classroom,
which is shared. ALl our LearnLng environments are
organised to allow children to explore and learn
securely and safely. There are areas where the
children can be active, be qguiet and rest. The seven
areas O‘J: Learntng are deftned so that children are
able to find and Llocate equipment and resocurces

independently.
The Areas of the Curriculum:

Children learn and deve[op in dtf(]:erent ways and at
dL{F{Ferent rates. The 7 Areas O'J; the curriculum, as set
out in the EYFS, are eqyuaug meortant and

interdependent. They are split into areas which are:
Prime Areas

- Communication and Language

- Physical Development

- Personal, Soctal and Emotional Development
Specific Areas

- Literacy

- Mathematics




- Understanding the World

. Expresstve Arts and Destgn

We aim to deliver all the Areas of Learning through
planned, purposeful play, with a halance of child
initiated and adult led activities, as guided by the
Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation
Stage which states In planning and guiding children’s
activities, practitioners must reflect on the different
ways that children Llearn and reflect these in their

practtce.

Three characteristics O‘J: effectl\re teachtng and

[earntng are:

Playing and Exploring - children investigate and

expertence thtngs, and ‘have a go’

Active Learntng - children concentrate and keep on
trying f they encounter dL{F{FLcuLtLes, and enjoy

achievements: and

. Creattng and Thtnktng CrLthaLLg - children have and
devetop their own ideas, make Llinks bhetween ideas,

and deve[crp strategtes (For doLng tthgs.”

As children move through ReceptLon they w-ill
transition into more formalised learning and Llonger,
focused, carpet time activities. This will ensure they
are taught what (s required to achieve the Ear[g
Learning Goal, at the end of Reception.

Observation, Assessment and PLannLng:

E(F(Fecttve p[anntng builds on and extends what
children know and can do and is the keg to maktng
their Learntng exctttng, v-ar'Led, and progresstv-e. To

understand and consider the child's current Learntng




and development needs, planning starts w-ith
ocbservations of the child. Assessments are then made
based on ohservations about the child's learning and
development. These assessments are then wused to
inform  planning the “next steps” of the child’s

Learntng and expertences.

Ohservations are carried out in v-ar‘Lety, otF ways -

LndLdeuaLLg, in small groups, as part of cLass, adult
led or child-initiated. (This will be gathered via
‘Evidence Me))

Spectial files, tracking half-termly activities,
photographs, WOW Moments (parent/carer contributions)
and other methods of evidence collection are used
and then ana[gsed to thhLLght achievements and/or
need for further support.

- Assessments are the decisions then made about the
child's learning/development using ‘Evidence Me’
reports, teacher knowledge, Read Write Inc and Maths
No Prohlem assessments. The EYFS Profile is used as
a summative assessment at the end of the Reception
year. It summarises and makes statements about the

child’'s progress towards the revised Ear[g LearnLng

Goals. (September 202l)

. Planntng has two stages - long term and short term.
‘Lcrng Term’ p[anntng shows an overview O'J; the
experiences to be covered and skills to be taught and
‘short term’ planning (weekly/daily) shows how each
child’'s learning and development to he supported. In
addition, we have ‘knowledge planners’ that outline
the discipline of each subject, including assessment,
continuous provision opportunities as well as termly

p[anntng.




The Learn’Lng Environment:

We are proud of our attractive, welcoming and
stimulating learning environment which encourages all
children to explore, investigate and learn. The staff
ensure that the environment is a place where children
feel secure and confident and are challenged to

develop their independence.

The Foundation Stage is crrgantsed as one ReceptLon
classroom with its ocwn outdoors area. Within the
classroom the 7 Areas of Learntng are of}ered to the

children through continuous provLsLon, aLongsLde a
wide varLetg O(F child inttiated and adult led

activities to support and stretch their learning.

