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A message from Mrs Briers 

Dear Parents and Carers,   

It was great to welcome  so many of you into school this morning for our 
Reading Coffee Morning and being so pa ent with me when our         
technology failed!  hope that you enjoyed spending me in your child’s 
class  learning about how we learn to read at St James and how we      
promote a love of reading by    encouraging our children to become ‘Joyful Readers’.  This 
year we have been fortunate enough to secure some  funding for phonics which has enabled 
us to purchase some addi onal phonics resources  to give to you to support your child at 
home. If you were unable to a end this morning’s Coffee Morning, and your child is in      
Recep on, Year 1 or Year 2, please call into the office to collect your free resources.  

Next week is the final week of this half term - me has flown by! Next Friday, we will be    
announcing the winner of our Autumn 1 A endance Compe on next week which will be 
very exci ng I'm sure.  Thank you to everyone for priori sing a endance and ensuring that 
your children are in school, on me,  and not missing out on the high quality educa on we 
provide.  

Today we are sending home an ac vity  for the children to complete which builds on Y4s  
Harvest Service and this half term’s value of  thankfulness. We are invi ng the children to 
write a Harvest Prayer  to create a ‘Harvest Prayer Wall’ in our hall for all to share with God, 
themselves and with each other.  Please can these be wri en and sent back to school by 
Monday 16th October.  

This year, I have no ced a lot more of our school community engaging with X (Twi er) and  
there are lots more of you sharing your children’s out of school achievements, them  reading 
and comple ng home  learning tasks. Please do keep it up! 

Have a great weekend!      Mrs Briers x 

Our Value this 
half term is: 

Thankfulness 

Learn, Laugh and Live with the Love of God 



        

 

A endance Update 

We need to try really hard each and 
every week to make sure every year 
group is bea ng our 97% target—

this will help us to succeed! 

Our a endance this week is: 

96.6% 

117 

 pupils 
with perfect a endance this 

week. 

Can we beat this next week?   

Attendance 
Whole School 

 

95.2% 

Reception 96.1% 

Year 1 98.7% 

Year 2 96.0% 

Year 3 94.1% 

Year 4 94.5% 

Year 5  98.0% 

Year 6  90.0% 







Safeguarding Tip of the Week 

Contextual Safeguarding 

This week’s focus is contextual safeguarding. Contextual safeguarding relates 
to the     specific safeguarding issues that our children face when they are out 
of the family home or school. It is the external factors that are present in the 
local community. The             contextual safeguarding issues that  St James face 
are depriva on, domes c abuse and risk of criminal exploita on. There are al-
so poten al issues in the online environment too, for example, gangs using so-
cial media to track or groom young people.  

The main indicators for parents to be aware of are: a change in your child’s be-
haviour, spending more me out of the house, coming home with gi s or ex-
pensive items or seeming to feel scared. 

Online Safety  

Tip of the Week 

Suppor ng Children to Deal with Upse ng Content 

They might not be able to pinpoint its loca on on a map, and they might not fully grasp 
the historical and poli cal drivers behind the conflict – but in this age where news, images 
and video can cross con nents in seconds, many children are now aware of the terrible 
recent events in Israel. It’s a situa on, of course, that could cause youngsters extreme  

distress and worry. 

 

This week’s guide contains some valuable pointers for suppor ng children to deal with 
upse ng content they’ve encountered online – whether that’s the a acks in Israel,        
ongoing worries over the environment, or something else en rely.  These ps will assist 
trusted adults in helping young people to process any nega ve emo ons that they may be 
feeling. 



Weekly Headteacher’s Award  

Winners 

Journey Driver Focus:  

Joyful Reader 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION  

 

Michael Piorkowski 

YEAR 1 

 

Andra Varga 

YEAR 2 

 

Olivia Nelson 

YEAR 3 

 

Mason  

YEAR 4 

 

Ryder Seddon 

YEAR 5 

 

Shaun Johnson  

YEAR 6 Skylar Hilditch  

  
Here are some links to watch to be er understand our Read 
Write Inc Phonics scheme.  
h ps://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/ 

What is Read Write Inc Phonics? 
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sjlPILhk7bQ 
 
How to say the sounds 
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkXcabDUg7Q 
 
How to blend 
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MNyFikwNQTg 
 



A endance 
We have seen a real increase in children being collected early for various 
appointments/ reasons during the school day. This can be very disrup ve for 
your child, for staff and for their class as a whole. Can we therefore ask that 
you make try to make  appointments for out of school hours.  
We will always ask to see a copy of the appoint le er / card for our records. 
We are mindful that some hospital appointments are difficult to change but 
these should be the excep on.  

 Uniform 
If you are unsure of our school uniform policy, please refer 
to our website. If you are having difficul es purchasing the 
correct uniform and need some help, please contact a 
member of SLT and we will be happy to support you in any way that we can. 
Equally, if your child has par cular needs, let us know and we will always 
make reasonable adjustments on an individual basis.  

A reminder that trainers, necklaces, rings and bracelets are not allowed.  

CLUBS 

We are running the following a er school clubs next half term: 

     Booking is now available on the school app. 

 

· Tuesday-Arts and Cra s for Recep on, Year 1 and Year 2 with Miss Hunter 

· Wednesday-Lego Club for Y3 and Y4 with Mrs Boardman 

· Thursday-FAB Club for Year 1 and Year 2with Miss Barra  

· Thursday-Art Club for Year 5 and Year 6 with Mrs Atherton 

 

Please note that  there is an increase in the price of our clubs. 







Admissions 
 

APPLYING FOR A PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 

If your child turns 4 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will trans-
fer to primary school in September 2024.  From Wednesday 27th September the  web-
site www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online. You 
will be no fied on 16 April 2024 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applica on is 15 January 2024. 
 

APPLYING FOR A SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACE FOR SEPTEMBER 2024 

If your child turns 11 between 1 September 2023 and 31 August 2024, he or she will 
transfer to secondary school in September 2024.  From Wednesday 27th September the 
website www.sthelens.gov.uk/admissions is open for parents who wish to apply online. 
You will be no fied on 1 March 2024 confirming your child's school place. 

The closing date for you to submit your applica on is 31 October 2023. 

Clarify any issues you are not sure about with staff in the school admissions team on 
01744 671030 or email schooladmissions@sthelens.gov.uk. 





 

 

A  na onal carer card and app  that supports you when caring for someone 
The card is for anyone that looks a er someone that needs help and support. 
It provides reassurance by including your Emergency Contact details (ICE), 
whilst unlocking Discounts, Wellbeing Hub, our Carer Circle tool, and so much 
more through our app. 

For more informa on visit:  

h ps://www.carerscarduk.co.uk/ 

Friends – Play for Disabled Children  

Friends-Play for Disabled Children are a registered charity suppor ng families 
in St Helens and the surrounding areas.  The charity was set up in October 
2012 by two parents with disabled children. 

The charity aims to bring families of disabled children in St Helens & the sur-
rounding area together to play through events, trips, days 
out and to provide a support network for those families to 
help prevent isola on. 

For more informa on visit: 
h ps://friendsplay.org.uk 

 
St Helens Carers Centre is an independent registered 
Charity (1089663) that supports unpaid carers looking 
a er someone who lives in the St Helens area.   
The centre aim to support both Young and Adult Carers 

to recognise their own needs, have their voices heard, help with their physical 
and mental well being and ensure they are fully understood, valued and sup-
ported in their caring role. For more informa on visit:  

h ps://www.sthelenscarers.info 


