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A message from Mrs Young 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

What a festive week we have had this week! 

 

The children have been busy making Christmas Crafts in readiness to sell at 
next week's Christmas Fair and we have been enjoying the lovely decorations and lights strewn 
across school.  

 

Our EYFS and KS1 children treated us to 3 AMAZING performances of 'Born in a Barn' yesterday 
and today - what a show! They sang their little hearts out and projected their voices with such 
confidence and joy. I am always so proud of the children here at school but I must admit, I was a 
little extra proud this week, watching them all shine! 

 

Next week we have more lovely things to look forward to such as our Christmas Dinner day and 
of course our Christmas Party Day.  

 

In addition to the Christmas Festivities, I have also had the chance to go into every class across 
school and watch English lessons this week. Our new English Scheme, 'Ready, Steady, Write', is 
being enjoyed by all children and the progress they are making as future authors and poets is 
phenomenal. Our Y1 class's writing based on the book 'Rapunzel' has even been featured on 
the Scheme's Twitter/X page as an example of amazing outcomes!  

 

Have a wonderful weekend this weekend - maybe like me you will be doing lots of last-minute 
Christmas shopping and card writing!  

 

Best Wishes 

Mrs Young  

Our Value this 
half term is: 

TRUST 

Learn, Laugh and Live with the Love of God 



Journey Driver Focus:  

Opportunity to Build New Knowledge and Skills 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 

 

Aria Hill-Price 

YEAR 1 

 

Vincent Piorkowski 

YEAR 2 

 

Jax Lever 

YEAR 3 

 

Poppy comiskey 

YEAR 4 

 

Oscar Newton 

YEAR 5 

 

MaƩhew Murphy 

YEAR 6 Jessica Kay  



        

 

AƩendance Update 

We need to try really hard each and 
every week to make sure every year 
group is beaƟng our 97% target—

this will help us to succeed! 

Our aƩendance this week is: 

95.5% 

132 

 pupils 
with perfect aƩendance this 

week. 

Can we beat this next week?   

Attendance 
Whole School 

 

94.4% 

Reception 94.4% 

Year 1 96.4% 

Year 2 95.7% 

Year 3 95.0% 

Year 4 92.1% 

Year 5  93.2% 

Year 6  93.9% 





   Clubs 

We are running the following aŌer school clubs next half term: 

Booking is available on the school app  

· Monday-Sports for Y3 and Y4 with the Sports Coach 

· Tuesday-FAB Club for KS2 with Miss BarraƩ 

· Thursday-Board Games Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss Hunter 

· Thursday-CompuƟng Club for Y1 and Y2 with Miss McDonald 

· Friday-Book Club for Y5 and Y6 with Mrs Briers 

Please note that  there is an increase in the price of our clubs. 

 

 Food Bank Vouchers 

  

 

 

 

We have recently registered  with St 
Helens Foodbank and are now able to is-
sue Food Bank Vouchers (subject to con-
diƟons). If you feel like you are struggling 
to put food on the table,  please contact 
Mrs Maloney , in the  School Office, for 
more informaƟon. We can also provide 

long term support through Early Help 
which Mrs Briers and Mrs Conant  . 

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2024? 

 
 
 
If your child turns 4 between 1 September 
2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will 
transfer to primary school in September 
2024.  From Wednesday 27th September 
the        website www.sthelens.gov.uk/
admissions is open for parents who wish to 
apply online. You will be noƟfied on 16 April 
2024 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your  
applicaƟon is 15 January 2024. 



PE Days Spring 1 
 

Children are to come to school in 
their PE kit on their PE days.  

 

Reading to your Child 
 
It might seem like everything has gone 
digital, but books sƟll playa very            
important part in school life. As well as 
giving your child a head start,   develop-
ing a love of reading can be really         
enjoyable. Make books and stories part 
of everyday life: 
● Build a reading story into a rouƟne, e.g. 
a story at bedƟme. 
● SƟck your feet up and let your child see 
your reading a book. 
● Go to the library so your child can 
choose some books to borrow for free. 
● Read in fun places, e.g. a den made 
from blankets. 
● Give books as birthday presents - this 
will show you value them. 
● Keep books in your bag or the car. 