St James CE has an outdoor area and woodland area
for children to continue their learning. The outdoor
environment offers experiences and activities that
extend those from indoors and also offers learning

experiences that are unique to the ocutdoors.
Indoor Areas of Learning;

- Role Play Area

- Reading Area

- Maths Area

- Writing Area

- Construction Area,

- Atelter,

- Reflection Area,

- Water Area,




OQutdoor Areas of Learntng;
- Water Area,

- Sand Area,
. Construction Area

- Atelier,
- Mud Kitchen,

- Role Play Area.

Children are encouraged to be Lndependent in thetr
chotices and to be responsLbLe J:or tLdgLng and
organising resources and activities they have used, as

each child is the monitor O(F a chosen area.
Parents as Partners:

We recognise that Parents/Carers are children’s f[irst
and most enduring educators. When Parents/Carers and
practitioners work together in early years’ settings,
the results have a positive impact on children’s
deve[opment and Learntng. A success}u[ partnershtp ts
one which develops a two-way flow of information

and knowLedge. At St James we aim to (Fcrster this bg;

Meettng Lnforma[[g with parents/carers through the
inttial Induction procedures at nurserg/p[aggroup/pre—

school setttngs.

. Meettng ‘Fcrrmaug with parents/carers at the welcome
meettng in Jutg, outLLnLng the curriculum and the

value O'(F supporttng their child’s Learntng at home.
. Inc[udtng this Po[tcg in the Starttng School pack.

. EncouragLng parents/carers to comp[ete the “Welcome

P,O,Cl('.




HoLdLng a Phonics workshop in the Autumn term to
cutline the expectattons and support with  home

Learntng.

Provtdtng parents with knowledge organisers to
Lnform parents O‘(F the LearnLng that will take p[ace as

well as new v-crcabu[arg that will be used.

Operctttng an “Open Door” policy, uwhereby
parents/carers can come and discuss concerns and

dev-eLcrpments in an Lnforma[ manner.

In\rLthg parents/carers to join us in our “Stag and

PLag" sessions.

EncouragLng parents/carers to parthLpate in the
weekly Home Learntng activities, sent home each

FrLdag and based on the child’'s Learntng that week.

Encouragtng parents/carers to contribute to thetir
Evidence Me profile, sharing news of things their

child has achieved ocutside school.

Encouragtng parents/carers to hear their child read

datlg and record their comments in thetir Readlng

Record b,O'O'I’{.

thttng children a book on entrg to Receptton that

theg can share at home.

. Provtdtng an annual written report to parents/carers
in Jutg, summartstng the child’s progress agatnst the

ear[g Learntng goals.
Equa[ Opportunttles:

At St James, we aim to provtde all children with
eqvual access to all aspects of school LLJ;e and work
to ensure that every child ts wvalued (Fuug as an

individual. As role mode[s, practLtLoners are aware of




the influence of adults in promoting positive
attitudes and use that influence to challenge all
children. Children will be given appropriate support to
enable them to benefit from the currtculum. This
includes children that are more ahle, those with
specific learning difficulties and disabilities. This
means that every child makes progress at their ocwn

level.
Inclusion

The diversity of individuals and communities s
valued and respected. No child s discriminated
against. Children with Special Educational Needs will
be given appropriate support to enable them to
benefit from the curriculum. This includes children

that are more able, those with specLJ:Lc Learntng

difficulties and those with disabilities.

The school’'s Spectal Educational Needs Co-ordinator
(SENCO) ts responsLbLe ‘For provtdtng additional
information and advice to parents/carers and
practitioners and for arranging external intervention

and support where necessary.
Our Impact:

The impact is reflected in having well rounded, happy
and conftdent children transtttontng into year one. We
measure progress and children’s learning across the
year through assessments based on teacher’s
know[edge LJ: the children, work collated in specLaL

{FLLes and Evidence Me obhservations.




Further Reading:
- EYFS Statutorg Framework - September 2021

https://assets.pub[tshtng.servLce.gov.uk/government/up[oad
s/system/uploads/attachment data/file/97490//EYFS framew
ork - March 202|.pduf

. DeveLcrpment Matters - September 2021

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uplo
ads/sgstem/uplcads/attachment data/uﬁtle/q88004/De\re[0p
ment Matters.pduﬁ



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/988004/Development_Matters.pdf