Reading ExpectaƟons 
 

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day not only 
perform beƩer in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a 
broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and a beƩer understanding 
of other cultures. In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to determine 
whether a child does well at school than their social or economic back-
ground.” (Pearson 2021) 
 
At St James, we place high importance on daily reading. Each child is provided 
with a Home School Diary and books to take home. We ask that the reading 
records are signed daily and brought into school where they will be checked 
and signed by an adult. We expect children to read at home at least 4 Ɵmes a 
week.  

Monday Year 1, Year 4 
and Year 5 

Tuesday Year 3 and  

Year 6 

Wednesday RecepƟon, Year 
1 and Year 6 

Thursday Year 2 and  

Year 5 

Friday Year 2, Year 3 
and Year 4 



Christmas 
at St James’ 

Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 7th December—Please come in 
dressed in a Christmas Jumper for a £1 
donation to ‘Save the Children’ (via 
School Money),  

Christmas Bingo Thursday 7th December 5pm-7pm.  

Further information to follow.  

Nativity-Oopsie Daisy  Angel 

YR, Y1 and Y2 

Thursday 14h and Friday 15hDecember—
3 performances of the Nativity for par-
ents/carers to watch. Tickets  will be on 
sale soon.  

Christmas Fair Tuesday 19th December-3.30pm start.  

Christmas Dinner Wednesday  20th December-If your child 
is in KS2 and normally has a packed 
lunch they can choose to have a Christ-
mas Dinner. The cost of this is £2.50. 
Further information will be sent via the 
school  app.  

Christmas Service  Thursday 21st December-Christmas   
service in church 9.30am 

Christmas Party Day Friday 22nd December will be our 
Christmas Party Day! Crafts, dancing 
and more! Children are invited to wear 
their party clothes on this day.  





Kindness Calendar 

As we enter the fesƟve period of advent, it is important to celebrate the coming of Jesus 
into the world during Advent. AƩached is our annual ‘Kindness Calendar’ with a variety of 
different daily kindness acƟvity that your child can choose to complete.  
 
The calendar explains what the acƟvity is and why it has been chosen with all of the tasks 
free to complete. Once completed, please share your acts of compassion on TwiƩer 
(@StJamesCE) using #StJamescompassion or bring completed acƟviƟes into school for 
display.  
 
Across the month, cerƟficates will be sent home to celebrate those children who com-
plete a range of kindness acƟviƟes during that week. I cannot wait to see the range of ac-
ƟviƟes that children can complete alongside the kindness and compassion that is spread 
throughout the St James School Community.  
 

If you have any quesƟons, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 
 



Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

County Lines 

This week our safeguarding focus is County Lines. County Lines is the police term for     
urban gangs exploiƟng young people into moving drugs from a hub, normally a large city, 
into other markets - suburban areas and market and coastal towns - using dedicated    
mobile phone lines or “deal lines”. Children as young as 12 years old have been exploited 
into carrying drugs for gangs. This type of exploitaƟon can involve children being 
trafficked away from their home area, staying in accommodaƟon and selling and manu-
facturing drugs. In some cases the dealers will take over a local property, normally be-
longing to a vulnerable person, and use it to operate their criminal acƟvity from. This is 
known as    cuckooing. For more informaƟon visit the NSPCC website. 

Online Safety -Tip of the Week 

There’s no dispuƟng how integral the digital world has become to modern life. It can 
prove difficult for many young people to stay off smart phones, tablets and other devices 
for a single day – even one as special as Christmas. In fact, according to a survey by            
e-commerce plaƞorm Groupon, almost 80% of parents and carers would prefer a fesƟve 
period that's free from technology.  

  

Going online, of course, is useful for checking in with friends and relaƟons who we can’t 
be with, or for arranging celebraƟons – but if we allow gadgets to dominate our YuleƟde 
break, that precious Ɵme could pass in a flash. This #WakeUpWednesday, has got        
suggesƟons for keeping a handle on device use over the holidays, so your family can be 
truly together this Christmas. 

the 7+ age rating, emphasis on teamwork and cartoonish, colourful graphics all suit 

a young fan-base, however, the game does carry more serious risks than betrayal by 










